THE HISTORY OF THE PARISH OF ST ELIZABETH

BY DR JENNY JEMMOTT

INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW OF ST ELIZABETH

St Elizabethisone d/F YI A OF Qa 2f RSad LI NAaKSasx KI @gAy3
parishes with were in existence by 167fbllowing closely onthe first batch which had been
created by the Jamaican Assembly in 16B#e 1664 pioneering parishes were St Thomas, St
David, St Andrewst John, Clarendon, Porbyal and St Catherind 1671Map of Jamaica,
produced as a result @ survey of the island ordered by Governor Sir Thomas Modyford,
showed St Elizadth to be among the second gropwhich also included St George, St Mary, St
Ann and St JameBefore 1703, St Elizabeth was extremely laog@eringmost of western
Jamaicaincluding preent-day WestmorelandAs will be seen in a later section, changes to the
boundaries of the parish began in 1703 and ended in 1814, reducing St Elizabeth to its present
size. Even with these reductions, St Elizabeth rentaitisyasWI Y | seGdndladrgest parish
with an area of 1,212.4 square kilometres behind St Ann, the lapgesh with an area of

1,2126 square kilometres.
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Black River, Capital of St Elizab€thurtesy of the National Library of Jamaica
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Map of St Elizabeth, Jamai€ourtesy of @ OpenStreetMap contributof$his map data is
available under the Open Database License. The cartography is licensed aSAC By

Located in soutlwestern Jamaica the county ofCornwal] St Elizabeth i®day bordered to
the west by Westmoreland, to the east by Manchester, to the north by St James and Trelawny
and to the south by the beautiful waters of the Caribbean Sé&s parish isich in historical



and culturalsignificance, laying claim for exahapto having the third highest number of
recorded sitegthirty sever) where the Taino, the first Jamaicans liv&mhly St Ann (seventy
one) and Clarendon (foryysurpass St ElizabethknownTaino sites.

St Elizabetlalso holds pride of place as beingme toblack freedom fightes inspired by Sam
Sharpe and té\ccompongfamous forits own freedom fightand the enduring culturdegacy of
the Maroons.

Accompong Cemetery in the Land of the MaroBosrtesy of he National Library of Jamaica

Indeed, he history and culture of St Elizabeth have been shaped by the diverse populations
who came or were brought to the parish over the centurigsElizabeth stands out for the
variation in its geographical featuresuch as itsnajestic mountain ranges inaing the Nassau
Mountains in the northReastern section of the parish, the Lacovia Mountains, which lie to the
west of the Nassau Mountains and the Santa Cruz Mountainshrun southward, dividing

the vast St Elizabeth plains. Thegdegread plains andavannahsistorically ledto an
emphasis on cattle rearing and agricultued helpedtoshapgé & 9t AT I 6 SGKQa
breadbaskeparishof Jamaica.
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The parish is home to several rivarecluding the historically significant Black Rjwenich is

GKS aS02yR t2y3Said NAGSNI Ay aMilfrofrlwhichithe payisB E G G 2
capital of Black River took its namw/l Y A OF Qa I NAS&ad ¢ Sithel yRaX K¢
Lower Morasswhich arehome to many species of endangeredraals and ninetytwo species
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BEFORE THE EUROPEANS: TAINO INHABITANTS OF ST ELIZABETH
Taino Sites in St Elizabeth:

WEYFAOFQa SIENIASAG AYyKFoAdll yHizabetfiAsRBedinkh& A NJ K2 Y
Introduction,the parish has the third highest number of known Taino sites next to Clarendon

and St Ann. ©&he thirty-sevenrecorded Taino locations in SiZabeth, eigkeen wereMidden

Sitesand nineteen wereéCave SitesMidden sitesare reallyheapsof accumulated refusevhich

were formed over time. Archaeologists have found remains of items used by the Trathese

middens. Examples inclughéeces of animal and fish bones, remains of tools, pottery and other
artefacts used by the first Jamaicans who lived in villages on or near the midden sites.

By studying the items found in these middens, archaeologists are able to give us a good idea of

the material culture and lifestyle of the Taind$e Cave SitescludedBural Caveswhere

some of their dead were laid to rest, aR@troglyph Cave®Ve know that Taino artists carved

images into the rocks or walls of cayaad these rock carvings were knownRetroglyphs

ThesePS (I NP If @ LIK&a & KSR f A 3 HKdstyl@and theg wéfeQrokably2 ¥ G KS ¢ |
important for ceremonial and religious purposes as well.
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Tainos lived mainly by fishing as well as by farming and hunting. Most of their villages and
therefore, their middens were located along the coast of St ElizabEdimo midden sites were
found atAlligator Poncand Alligator Pond Reron the soutleast coast, near to the border
between St Elizabeth and Manchest@ther locations include®ilnockwhich isnear to

Wilton, Calabash Bato the west of Great Pedro Pontlhe BlackRiver sitenear to Moco Point
and Race Cours8andy Banlon the northwestern bank of the Great Pedro Poadd four

Fort Charlesites locatectlose to each otheon the southwestoast of St Elizabeth, near to
Starve Gut Bayright on Black River Bay, very close to Black River High School, there are two
more Taino sites, one &napville Nortland the other atknapville SouthGreat Pedro Bayhear
to Great Pedro Bluff on the soutfestern tip of the parishwas home to yet aother Taino
midden site. Aniddenwas also found atong Acre Poinh Malcolm Bay in the southwestern
end of the parishTaino middens were also found in tBeilll Savannakldistrict between Cutlass



Bay and Alligtor Pond BayBillyBay 6 SG ¢SSy {0 NS Ddzi . |
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Turning the Spotlight on Selected Taino Middens in St Elizabeth:
Alligator Pond Midden

There were two important Taino settlements and middens in the area known today as Alligator
Pond. Both settlements and middens were located along the southeast coast of St Elizabeth,
close to the border with Manchester. The first was tiégator Pond Midenand the second
wasthe Alligator Pond River MiddeAlligator Pond midden was found at a distance of 0.09
kilometres from the segand this was in keeping with the Taino practice of settling their
communities fairly near to the sedhe Alligator Bnd site lay at five metres or fifteen feet

above sea level and covered quite a large area of 13, 408 square metres, making it larger than
the Alligator Pond River sititerestingly, this site remained undisturbed until 1973, when
Archaeologists carried oatn extensive study of the midden.

