The Parish History Project: The History of Trelawny

Dr Jenny Jemmott

OVERVIEW OF TRELAWNY:

The parish of Trelawny is located in the county of Cornwall in the north western part of
Jamaica and is bordered by St. Ann to the east, St James to the west and St. Elizabeth
and Manchester to the south. Rich in history and heritage, Trelawny came into being in
1770 when it was carved out of the parish of St James. At the time of its creation,
Trelawny was Jamaica’s twentieth named parish and was the last of four parishes which
were formed in the island during the eighteenth century. The parish spans
approximately 337.6 sq. miles or 874.3 sq. km. and is relatively flat with the area of
highest elevation being Mount Ayr which is 3,000 ft. above sea level. Trelawny boasts
many natural features including the Martha Brae River, the parish’s main river which is
more than 20 miles long and wide plains such as the Queen of Spain’s Valley and

Windsor.
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The Martha Brae River. Courtesy of Stuart Reeves




Several caves of archaeological and historical importance are to be found in

the parish, especially in Pantrepant and Windsor which have been identified as areas
formerly inhabited by the Tainos. Much of the famed Cockpit Country with its association
with the Leeward Maroons and with its rich natural heritage of flora and fauna, including

many of Jamaica’s 27 endemic birds, yellow snakes and the Giant SwallowTail butterfly

is located in the southern part of the parish.

Alps, Southern Trelawny. Courtesy of Stuart Reeves

Its capital town of Falmouth, historically a busy commercial district, is as outstanding for its

well preserved Georgian architecture as it is for the modern Falmouth Cruise-ship Pier.



A View of Falmouth Today. Courtesy of Stuart Reeves



Map of Trelawny. Source: openstreetmap.org



Falmouth’s Historic Water Square. Courtesy of Stuart Reeves

Trelawny occupies pride of place not only in historic Jamaica but also in the present-day, being
home to the Tambu, Gerre and the Mento band, to the annual Yam Festival, to outstanding sons
and daughters of our nation including, but not limited to, sports personalities, Veronica

Campbell-Brown, CD and Dr the Honourable Usain St Leo Bolt. '



Trelawny Multi-Purpose Stadium. Courtesy of Stuart Reeves

BEFORE THE EUROPEANS: TAINO CONNECTIONS IN TRELAWNY:

Location of Taino Sites in the Parish:

Archaeological investigations as well as GIS imagery point to evidence of considerable
Taino settlement in parts of Trelawny. These sites include a few coastal locations such
as Braco and Stewart Castle but the evidence suggests that the Tainos showed a
preference for slightly elevated areas located not too far inland from the coast and near
to sources of fresh water such as Kent, Rio Bueno, Spring, Orange Valley and Clifton.

In some cases, Taino sites were also located in areas even further inland from the coast



such as Pantrepant, which is nearer to the Cockpit Country than the coastal areas of the
parish, New Forest, Windsor, Sherwood and Pembroke. So far, archaeological
investigations have not uncovered much in the way of Taino artefacts in the Cockpit
Country. Many of the Taino settlements seem to have been located in the Martha Brae
river basin and this is explained by the fact that the extensive Martha Brae River, flowing
north from the Cockpit Country to Falmouth, provided ready access to fresh water
sources for Taino settlements. As elsewhere on the island, archaeological findings
reveal that the Tainos in Trelawny used caves for religious purposes, largely burial sites
rather than dwelling places and the discovery of many Taino burial caves in several
areas of the parish is hardly surprising, given the fact that caves are a major feature of
Trelawny. Approximately 22 Taino settlement sites have been found in Trelawny in areas
such as Kent, Orange Valley, Irving Tower, Wales, Pantrepant West, Pembroke,
Sherwood, Pantrepant East, Windsor, Hampstead, Clifton, Coxheath, Roslin Castle,
New Forest, Spring, Hyde, Stewart Castle, Harmony Hall, Holland Hill, Armagh, Braco
and Rio Bueno. Additionally, Taino cave sites were identified in the parish and these are
located at New Forest, Pantrepant West and Pantrepant East, Holland Hill, Windsor (2),
Hyde Cave, Puskurrukus, Jones Hole, Home Away Cave, Shorty’s, Fisher’s, Barbeque
Bottom, Harmony Hall (2) and Good Hope. Although most of these caves were used for
burials, Petroglyphs (rock carvings or cave art) found on the walls of a few, including
Puskurrunkus, Jones Hole, Home Away Cave, Pantrepant, Windsor and Harmony Hall
suggest that some of these caves were also used by the Tainos to illustrate their beliefs
and lifestyle. Interestingly, the fact that several of these caves were found relatively
close to Taino village sites indicates the importance of religion and ceremonial practices