They found a reasonably large collection of fragments of poffgngrds or potsherdsnd

utensils used by the Tainos of this village community. Among these were pieces of gfldtles (
ceramic platesised for baking cassava breadyvater jar spout, nine handles, sikwhich
belonged to water jars, a great many pottery fragments, some of which were decorated and
some of which were plain. Some of the vessel fragments were pottery rims which were shaped
like turtles. These turtlshaped pottery rims were commonly found in some Taino middens
such as that at Alligator Pondnd this shows the importance of the turtle in the everyday lives
of the TainosThe turtleshaped designs are a common featureadfainopottery stylethat
archaeologists have namd®edwarebecause of the red clay mixture applied by the Tainos to
parts of some of their utensilgsrchaeologists have shown that Tainos who practised the
Redware culture were present in Jamaica before9@D) and that they preferred to set up their
villages along coastal areas, close to the seasités Redware culture was common among the
Tainos of the dry, southern coastal areas of St Elizalvdtl settled near to the seaside
Interestingly archaeologists found no shells, coral, fossils, animal or human bones here.

Alligator Pond River Midden

The Alligator Pond River midden was located closer to the sea than Alligator Pond, at a distance
of 0.06 kilometres and was also at a lower elevatioant Alligator Pond, being three metres or

ten feet above sea leveThissite was much smaller than Alligator Pond, covering an area of
4,358 square metres. Despite being much smaller, this site had a much larger and greater
variety of Taino artefacts thaflligator Pondin fact, Alligator Pon&ver is outstanding for its

very large collection of Redware potted.vaiety of different ceramics wa®und here.These
included2,209 plain body sherds (broken pieces from tioely of the pottery) ninety eight

decorated body sherds, 374 plain rim sherds (from the rim of the pottery) 160 decorated rim
sherds fifty two plain griddles and forty eigtmandles.Of the 2, 209lain body sherds found,



eighty sixbelonged to water jars and of the forty eightindles éund, four belonged to water
jars, which were commonly used by the Tainos. Interestingly, the carvings on the decorated
pieces of pottery represented bats, sharks and not surprisingly, tuslgditionally, they also
found several conch shell celéd sbne celts which the Tainos used as ax&ame polished
stone beads, @endant made from shellsnd an earthenware spindle (used for spinning cotton
into cloth) were also somef the interesting findsThe spindle tells us that the Tainos who lived
in thisarea were making use of cottpwhich still grows wild in the Alligator Pond area of the
parish.Unlikethe Alligator Pondsite, this locatiorhad manyeminders ofthe eating habits of

the Tainos. Over thirtynarine shells, most belonging to the queemch, were locatedhere, as
well as twenty fiveanimal bones belonging to adult sea turtles, the Jamaican hutia, birds and
frogs.

Calabash Bay Midden

The Calabash Bay midden site is situated to the west of Great Pedro Pond and is fairly close to
the sea, at a distance of only 0.09 kilometres from the water. It is quitdyow, at twentyfive

feet or eight metres above sea level and has an area 0604 square metreg-ortunately, the
Calabash Bay site was researched by archaeologist, J@ne in 1972, because by 1976,
Calabash Bay was being threatened by housing developmsntad the case witthe Alligator

Pond sitesthe Tainos who settledtaCalabash Baysed pottery which belonged to the
Redwarecategory.

There was a fairly large collection of artefacts found harel these inalded 160 plain rim
sherds and seventyecorated rim sherds (pieces from the rims of utensksagments from th
body of utensils (body sherdsuch as water jars were also found. Of thesdysherds, 160
were plain and seventy ongere decoratedwvith carvingsmainly of turtles which showed that
the Redware pottery was characteristic of Calabash Bay. In additichaeologists also found
thirty two handles belonging to water jars and otheensils, twenty seven plain griddles, five
stone celtsand sixconch shell celts (axedbout twenty twoshells from large sea snails and
the queen conchalong with othermarine specieswvere also found at this sitén interesting
and significant find at Calabash Bay weme fpendants made from coarlyecrystallne white
rock. This type of rock is not present in Jamaica but was used in the-sasitérn Caribbean to
make snall ornamental trinketsand this led.ee to concludehat thesetwo pendantswere
items of tradebrought to the area by dinosfrom Trinidad

The Black Rivexidden

Located near to Moco Point and Race Course, the Black River midderi@itedialongthe
first slight rising inland from the beactt an elevation ofen feet or three metres above sea



level. It is situated 0.2 kilometres from the sea and has an area of 4,405 square metres.
Archaeologist James W. Lee believed that originally, the middest have been larger because

when he located and researched the site in 1973, a shopping centre was being built in the
GAOAYAGRE YR odzZ t R21T Ay3 Ydzald KIFI &3S RS&AGNBeSR |
area.

The Black River midden sitesignificar for two main reasongrirstly, lesides the variety of
artefacts found there, this igne of a few midden sitesn the island where human skeletal
remains were foundSecondly, the Black River midden site was occupied by Tainos who were of
the White Marl cultural group which archaeologists have shown lived in Jamaica after AD 900.
The pottery developed by the White Marl cultural group was different in several ways from the
Redware potteryincluding the facthat it was made from a brown clay paste and dot have

that distinctive red clay colouring which was a feature of the Redware culihegWhite Marl
cultural groupwas named after the larggettlements andnidden found at White Marl, Central
Village, in St Catherin@lthough the Redware Tainosgferred seaside villages, thEainosof

the White Marl cultural grougettled all over the island, on hillsides as well as near the coast.
Therefore, White Marl culture was also found in St Elizabeth sites such as the Black River
midden site.

A fairly lar@ collection of artefacts was found at the Black Rmétden. These ranged from
pottery fragments (ptsherds or sherds) including seventeen decorated rim sherds, ggaanm
rim sherdsforty plain body sherds, fourandlesthree plain griddles, onstone celt ancdthree
conch shell celtsTheir use of shellfish for food was shown in the recovethidiy eightshells
belonging to a variety of maringpecies. A total of sixteeamimal bones were also discovered
at the Black River site. These included the rib of a West Indian manatee or sea cow, bones
belonging to the green sdartle and remains o& species of fresh water turtl&nown as the
Cat Island Slidewhich isfound n the Bahamas and Jamaica

Interestingly, bones from the wild pigere also found at the Black River midden and this
discovery suggests that the Black River site was occupied by generatibasa$ who were
still there during the early Spanish occupatidVild pigsvere not native to Jamaica. It was the
Spaniardsvho introduced pigs into the island aheft them to roam wild, giving rise to the wild
pigswhich populated all parts of Jamaica.

Archaeologists have not provided much information on the humsiegletal remains found at

the Black River midden. However, we do know that the bones were excavated from the same
layers in which the Taino artefacts were found, therefore placing the bones in the same time
period as the other Taino artefacts. In all, thevere eighteen human bones recovereadthe
number of fragments of the right tibiae found allowed archaeologists to conclude that these
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belonged to a minimum dhree individuals In addition, they also found a fragment of a femur
from an individual whb, tests determined, was less than fifteen years old.

TheFort Charles Middes

Four Taino middens were located in the area of Fort Chadas to Starve Gut Bay on the
southwest coast of St Elizabeffhese were identified as Fort Charles A, Fort Charles B, Fort
Charles House and Fort Charles Naardl. Fort Charles A is right by the sea at an elevation of
twenty five feet or eight metres above sea level and is the largest of all the Farte€

middens, with an area of 8,715 square metrésrt arles B is slightly further back from Fort
Charles Aat a distance of 0.06 kilometres from the sea and is at the same elevation as Fort
Charles A. This is a much smaller midden than Fort Charles A, withaaof 2,143 square
metres.

C2NI / KINXISa | 2dzaS Aa Of 2aSatladistancad NANJoNiétrgsQ a
from the sea and lies at the highest elevation of all four sites, at 330 feet or 102 metres above
sea levelFort Charles Nembhdris further inland than all the other Fort Charles sitgsa

distance of 1.2 kilometres from the sea and is also at a higher elevation than Fort Gharlds

B, lying at 250 feet or seventy severetres above sea leveDf all the Fort Charles middens,

only Fort Charles A is discussed here because it contained a substantial collection of artefacts
and also because of the shallow grave found at Fort Charles A.

Archaeologist James Lee researched Fort Charles Aaltfl found quite a largeollection of
Taino artefactsThese includedifty eight pieces of pottery rims (rim sherd8)irty one of which
were decorategdwhile twenty seven were plain. There were 186 pieces from the body of the
pottery (body sherdsandeleven handles, all of which belongedwater jars Fagments of
three griddlesused in the baking of cassava breaére also found at the midden
Additionally, there was an interesting discovery of three vessels, one of wiaistboat shaped
andvery well preserved. One of these vessels hduga type of pottery handle which is flat)
which represents a turtlea design commonly found in Taino pottery.

A significant discovery made by Lee at Fort Charles A was a shallow grave, part of which was
exposed as a result of erosion by waves. legorted that the size of the gravedicated that it

may have been for a small child but no skeletal remains were found and these may very well
have been washed out to sea as a result of many years of wave erosion. Two small but
complete bowls were foundt the grave and may have been placed thetth food for

ceremonial purposet accompany the dead on the journey to Coyaba (heavasnyas
customary among the Taino&s Fort Charles A was so close to the sea, it is not surprising that
over twenty eiglh shells and twelve animal bones belonging to marine spesiegh as salt

water clams or snailand the queen conclwere found at the midder?

t
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To date, archaeologists have studied and recorded ninelesno cave sites in St Elizabedi.
this number, four were TainBetroglyph Caveand fifteen were Tain®urial CavesAswas
previously explainedhe first Jamaicans sometimes carved images into the rocks or walls of
caves. These cave walls were usuafllimestone rock which made it easier for Taino artists to
carve images into the rocks. By far, the most common image carved was ashapald face
with three circular spaces to represent the eyes and motitie four recorded gtroglyph caves
in St Eliabeth(discussed shortlyyere Duff HouseWarminster Red Bankand Reynold Bent
caves.

Tainos also used caves as burial places and for ceremonial purpbsefiiteen recorded brial
caves in St Elizabeth weBaalbe¢Bull &ivannah land Bull &wvannah2, Breadnut Wod land
Breadnut VWod 2 Dildo PointSimeon Genugoy HoleMoney Cave, Pedro Bluffad Pedro
Bluff B, Parchment Cave, Peru Cave, B&lardlley IandBallard2 Valley 2We know that the
Tainos did not live in these caves but usuklgd in villages or occupation sites which were
located within a reasonable distance from the ca&e will be seen shortly rehaeologists also
found a variety of Taino artacts inboth the Petroglyphand theBurialcaves.

Highlighting the PetroglyplCaves of St Elizabeth
Duff HousePetroglyphCave

Duff House Cave is located in the parish but very close to the border between St Elizabeth and
Manchester As was the case with most Taino caves, Duff House is at a fair elevation of 375 feet
or 115 metres hove sea level and is at a distance of 2.7 kilometres from theAsehaeologist
James W. Lee researched this cave in 1980 and found one very clear petregligrhwas a

face carved into the limestone rock of the cave wall facing north. Lee suggesiecthier

carvings may have been present but these were not cl@eae stone celt (a Taino axe) was

found in the caveln 1981, broken remains of Taino pottery (potsherds) matchindates

White Marl culture were found in a field next to the cave. As noted previously, the Tainos did

not live in these caves and Lee suggested that the Tainos who used Duff House Cave may very
Sttt KIS ftAOSR Ay GKS ySIENBaild GAaftftlmeS gKAOK
just across the border in Manchester.

WarminsterPetroglyphCave

Warminster Cave is found in the Links Hill area of the Genus district. Links Hill is northeast of
Red Bank and northwest of Brinkléyarminster is located at quite a high elevation/&0 feet
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or 231 metres above sea level and at a fair distance of 8.3 kilometres from thieesea.

researched and recorded this petroglyph cave in 1969. The petroglyphs in Warminster

consisted of several faces and some geometric desiugmsh werecut into the limestone rock.

lf K2dzZ3K GKS&aS 6SNBE fFGSNI RSAaONAOSR a adKS
WI Y I, A€@ Feported that they may have been partially damaged in 188&facts which

were found next to the petroglyphs includédo stone celts which matched the White Marl

culture of the Tainos who lived in the area after AD 90&. possible that thedinos who made

the carvings at \@Wrminster may have lived in the nearest villegge at Bull Savannalkwhich

was 8.11 kilometres away from Warminster.