in the way of life of these pre-Columbian residents of Trelawny.

A Closer Look at Some Taino Sites:

Rio Bueno

The seaside community of Rio Bueno is located near Trelawny’s eastern border with St



Ann. Although its name was clearly influenced by the Spanish presence (it was first
called Puerto Bueno by them) Rio Bueno was home to Taino settlements before the
Spaniards arrived. Archaeologists have uncovered more than 1,000 artefacts from the
kitchen-middens (refuse dumps) at this site, including shell heaps, pottery remains, fishbones,
hunting and fishing implements which all point to the importance of fishing and

hunting to what must have been fairly large coastal Taino communities. * Spanish
descriptions confirm what archaeological excavations have suggested as it was at Rio
Bueno that “an enormous number of natives” (Tainos) swarmed the beach by the

harbour and in an initial show of hostility, prevented Columbus and his men from landing
at first. * During the period of English colonization, the former Taino site became part of
the Braco sugar estate and today the coastal location is focused on tourism-related
activities with the existence of the Melia Braco Village Resort and several other all-

inclusive hotels dotting the shoreline. 3

Pantrepant

Pantrepant is located on the borders of the Cockpit Country, about 9 miles from the sea
and is at an elevation of 387 feet above sea level. Three Taino sites have been
identified in Pantrepant, one an open site located on a hillside, which revealed broken
pieces of pottery associated with Taino culture as well as marine shells and this
suggests that they could have travelled to and from the coast for a source of food or
they may have traded with coastal groups. Two caves have also been identified at

Pantrepant, each having Taino petroglyphs or rock carvings on the walls.



Taino Carving at Pantrepant Trelawny. Courtesy of National Library of Jamaica

“Pantrepant”is actually of Welsh origin and shows that place names in the area were shaped by
British influence, rather than the Taino. Under English rule, Pantrepant became one of

the Trelawny properties of the famous sugar planter, John Tharp and the property, on

which plantation ruins such as the remains of the great house, boiling house and water

wheel are still visible, is now owned by Chris Blackwell. ¢



Stewart Castle

The Taino site at Stewart Castle is located on a slightly elevated area about one and a
half miles from the sea and archaeologists have found Taino artefacts in 6 distinct
mounds (kitchen middens or refuse areas) which were spread out over an area covering
about 7 acres. The extensive area over which the artefacts were discovered and the
large amount of deposits found in these mounds indicate that the Taino must have
remained in the Stewart Castle area for a considerable length of time. Items excavated
from the Stewart Castle mounds include shells of the common land snail and mussel,
crab claws, especially those of the land soldier crab, fish bones, bones from the Indian
coney as well as pieces of pottery and implements made from conch shells. Clearly, the
location of these Taino communities influenced their sources of food. Interestingly, the
geographical area within which this Taino site is located was also referred to as “Indian
Town” by Frank Cundall in his Historic Jamaica, written in 1915. It remains uncertain
whether the name given to this part of Stewart Castle was a reflection of the Taino
presence. ’

Wales

Tainos also established a settlement at Wales which is a fairly low-lying area (about 229
feet above sea-level) located further inland from coastal locations such as Falmouth but
which would have given the Tainos access to the water source of the Martha Brae River.
Artefacts uncovered from the location include pieces of pottery, some of which had
ornamentation and a variety of shells, a bone of the Indian coney and a few fish bones
which tell us about their utensils and some of their food sources. During the period of
English settlement, Wales became a sugar estate owned by the wealthy Trelawny
planter, John Tharp. The slave village was built in the same location as the Taino site
and archaeologists believe that the remains of the Taino settlement would have been

disturbed by the activities of the enslaved people. ®
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Sherwood (Today known as Sherwood Content)