Red BankPetroglyphCave

Red Bank Cave is located in the Red Bank district which is on the eastern side of St Elizabeth,
near to the border with ManchesteRed Bank district is southeast of Malvern and to the
southwest of NainRed Bank Cave is much higherthan most of the cave sites in the parish,

at an elevation of 1,225 feet or 377 metres above sea ldvisl.also fairly far from the sea, at a
distance of 7.9 kilometresResearched and recorded by Lee in 1969, Red Bank had one
petroglyph which had been badly defaced and mutilated, most likely by vandals. It is possible
that the Tainos who used Red Bank Cave may have lived in the nearest occupatvaimicit

was 7.99 kilometres away at Yardley Chase in St Elizabeth.

Reynold Bent Petroglyph Cave

Reynold Bent Cave is found to the west of WarminsereGand is fairly well inland at a

distance of 8.3 kilometres from the s€khis is also at a high elewati of nine hundred feet or

277 metres above sea levéke studied and mapped this cave in 1970 and he described

Reynold Bent cave as being small and low. Carved into the cave wall was a very clear petroglyph
of a human face with the usual three holes representing eyes and mouth. This face was

different fromthose found in the other caves of St Elizabeth in that there were three haloes
above the head.

Scattered about the floor of the cave was a small but important collection of Taino artefacts
including two decorated rim sherds (rims from broken potteoyje plain rim sherd, one
decorated body sherd (pieces from the main part or body of the potterng plain body sherd
and one plain griddleThe artefacts all show features which identify them as belonging to the
White Marl culture of the Taino people whioéd in Jamaica after AD 90these may have

been from utensils used by the Taino artists while they worked on carving this face into the
cave.Additionally, Lee also found a shell frontaege to medium sea snail known as the West
Indian fighting conchsfrombus pugilisand three bones from a wild pigmportantly, a& with
other discoveries of bones from the wild pig, this find at Reynold Bent Cave tells us that the



13

Taino people who used this cave must have been fragareration that livedat the time ofthe
early Spanish occupation as the pig was brought to the island by the Spaiiairttss who

used the Reynold Bent Cave may have lived in the settlement at Yardley Chase, which, at a
distance of 8.41 kilometres from Reynold Bent, was the nearest Tammanity.

Highlighting the Burial Caves of St Elizabeth

Most of what we know about Taino burial caves in St Elizabeth was researched and recorded by
archaeologist James William L&#.the fifteen caves (listed earliegyhich Lee identified as

Taino buridcaves in the parish, there were eleven caves in which Lee found no skeletal
remains. However, based on reports made by earlier archaeologists or by owners of lands on
which the caves were located, Lee was able to conclude that these eleven caves (briefly
described here) were either known or suspected to have been used by the Tainos for burials.
There were at least three Taino sites at Bull Savannah in the parish, with one midden site
(discussed previously) and two burial caves.

Bull Savannah,locatedat an elevation of 675 feet or 208 metres above sea level and 0.8
kilometres from the seayas one of the caves where Lee found no human remaii967 but
nevertheless classified it as a burial cave based on @weenceLocated in the same vicinity
as the Bull Savannah sité&readnut Wood 2vas right next to Breadnut Wood 1, an important
burial caveBreadnut Wood 2vas 650 feet or two hundred metres above sea level and at a
distance of 0.7 kilometres from the se&s with Bull Savannah 1, no humsleletal remains
were found by Lee d@readnut Wood 2which was nevertheless identified as a Taino burial
cave based on other evidencklso among the eleven caves without skeletal remains in 1967
wasDildo Point Cavdocated at 325 feet above sea leagld very close to the sea at Yardley
ChaseSimeon Genusurial cave, located in the Links Hill area, about 750 feet or 231 metres
abovesea level and fairly far inland at a distance of 8.6 kilometres from the sea, contained no
humanremains when it was ngped by Lee in 1970.

Boy Hole Cayéocated at a very low elevation of eighty feet or twenty five metres above sea
level was also in this group of eleven cawdeney Cavelocated slightly south east of Boy Hole
Cave in the general vicinity of Malvern, was also believed to have contained Taino remains at
one point, but there were none in 1964 whéee carried out his survey.ocated on the Great
Pedro Bluff, overlooking @at Pedro Bay, were two other known or suspected Taino burial
caves. These weteedro Bluff AandPedro Bluff BAn earlier report by an archaeologist,
Duerden, in 189,/had indicated that three or four skulls had been found at Pedro Bluff A in the
later nineteenth centuryHowever, neither cave had any human remains when they were
explored by Lee in 196Parchment Cavdocated to the north of the Pedro Bluff Cayes

showed no signs of human remains in 196Gt Lee reported that in the 1940s, the owner of

the land on which Parchment Cave was located had removed skeletal remains from the cave.
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NeitherPeru Cavénear to Mitchum in the Peru district) norl- £ £ | NR Qad any humdnS & H
remains when these were explored by Lee between 1967 and 1968, alttibeigghhad been
SFNXASNI NBLR2NI&a 2F KdzYly o2ySa +da . FfflFNRQa =+

Taino Remains Recovered From Four Burial Caves in St Elizabeth

There were four caves in which Lee fousubstantial evidence of Taino burials. These cave
sites wereBaalbec, Bulbavannah 2, Breadnut Woodafhd Ballard? Valley 1

Baalbec Cave

Baalbec Cave is found in the general area of Nain on the eastern side of St Elizabeth. The cave is
located at 750 feet or 231 metres above sea level and quite a bit inland, at 13.2 kilsrfretmre

the sea. This cave was discovered during construction work in the area and was mapped by Lee
in 1967 .Fragmentf human skeletal remains were found by Lee at Baglaed these were

confirmed to be those of Taino people of the Redware culture, whee in Jamaica before AD

900. Pieces of a shallow Redware dish with turtle head designs on the handles were found near
the skeletal remainsand this would seem to be in keeping with the Taino practice of burying

their dead along with food for the journdgp Coyabgthe afterlife). A stone celt was also found

in the cave.

Bull Savannah 2

Among the cluster of Bull Savannah sites, Bull Savannah 2 is the most northerly and overlooks
Little Pedro Point. This burial cave is at a very high elevation of 1,190 feet or 366 metres above
sea level. Bull Savannah Burial Cave 2 is located at a distb2@&kilometres from the sea.
Sgnificant evidence ofainoburialswas uncovered at the sitén all, human remains of at least
three individuals were foundncluded among the remains were two human skulls, one of

which was almost complete or intadthe forehead of this skull was atrtificially flattened, in
keeping with the Taino custom. Tests results showed that the skull most likely was that of a
malewho appears to have been a young or middged adult. The second skull was badly
decomposed and daaged and was found on the cave flg@long with a number of teeth and
other bones. Fragments of a femur were found and tests showed that this belonged to a child,
younger than fifteen years.