Waldensia Primary School in Sherwood Content which is the alma mater of Dr the Hon.
Usain Bolt, is actually located over a Taino site investigated in 2004 by Dr Ivor Conolley
and his archaeology team. It is possible that the construction of the school may have
destroyed or hidden a significant part of this site. An eroded area surrounding the water
tank behind the school revealed Taino artefacts including pieces of pottery and a large
quantity of shells. In 2005, a Taino burial cave was also uncovered in the Piedmont area
of Sherwood Content.” Today the community of Sherwood Content has come into the
spotlight, both locally and internationally, as the birthplace and childhood home of Usain
Bolt, the shining Olympic Gold medallist. Hardly anyone in Sherwood Content today
associates the community with Taino connections. Nevertheless, archaeological work in
the area is on-going and the people of this community should also be proud of the fact

that their quiet district was once home to the first Jamaicans.

Windsor

Located on the northern end of the Cockpit country, Windsor is well known for its
famous caves. The area is also important for the Taino sites located there, including two
burial caves and an open Taino site. In one of the Windsor caves, archaeologists
uncovered rock carvings of human faces as well as pieces of pottery, shells and bones
of birds and the coney. The fact that the Martha Brae River originates in Windsor would
have been important to the Taino inhabitants who were known to have established their
settlements near to water sources. During the later period of English settlement, John
Tharp used some of this land for livestock rearing and the Windsor Great House that

was built on the property is today used as the Windsor Research Centre. '
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Windsor Cave Courtesy of Stuart Reeves

Braco

The north coastal community of Braco is today seen as one of Trelawny’s tourism
havens but it has also been established that Braco was a well-documented Taino site.
Located about 50 feet from the shoreline, this site was fairly extensive, being spread out
over about 4 acres. When UWI archaeologist, Dr Ivor Conolley re-investigated this site
in 2004, he found a large amount of shells and pieces of ceramics. A dry river bed
located not far from this site may well have been their source of water. As years passed
by, the cultivation of sugar cane on the Braco Estate from the 1770s until about 1905
and the building of settlements and roadways in the area no doubt contributed to the
destruction of some remains of Taino habitation in the area and this loss would have
been continued during World War 2 by the building of an airstrip on the Braco estate

lands for use by American forces. !
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THE FOUNDATION YEARS OF TRELAWNY: THE SPANIARDS AND THE PARISH

Long before Trelawny was carved out of St James in 1770 during English rule, parts of
what was to become Trelawny parish were influenced by the Spanish presence. On his
second voyage in 1494, having spent a short while at Santa Gloria (St Ann’s Bay)
Columbus set sail further west in search of a sheltered harbour where the ships could
be repaired. After sailing for about 15 miles, they arrived at a deep harbour which was
shaped like a horseshoe and Columbus named it Puerto Bueno (a good port at which to
shelter). It was at Rio Bueno that the Tainos at first gave Columbus and his men a
hostile reception but later allowed him to land, providing the Spaniards with food in
exchange for glass beads and hawks’ bells. A small settlement was established there by
the Spaniards and they later changed the name to Rio Bueno because of its proximity to
a river which provided the Spaniards, like the Tainos before them, with a source of fresh

water and transport. '?
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A View of Rio Bueno Harbour. Courtesy of National Library of Jamaica

One and a half miles inland from present day Falmouth, the Spaniards also established

a small settlement close to the Martha Brae River to allow them access to fresh water and
transportation. This later became Martha Brae village.