A boatshaped bowl with a human face engead on the lug (flaened handle) of the bowlvas

also found A large amount of Taino pottery fragments were found in this camd this is

important because the greater number of utensils at the burial site suggestshibagtersons

buried here may have beeuf higher rankor status in their communityThis also shows the
ceremonial importance of burying the Taino dead with food to accompany them on the journey
to the afterlife.
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Breadnut WoodBurial Cavel

Breadnut Wood burial cave is located in the same general area &uth8avannah sites,
overlooking Little Pedro Pointhe cave is found at a fair elevation of 650 feet or 200 metres
above sea level and at a distarmmie0.7kilometres from the sealVhen Lee investigated

Breadnut Wood cave in 1968, he found six human Isdm&onging to two individuals, one an

adult and the other, a juvenile. Carbon dating tests done on the bones showed that the remains
date back to the time of Taino occupation of the area. Moreover, the pottery fragments found
alongside the bonewere allidentified asparts ofutensils used by the Taino peoples of the

White Marl culture who were in Jamaica after AD 900.

As with Bull Savannah 2, the amount of Taino artefacts found in Breadnut Wood 1 was
considerable. These included twenty eight pieces ftbebody of the pottery (body sherds)

and nine pieces from the rims of the pottery (rim sherds). Interestingly, five plain griddles used
for baking cassava bread (bammies) were also found along with the bones, perhaps suggesting
the importance of cassavaread for the journey taCoyabathe afterlife). Six animal bones,

including a rib from the West Indian manatee or sea cow and a skull from the hutia also point to
the importance of the animals which the Taino included in their diet.

.t £ NRBQkal Cavefl f S &
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as the source of the largest recovery of human (Taino) remains in the pahnisfilainos whose
NBYIFAYya ¢gSNBE T2dzyR A€ alsolarhdng theR\VAite MarllcdltdreSuhich/ | @S w
lived in the area after AD 900his burial cave is situated west of the Bull Savannah sites and

also overlooks Little Pedro Poifithe cave is at a fairly high elevation of one thousand feet or

308 metres aboveesa level and at a distance of one kilometre from the sea. When Lee

investigated the cave in 1968, he found at least four skeletons and possibly more bones

belonging to other skeletons. Additionally, Lee recovered a flattened skull (in keeping with the

Tairo practice of flattening the foreheadwo lower jawbones and a number of teeth at the

burial site.A large collection of pottery fragments (some fairly larg®jluding thirty nine

pieces from the body of the pottery (body sherds) and two pieces frariths of the pottery

(rim sherds) were found at the location, again reflecting the Taino belief in burying their dead

with food and drink to accompany them @oyaba

| 2y Ot dzRAY3I ¢K2dzaKGay {dG 9tATlIoSGKQa ¢FAy2 1 SN

As seen in the foregoimdjscussion, St Elizabeth is rich anb sites which, along with sites
across the rest of the island, have contributed to an amazing cultural legacy left to us by the
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first Jamaicans, the TainOget, as Andrea Richards has pointed @ee(footnote3), many

Taino sites across Jamaica have been destroyed by decades of infrastructural gmdvidind

based developmerguch as highway and housing constructias well as farmingand the

surviving sites are endangered by development plans across the iSlhadr vandalism over

many years has also left a trail of destruction in these sites. In other cases, the forces of nature,
such as wave erosion, hawrereased the risk of losses at some coastal locatibhs.Taino

sites of St Elizabeth have neécaped lhese dangers, especially as many of the coastal sites are
in the direct path of development plans along the south coast of Jamaica.

According to data provided by thlEamaica NationaHeritage Trus{JNHT,)of the thirty seven
recorded Taino sites in StiZabeth, two have already been lost to infrastructural development.
The south coastal areas of the parish, particularly the Treasure Beach area, are threatened by
housing developments, while extensive farming projects have affected or will affect Ta&so sit

at Bull Savannah. Wave erosion has also adversely affected the Taino midden site at Long Acre
in St ElizabethNevertheless, orgasations such as the JNKihich are responsible for the
safeguarding ¥ WI Y I A heritagehaDelab/ei tomd,Jadtel to investigate islangvide

sites endangered by these forces and havkerever possible, taken steps to record, retrieve

and protect artefacts from some of these sitebeTchallenges will continyéut so willthe

efforts to protect and preserve>

THE FOUNDATION YEARSE SPANIARDS AND ST ELIZABETH
¢KS { LI YAFINRAQ CANBRG /2yul OG0 6AGK GKS /2Fad 2

It was during the second voyage in 1494 that Christopher Columbus and the Spaniards first

made contact with the St Elizabeth coast. After reing to Montego Bay from Cuba in July

1494, Columbus then sailed around the westarmd southern coasts of thisland,slowly

navigatingthe south coast, includinthe St Elizabeth coasfrom the *'to the 18" of August,

1494. From the previous sectione know that the Tainos had many settlements right along

the coast of St ElizabetB.Sa LA GS S NI ASNJ K2auAftS NBIFIOUA2ya ¥
Bay) and Rio Bueno (Trelawny), Columbus reported that as he sailed along the west and south
coasts,Tainos greeted him everywhere in a friendly way.

We have no evidence to suggest that Columbus named any of the bays or coastal places in St
Hizabeth during this journey iAugust 1494 and it is more likely that the Spanish imprint on St
Elizabeth did not occur until they settled the islandwever, in thedays that they spent sailing

along the St Elizabeth coast, the Spaniards and Columbus must have made several brief stops
alongtheway.¢ KAa Yl & 06S O2yOf dZRSR FTNRBY GKSwhd I 4§ SNJ NB
remarked that his father found the coast densely populated with welcoming (smiling) people
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and the land green and abundant with foderom reports by the Spaniardsjsalsovery likely
that the Tainos who lived in the many seaside communities aloa@t Hzabeth coast,

brought food out by canoe® greet the Spaniard®uring the remaining days of August 1494,
Columbus continued his voyage along the south coast of thedgb@ssing what is now St
Cathering and then, by the end of August, reaching Morant Point, from whereSgppaniards
sailed on to Santo @ninga Columbus did not return to the St Elizabeth coast on subsequent
voyages.