There is uncertainty about the origins of the name Martha Brae but this name was likely

a corruption or the English version of the original Spanish name for the bay at the mouth
of the river, Rio Multiberon meaning Bay of many sharks and this evolved further into
Rio Matiberion. In later years when the English arrived, they did not destroy Martha

Brae village and they later built the first capital of Trelawny (Martha Brae) on the site of
this Spanish settlement and Rio Matiberion therefore could have become known as
Martha Brae (name of the river and the village). However, Dan Ogilvie argues that given

the heavy Scottish influence in the area during English rule, it is quite possible that the
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name Martha Brae may have had Scottish origins at that time. ‘Mart’ would have meant
a place where goods were sold and ‘Brae’ was the Scottish name for a hillside bank.
Since the town developed as a riverside-hill market town, then Martha Brae could have been
adopted through local use as the resulting name. Another explanation, still widely
accepted by many in Trelawny today, rests in the Legend of Martha Brae. The legend
tells us that Martha Brae was a Taino girl who was supposed to have magical powers.
She was tortured by the Spaniards who wanted her to tell them the location of a gold
mine. As the legend goes, she agreed to show them the mine but then used her magical
powers to alter the course of the river, thereby drowning herself and her Spanish
torturers and sealing off the entrance to the fabled gold mine in the process. Even
though this explanation was a legend, its popularity to this day shows remnants of the

Spanish influence in the early settlement
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of the area."

The Martha Brae River Today. Courtesy Stuart Reeves

These early Spanish settlements at Rio Bueno and Martha Brae in the parish were part

of a general attempt by them to establish settlements along the north coast of Jamaica
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because that coast was nearer to the earlier, well established Spanish settlements of
Santiago de Cuba and Hispaniola and also because the north coast was dotted with
several small bays and fresh water rivers. Most of all, they hoped to find gold in the
mountainous areas beyond the coast. Outside of Trelawny, other north coast

settlements included Jamaica’s first “Spanish town” at Sevilla La Nueva (New Seville)
near St Ann’s Bay and Melilla (present day Port Maria). However, by 1534, the swampy,
mosquito-infested conditions around the main north coast settlements led to a general
abandonment in favour of the healthier south-coast centre of government at Villa de La
Vega (Spanish Town).

Although no large Spanish settlements were ever established in what was to become
Trelawny parish, after the Spaniards shifted their attention to the south-coast Villa de La
Vega, small pockets of Spanish settlers remained in Rio Bueno and Martha Brae as
these were still regarded as important connecting points between the north-western
coast and the main south coast settlement of Villa de la Vega. Some Spaniards who
remained in Rio Bueno and Martha Brae village did so in order to take advantage of the
thriving illegal trade that had sprung up on the north coast with the English, French and
Dutch. Because Spanish supply ships came to Jamaica very infrequently, there was
always a shortage of manufactured goods such as utensils, tools, textiles and other
items used by the Spanish settlers. This situation provided opportunities for illegal
traders from England, France and the Netherlands to supply these well needed goods
and the many unguarded cays and bays along the north coast were ideal locations for
illicit goods to be smuggled ashore. So, Rio Bueno and Martha Brae were the collecting
points in Trelawny in what became an active illegal trade. It remains uncertain how
many Spanish settlers stayed behind in these Trelawny “contraband ports” to receive
the smuggled goods but there must have been some semi-permanent groups there to
carry on the trade in hides and provisions with the English, French and Dutch.
Interestingly, Martha Brae Village was one of the few Spanish settlements that survived
destruction by the English after their conquest of Jamaica and they in fact built the first

capital of Trelawny, Martha Brae, on the site of the Spanish settlement. Outside of
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Trelawny, other north coast smuggling spots were located at Las Chorreras (Ocho

Rios), Rio Nuevo, Oracabessa, Melilla (St Mary) and Puerto Anton (Port Antonio). ™*
The Spaniards established vast cattle ranches known as Hatos mainly across the
southern plains of Jamaica from Morant Bay in the east to Savannah-La-Mar in the west
and while Trelawny had none of these vast cattle ranches that we know of, wild cattle,
pigs and horses roamed and grazed the vast plains of what is today known as the Queen of
Spain’s Valley. Spanish settlers in Rio Bueno and Martha Brae had a ready

source of meat for their own consumption and benefitted from trading the hides and
tallow (fat used for making candles) of the wild cattle with passing illegal traders in
return for clothing, utensils and some food items. It is quite likely that the name “Queen
of Spain’s Valley” represented an adaptation of the Spanish name (unknown) by later
English settlers who would convert much of this vast plain to their own use.
Nevertheless, the persistence of this name until today is a fitting tribute to the traces of

the Spanish presence in Trelawny parish more than three and a half centuries ago.

THE FOUNDATION YEARS: THE CREATION OF THE PARISH OF TRELAWNY BY
THE ENGLISH

So while the Spaniards helped to shape the early years of what would become
Trelawny, it was not until the late 18th century under English rule that the parish came
into being. In 1770, the new parish of Trelawny was carved out of lands which had
formed the eastern part of the much older parish of St James. Trelawny’s birth must
have seemed like a sweet victory to those settlers, mainly sugar cane planters from
eastern St James, who had fought long and hard to have the eastern portion of the then
566 square mile large St James declared a separate parish. In the period leading up to
1770, the eastern part of St James had approximately 88 sugar estates while the
western side, where the parish capital of Montego Bay was located, had approximately
half the number of sugar estates as eastern St James. The campaign for the creation of

a separate parish was led by these eastern planters and arose because of the tremendous
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challenges that persons living in eastern St James experienced in trying to

conduct business in Montego Bay which was almost 60 miles away from the eastern
border of St James. Journeying by horse and carriage from the eastern side to Montego
Bay on narrow dirt roads took several days if the weather was good and longer when
the roads became flooded from heavy rain. Alternative river transportation

especially of estate products was not the solution because these rivers had heavy
accumulations of mud in some cases and proved dangerous when they were in spate
after heavy rains. The eastern planters were especially affected by steep transportation
costs because sugar exports and all trading goods had to go through the port at
Montego Bay. In 1733 the first petition to have a separate parish carved out of the
eastern part of St James failed to win sufficient support in the Jamaican Assembly. The
proposal to divide the parish faced stiff opposition from sugar planters from western St
James and their supporters who were worried that the creation of a new parish in the
east with its own port would result in decreased trade profits by Montego Bay.
Perseverance paid off in November 1770 when another petition to have a new parish
created out of eastern St James was formally passed into law by the House of
Assembly and the new parish was named Trelawny in honour of the then governor, Sir
William Trelawny. The boundary line between St James and Trelawny in 1770 was a line
running south from a tavern/house at Long Bay (about twelve miles east of Montego
Bay) all the way down to the northern border of St Elizabeth. Business places were
closed down, bonfires blazed on Gun Hill and several days and nights were spent

celebrating the birth of their new parish."
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James Robertson’s 1804 Map of Trelawny, Showing a Portion of St James. Courtesy of National
Library of Jamaica

See endnote number 35 on page 191 of this document for a link to James Robertson’s 1804 Map
of the County of Cornwall which allows navigation of the map of Trelawny.



THE GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF TOWNS UP TO EMANCIPATION: THE
TOWN OF MARTHA BRAE, THE FIRST CAPITAL OF TRELAWNY PARISH

When Trelawny was formed, it was the town of Martha Brae that was chosen as the first
capital of the parish. As seen earlier, when the English began to settle parts of Jamaica,
they did not destroy the former Spanish settlement at Martha Brae. Instead, by 1762,

the English had built their town on the site of the Spanish settlement. The town was
located near to the Martha Brae River, about two and a half miles upstream from the
coast and the surrounding plantations of Holland and Irving Tower. Henry Cuniffe, the
owner of Holland estate and other Trelawny properties, allowed authorities to extend the
town to include the eastern end of Holland estate. An English surveyor, Cuniffe agreed
to lay out the design for the town, allowing for two streets which ran from east to west
and in keeping with the English tradition, these were named Queen Street and King
Street. Additionally, there were three streets which ran from north to south and these
were named Church, Duke and Princess Streets. In all, the eighty-five lots which were
laid out for houses and shops were all sold. Martha Brae was the centre of activities in
the parish and offices of the parish vestry (like today’s parish council) the militia and
court were all located in the capital. It was a sign of social distinction for wealthy
Trelawny sugar planters to have a “grand town house” (a house with two storeys) in
Martha Brae and by 1774, there were over thirty of these houses, most built in the
Georgian style of architecture. Interestingly, Cuniffe, who had a townhouse in Martha
Brae, named the town Lyttleton in tribute to then governor of Jamaica, William Lyttleton.
However, with the passing of time, a clear preference for the name Martha Brae
emerged as the town was identified with the nearby river bearing that name and
Lyttleton was no longer used.'® When Trelawny was created, the parish therefore had a
ready-made capital at Martha Brae.