The Spaniards in St Elizabeth: Setitlents and Economic Activities

. @& 0KS SyR 27F [/ 2fdzyodzaQ aSO2yR @2eél3S> YAy3
Jamaica forSpain.The Spaniards established the first centre of governme@eatilla La Nueva
0bSg { SOATt t Sbutby 534 hiey hhdfefoRaied thdir €apital tdilla de la Vega

(Spanish Town) on the south coaalthough Spanish Town was the-iafiportant centre of

Spanish administration of Jamaica, the parish of St Elizabeth soon became a place of interest for
Spaniards seeking make a living from the land, largely through cattle ranctand farming

This was especially so after it became clear that Jamaica had very little, if anything to offer the
Spaniards in terms of mineral wealth.

From 1494 onwards, the Spaniata®ught cattle, pigs and other animals to the island and for
the most part, these animals were left to roam, graze and multiply so as to provide a ready
source of meat for the settler&kaising cattlevas an important economic activity in Spzaamd

it isnot surprising that the Spaniards would wish to transfer this activity to parts of Jamaica
which had an abundance of grassy plains on which to graze their anBe&tse long, Spanish
settlers in St Elizabeth began to emphasise the raising of cattleeasiiain means of making a
living.

The Great Cattle Ranchébklatog of St Elizabeth up to 1655

Cattle in St Elizabeth originally came from the first aénti@ought irio the island bytwo early
Spanish governors, Esquivel and Francisco de Garéiyst, the cattle were left to roam free,

graze and multiply on the large plains and savannahbana$ of the southern parishes like St
Elizabeth. Howevethe Spaniards soon adopted a more organised approach to cattle rearing
becauseof WI Y I A O Q & hefcid<rbaiisioptlye Chribbeadhn ahe profits they could

make fromsupplyingbeef, hides and tallow (fat of cattle used to make candles and soap) to
Spanish fleets sailing to and from the Caribbegpanish sttlers, therefore, transferred the

practice long followed in Spain of enclosing or fencing in large expanses of grazing land along
with vast herds of cattle. This marked tgroduction of the large cattle estates or ranches

which the $aniards calledhatos into St Elizagth and other southern parishes.
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These large cattle ranchéisatos)were spread out in the part of St Elizabeth which is today
known as the Pedro Plainslthough the namédPedrois of Spanish origin, the Spaniards did not
apply this naméPedro)to the area but instead used the nanfeereda The largest Spanish
cattle ranch was calleHato Peredaandwhen the English took control of the islantis area
later became known as thBedro PlainsAs will be seen shortly, several places in St Elizabeth
bearingthe namePedrowere originally namedPeredaby the Spaniards.

AnotherSpanish cattle rancbf great significance in St Elizabeth waslteto Caobanaa very
large and fortified cattle estate on the banks of the Black Rikato Caobandecame the area
later known asBlack Riveunder English ruleAs will be seen shortly, Hato Caobana became an
important staging ground for Spanish resistance fighters after the English invaded Jamaica in
1655.Thesehatoswere not only enclosed cattle nehes but the Spaniards also raised horses,
donkeys and mules on these estates. Importantly, the gne@bsof St Elizabeth also supplied
Spanish shipwith horses and draft animalsuch as the donkeys and mules which were used in
the transportation (mie trains) of bags of gold and silver from the mines of Mexico andt®eru
the Spanish ships waiting on the coast.

Hatoswere also seltontained settlements in themselves. Thealthier Spaniards built their

houses on these hataand also had fortifications from which they could try to defend
GKSYaSt gSa Ay GKS S@Syid 27 Thiwashlitheddpre TNRY |y @
ySOSaalNE 060SOFdzaS 2F GKS YI yavhidhcodldpraved 2y 3 {4 9
attractive to oher Europeans wishing to attack aBganish settlersan@ K I € £ Sy 3S { LI Ay C
to Jamaica.

Spanish Settlement at Parrotee B#éalleta or Parattee Bay

However, there were also isolated smaller settlements outside of the hatos. A few Spaniards
lived insimple dwellings along the banks of the Black RiRéy Caobanagnd at a small village
located atParattee Bayan area known today as Parrotee Balge Spaniards named this
settlementPalletaor Parattee Baya name which still exists todayith minor changes in
spelling. Little is known of the settlement during Spanish times. During the period of Spanish
resistance to the English invasion, the settlemenPatattee Bayvas totally destroyed by
Colonelmheéf Sé& |yR (GKS 9y3IfAaAKD

Other Economidctivities in Spanish St Elizabeth

Some Spanish settlers along the south coast of St Elizabeth adopted the Taino practice of
weaving the cotton that grew in the area into clotBovernor Esquivel encouraged the
establishment of cotton farms in several padf the island, including St Elizabeth. As a result, a
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small textile industry developed, using Taino female labour to make cotton cloth, shirts and
hammockswhich were then exported to Cuba and Tierra Firme (Central Amehicaxchange,
the Spanish séers got wine, vinegar, linen and other goods from Castile in Sphshides

and tallow from the cattle industry were also exported.

They also exported wood from the variety of trees that grew in abundance throughout the
parish and in other parts of daica. Mahogany trees grew along the banks of the Black River
and Mahogany woogknown as Spanish Mahogang$ well as Brazil wood and Ebony wpod
were in great demand in Spain for the stipilding industry. Mahogany exports from St
Elizabethin particdar, proved very valuable to SpaiAs will be seen shortly, Mahogany trees
also played a role in theriginalSpanish name for BlackvBr, Rio Cabana.

Making use of the Taino crop, the cassava, the Span@sdsestablished cassava farms in St
Elizabéh and elsewhere. Cassava was exported each year to places shioméase de Dios
PanamaPimento, known then as Jamaican pepper, was also grown and exported for use as a
spice in seasoning and preserving fodaigsgar cane was grown on a very small s@die.cacao

tree which produced cocoa beans was indigenous to Janeichthe Spaniards in St Elizabeth
encouraged the cultivation of these cacao trees on a small scale. Cocoavirmanssed by the
Spaniards tanake cocoa and chocolate beverages and once cocoa was introduced to the
Spanish crown, cocoa became an important item exported (in small quantities at first) from
Jamaica.