Locating the town so close to the Martha Brae River meant that they had a constant
source of fresh water and the river made it possible to supply goods to the surrounding

sugar estates and this made the transportation of goods to and from the coast less
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expensive. Heavy silt and other obstacles were cleared from the river and the plan was
for the larger vessels to dock at the Rock which was a small seaport community nearer
to the coast than Martha Brae. The Rock served as the port for Martha Brae. From the
Rock, smaller boats would take the goods the rest of the way up the river to the capital
and on the return journey, goods for export from surrounding estates would be taken
downstream to the Rock, where they would be loaded onto the larger vessels docked

there.

The Wharf at Rock. Courtesy of Stuart Reeves

Because of its importance to imports and exports passing through Martha Brae, it
is not surprising that the Rock also emerged as a prosperous little seaport community
with five piers for docking larger vessels, a few two-storey houses and quite a collection

of rum bars or ‘spirit-license’ shops as they were known then. 7
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Rock, Fisherman’s Wharf Today. Courtesy of Stuart Reeves

FALMOUTH: THE NEW CAPITAL OF TRELAWNY

Martha Brae had major disadvantages which meant that it could not remain the capital
for the long term. There was frequent buildup of silt at the mouth of the Martha Brae
River which made navigation very challenging and the waters of the cove by the Rock
were too shallow and could not accommodate more than a few vessels at a time.
Trelawny’s profitable sugar industry was expanding rapidly in the late eighteenth century
and this also meant an increase in the amount of exports and imports passing through

the capital. Neither the Martha Brae River nor the Rock could cope with the increased
volume of trade. Moreover, Martha Brae was at a distance of one mile inland from the
coast and two and a half miles upstream. There was therefore an urgent need for a new

capital which was located on the coast with a harbour which could accommodate more



ships at a time. Martha Brae’s small size of 50 acres may have been suitable for the
early years but by 1790, the expanding sugar economy and the increasing population

required a bigger capital with easier access to shipping facilities.

The Birth of the Town of Falmouth

Most accounts give Edward Moulton Barrett, who was one of the most influential
planters in Trelawny, the full credit for the formation of the town that became known as
Falmouth. These accounts have given the misleading impression that all of the land on
which the town of Falmouth was built belonged to Edward Moulton Barrett who as of
the 1770s began to subdivide his property, known as Palmetto Point, and sell lots to
interested buyers. According to these accounts, when sufficient of these lots were
bought, plans were drawn up for the new town and Falmouth was born. However, as
Ivor Conolley and James Parrent point out, a careful examination of the Land deeds
(documents showing who owns lands in a given area) reveals that although Edward
Barrett and his family owned a great deal of the land that would one day become
Falmouth, the Barretts did not own all of it. In fact another planter, Thomas Reid was the
owner of 300 acres of land that was located on the harbour that would one day become
Falmouth Harbour, so it was considered prime land. In 1769, one year before the
creation of Trelawny, Thomas Reid began to subdivide and sell his land which was
located in the north-east section of what is today known as Falmouth. Edward Barrett
did not start selling lots from his Palmetto Point property until 1774. In December 1769,
Thomas Reid sold four lots of his land and continued subdividing and selling lots in
December 1770, the same year in which Trelawny was carved out of St James and the
name of the property which appeared on the land deeds for these sales was “Martha
Brae Point otherwise known as Falmouth”. The process of subdividing the land and
selling to interested buyers was the first step in the formation of the town of Falmouth
and so the evidence suggests that it was Thomas Reid and not Edward Barrett who