These trees were grown in clusters known as cqa@dks andthe Spanish governoras

reported to have owned a coceaalk with twelve thousand trees in the vicinity Glianaboa

Valein St Catherine. it likely that in St Elizabeth, the coemalks were located near the coast

in the vicinity of presentlay Black River. The Spanisterest in cocoa and chocolate may have
influenced the Spanish nam&hocalata Baywhich was given tone of the bays to the west of

Black RiverThis interest in cocoa and chocolate may also explain the Spanish Gaimenlata

Ridge which is found near BuBavanna in the soutbastern end of the parishinterestingly,

the Spanish influence in the savannah regions of south east St Elizabeth is captured in the place
name Spanish Quartersvhich is near to Labour in Vain Savannah.

As the Spaniards advancedo the lands of South and Central America, the tremendous wealth
that they gained from the gold and silver from these areas eventually greatly overshadowed the
value of exports from her Caribbean possessions like Jamaica. Gradually, ships from Spain came
to the island less often and this affected the trade and the settlers themselves. As they waited

for a ship to arrive, Spanish settlers found that the hides sometimes rotted and the woods
became infested with termitesCheir livelihood was therefore redad, and when a Spanish

ship did arrive with manufactured goods that the settlers needed, they found the prices too

high to afford. Settlers eventually turned to illegal traders from other European countries
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many undefended bays and inlets from which these rivals of Spain could carry on their
aYdAItAYyIT FOUGABAGASEAD . SAAYYAYI AY wmMcppZ {LIA
both the Spanish crown and trsettlers themselves.

The Spanish Imprint and Legacy in St Elizabeth

The large plains and savannabal{ana$ of St Elizabetho doubtprovided the ideal conditions

for the growth of the cattle industry in thparish.Nevertheless, the faghat the Spanieds

introduced the rearing ofattle, horses, mules and donkegn a large scale in St Elizabeth left a

legacy of livestock farming that shaped the history and economy of the parish long after the

{ LI yAFNRA RSLI}I NISR WI YI A @Qacpdbat carkirtidshdhepadsktvo & A &
this dayAlso, the{ LI YAl NRAQ dzAS 2F | @I NArSaludble2gporta NESa ¥
of wood starteda tradition which, under English rule, blossomed into the lucrative logwood

trade, which would help teshape fortunesand transform towns such as Black River.

Some place names in St Elizabeth still reflect the Spanish influeticeugh most of the
Spanish words became anglicized after the English took over JaiBaioa.names given by
Spain were actuatlPortuguese in origirand this was a reflection of the links which both
countries shared in their history. A good example of thikésPortuguesd.uana a name given
to LuanaPoint andLuanaBay.

{ SOSNIf LI O0Sa Ay G(GKSUKBANNEReH&EE X hfonBEdg NBE ¢ | &
but the interesting thing is that of all the many placesha parish which presently hatbe

g2NR at SRNRB¢ | a LI NI 27F 0KSANDatiaisSvailEthey2y S 6 S N.
werein St Elizabethinsteal, the Spaniards gave the namiet S NI Rlllithése places. So for

example Punta de PeredaecamePedro Pointinder Eglish rulethe Hato Pereddbecame

Pedro PlaisandPuerto de PeredaecamePedro BayGreat Pedro Bags well as Little Pedro

Bay). Peedawas a family name belonging to several Spanish families of high rank who lived in
Castileat the time Perhaps the namBeredawas used for these places in St Elizabeth by a

Spaniard who may have been connected to Beredafamily. We know that when the English

G221 O2yiUNREt 2F WIFYIAOI X (KSandther§anishriaSeftb RIF ¢ RA
Peter,dt SRNR ¢ 61 Y2NB FLEYALAFNI YIEYS (2 GKS 9y3f Az
rulers.Interestingly, the English westill helping to acknowledge the Spanish cultural influence

in St Elizabeth when they chose to substitiedrofor Pereda

Other place names St Elizabetlwhichreflect a Spanish influence inclu&anta Cruzwhich is
the name of the mountain rangehé Santa Cruz Mountains and the town of Santa Qroe.

Spanish name for the mountains waas Montes dea Santa Crucet is quite possible that the
CatholicSpanish settlers gave thimme Las Montes de la Santa CryS&anta @uzHoly Cross)
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to this mountain range becaugkey may have observed thatinning n the centre of the

parish from north to souththe Santa Cruz Mountaiwaslike the centre of the cross. They may
also have noticed that the mountain to the wekdtér calledthe LacovidMountaing and the
mountainto the east(later, theNassau Mountains) were like the arms of the cro&g2own was
later established by the English in the foothills of 8enta Cruz Mountains and thegmed it
Santa Cruz after the nearby mountain rantpeportantly, this plae name remains as a
constant remindepf the Spanish influence on the parish.

Apart from these examples, most Spanish names for places in St Elizabeth disappeared
altogether once the English took controltbiey were absorbed into anglicized versions of the
original Spanish namé good example of this isacovia the name given to one of the main

towns built by the EnglisiThere are at least two explanations of how Lacovia got its nanre
importantly, both exgdanations trace the name back to Spanish wokt$ward Longwriting in

1777, traced the nameacovia to a Engliskcorruption of the Spanish worda-aguavia (the

watery way) or the Spanislkiordslago-via (the way by the lake). He went on to suggest that

the Spaniards may have given these names to the general area where the English later built the
town because the area was very low and flat and sometimes was flooded by water from the
nearby morass.

The second explanation also links the name LacovigSjpasishword la caobawhich means
mahogany treeThe Spanish wordaobanaalso means mahoganZaoba was also the Taino
word for mahoganyAs seen earlier, malgany trees growing in the ardead formed the basis

of a thriving export of mahogany wood by the Spaniawis. Y A O Q& aS0O2y R f 2y 3S
Black River (in Spanidhl, Rio Negranhay have beemgiven that name by the Spaniardsit it is
more likely thatthe Spaniards named the rivRio Caoban@viahogany RiveRfter the

abundance of mahogany tes which they found growing alortige banks of the river.
Interestingly, it was the decayed leaves falling from these mahogany trees into the river that
gave the riverbed thatlark appearane whichlater led the English tattach the nameBlack
Riverto this famous body of wateAlthough this name&aobanavas important to the Spanish
settlers(Hato CaobanandRio Caobanaj has completely disappeared from usage in the place
names of St Elizabeth.