started the process of the town’s formation in 1769 and that he did so five years before
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Edward Barrett started to subdivide and sell his property of Palmetto Point in 1774.
From the information on the deeds of land sold by Thomas Reid, it also appears that it
was Reid who named the early settlement Falmouth in 1770 after the birthplace of
Governor William Trelawny who had overseen the creation of the parish of Trelawny in
1770. In 1774, Edward Barrett purchased 152 acres from Thomas Reid and so by that
year, Barrett was really the owner of most of the land that would make up the rest of
Falmouth. In that year, 1774, Barrett began to subdivide and sell his lands which were
located to the north-west and south of Reid’s lands. The important conclusion that may
be drawn from this is that both men, Thomas Reid and Edward Moulton Barrett
contributed to the formation of the town of Falmouth but that Reid led the way in starting
the process of town formation. Custom and oral tradition supported this because the
north-east part of Falmouth where Reid’s lands were situated was for some time
referred to as Reid Town whereas the part of Falmouth where Barrett’s lands were

located was called Barrett Town.
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Moulton Barrett House. Courtesy of National Library of Jamaica



The Development of the Town of Falmouth and its Emergence as the Second

Capital of Trelawny

Edward Barrett was a wealthier and far more influential planter than Thomas Reid and
this may explain why Barrett and not Reid was given the credit for Falmouth’s
emergence as a town. Barrett was put in charge of a commission established by the
Trelawny Parish Vestry to make recommendations on a new capital. Because he was
such a wealthy landowner, Edward Barrett was also able to donate the land at the
centre of the town on which the Anglican Parish Church would later be built. This young
town of Falmouth had several features which made it ideal for the establishment of
Trelawny’s second capital. Its location right on the north coast of the parish, about a
mile west of the Rock, allowed easy access to a very good harbour which would
accommodate the expanding import and export trade of the parish. The abundance of
flat, coastal land would facilitate the construction of a large seaport town with
comfortable space for homes and businesses. The land was surveyed and plans were
drawn up for the new town which was laid out in keeping with a grid of about thirty
vertical and horizontal streets. At the centre of the town, the land which had been
donated by Barrett was to be reserved for the first Anglican Parish Church in Trelawny
and the rest of the land which had not yet been sold was subdivided into plots and
within a short space of time, every remaining plot was sold, mainly to many of the
parish’s prosperous planters and merchants. In keeping with eighteenth-century English
traditions of street naming, several of Falmouth’s streets were named for English
royalty, nobility and outstanding figures. For example Duke Street intersected with Pitt

Street, named after famed Prime Minister, William Pitt. '8
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Edward Barrett House, Tharp House, Tharp Wharf, Other Wharves and Homes
Among Falmouth’s leading early English residents was Edward Moulton Barrett who
built his house at the corner of no. 1 Market Street and Lower Harbour Street. Known as
the Edward Barrett House, this two-storey residence was one of the largest and most
splendid homes in Falmouth. It was twice as wide as the nearby houses. Edward Barrett
at least started the building of this home in 1799 but died before it could be completed.
Barrett had willed the house to his grandson, Samuel Barrett Moulton on the condition
that he should change his last name to Barrett, which he did. So his grandson, known

as Samuel Barrett Moulton Barrett inherited the house and the Barrett family remained
closely identified with it. Although the second floor was destroyed by a hurricane in the
early twentieth century, the basic structure of this historical site gives an idea of its early

magnificence.

Barrett House, Falmouth. Courtesy of Stuart Reeves
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Side View of Barrett House, Falmouth. Courtesy of Stuart Reeves

Barrett’s cousin and wealthy Trelawny planter who was also custos of the parish until
1795, John Tharp owned three town houses in Falmouth along with a foundry (pre-
dated the Phoenix Foundry) for making iron castings and repairing estate equipment
and a wharf. In 1778, Tharp had purchased land from Edward Barrett and on this land
he built Tharp Wharf which became the shipping outlet for Tharp’s Good Hope
Plantation. In later years, Tharp’s Wharf became Government Wharf. He also built a
single-storey house at the wharf location and this served as an office as well as his
residence. This became known as Tharp House. After his death, the town residence
continued to be used as a wharf office and later on in the twentieth century as the Tax
Collector’s office. Tharp Street remains in present-day Falmouth to mark the

contribution of John Tharp to the early fortunes of the parish.