As seen earlier, other names given by the Spaniards to places in St Elizabeth were also linked to
their economic activities in the parisBo, for exampleChocolata Bagnd Chaolata Ridge

werelinked to the Spanish interest in the culition of cocoa trees along the coastal areas of

Black RiverTheir main economic activity in the parish, cattle rearinfuenced the Spaniards

to name the area near to Black River Harb&/alle de las Vacawhich meant Valley of the

Cows. With the passing of timihis name became corrupted into the present name of
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Wallywash The name given to the early Spanish settleméatiletaand thenParattee Baystill
survives today in the form of Patee Bay.

The Importance of St Elizabeth in the Spanish Resistance to the English Invasion of Jamaica,
16551660 The Battle of Caobana

After the English invasion of Jamaica in 1&bprolonged guerrilldype resistance was

mountedover five yearspyWl YI A OF Q& f I 4G { LI yAaK 3IRBHNY 2NE &
along withforces loyal to himincluding freed slaves led by Juan Lubolo (Juan de Batds}kt,

Ysassi and his forces had set up their headquarters at premgnOIld Harbour, from wher

they launched sporadic attacks on the English forces which had taken up positions in the old

Spanish capital, Vilade LaVeGaNR Y G KSNB>X , al aaiQa F2NDSa Y20S
south coast, ambushing and killing English soldiers whereveretheyuntered themBY the

later part of 1655, Ysassi and his guerrillas arrived in what is now St Elizabeth, where Ysassi set

up his headquarters in the Santa Cruz Mountaifest herds of cattle on the St Elizabeth Plains

provided a ready food source fdné resisting Spaniard$hey were determined to regain

control of &maicabut to do so they needeceinforcementsof men and military supplies.

,alaarQa FANRG LIX LYy F2NJ FaaradalyoS gl a G2 3Si
landmen andreinforcements along the soutboast, atPuerto de Pered@Great Pedro Bay)

calaair LINRPLR2ASR G2 €SNI %FLI4dFrQa FT2NOSa (2 K
two sets of smoke signals from the beathe expected help from Zapata did not arruil

October, 1655. &forethen, the English forces had arrived in St Elizabeth. An attémfte

English soldiers to take control of RiadBana the Black Rivenyas initiallydefeated by Ysassi

and his menThe resistance forces led by Ysassi, retreatdddtm Caobanawhere they

prepared for thecoming battle.

The Battle of Caoban@rhe Battle of Black River)

The final defeat of the Spaniards by the English forces is often associated with the two last
YATAGINE SyO2dzyiSNARA ¢ KA OK PRa®Choried@SdRo Riog) inWl YI A OF
October, 1657 and at Rio Nuevo in June 16&8vever, the very first significant battle was the

Battle ofCaobanawhich took place at thélato Gobanain (i 2 R IBlacRRiver area @t

Elizabethn late 1655TheHato Caobanavas heavily fortified and the Spanish resistance took

up their positionsboth inside the ranch and along the banks of the Black Rlva&tay, most

persons refer to thigonflictas theBattle of Black Rivelnside the Hato were several priests

who had accompanied the Spaniards, looking after their spiritual welfare and trying to boost

their morale. In advance of the expected battle, several Spanish women and their families from
surrounding sdtements in St Elizabeth had taken shelteiHatto Caobana
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In a battle which lasted over five dayse $aniards repeatedly defeated the attempts of the
English to break down the defences of the Hato. However, the Engdighfinally able to break
throughthe Spanish defencdhe Spaniardsuffered many losses to the English, who also
experienced many fatalitieddmong thoseSpaniardsvho died in the battle were the Curate
and Rector of the &holic Gwurch, Gabriel de Barahona and a second priest, Todbillanes.
Two of the Spanish women who had sought refuge in the Hato were taken prisoner.

An enemy of a different sort also took a toll on the Spaniards as well as the retreating English
soldiers. Reports described a plague of lice, ticks and mavigeh sickened many and

weakened their ability to fighfThe Battle of Caobanaas important because reduced the
numbers of Spaniards who were availalidemount an effective resistance and this contributed
to the final defeat of the Spaniardgnable tofreely hunt the cattle for food during the battle,
they were also weakened by starvation. Low in spif#tassi anthe Spanish survivoffgmally
received relief from Zapata in October of 1655.

The Resistance Ends

In the aftermath of the Battle of Caobarthg King of Spain gave orders for the governor of

Cuba to send forces to assist the Spaniards in Jamaica. However, there were serious
disagreements between Ysassi and the Cuban governor as to where this expeditionary force
should land. The Cubans insisiéd I & 'y | LILINR2 I OK FNRY WIFYIAOIQa
because it was closer tOuba. Ysassi on the other hand, madchained at his base in Santa Cruz
and insisted that a landing on the St Elizabeth coast would be wiser because of access to cattle
for food and horses for transporEventually, the decision was taken to approach the island

with a north-coast landing. The two attempts by the Spaniards in Cuba to reinforce the
resistance in Jamaica bas Chorrera@cho Riosn 1657 and again in 1658 thte final battle

of Rio Nuevended in dismal failureYsassi and the surviving forces retreated to Cuba in 1660.
The Spanish presence in St Elizabeth and the rest of Jamaica was effectively*ended.

THE FOUNDATION YEAWSST ELIZABETHHME ENGLISHKE CONTROL
The Formation of the Parish of StiEdbeth

The parish of St Elizabeth came into existence by 1670 and was among the second group of
parishes created in Jamaica under English fhese included St Elizabeth, St George, St Mary,
St Ann and StamesBy 167(Q there were therefore twelvgarishes, includinthe first seven(St
Catherine, St John, Port Royal, Clarendon, St David, St Andrew and St Wioictakad been
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created by the Jamaican Assembly in 1@dcause St Elizath was formedunderthe
governorship of Sir Thomas Modyford (168871) the parish was named in honour of his wife,
Elizabeth, Lady Modyford.

Changes in the Size and Parish Boundaries of St Elizabeth over the Years
St Elizabeth, 1670703

When it was first created, St Elzeth was much larger than it is nolhis was so because in

1670, Westmoreland did not exist arttierefore, there was no parish to the west of St

Elizabeth. As a result, St Elizabeth occupied all of the southwestern part of the island, all the
waytothe ALJ 2F WI YI AOFQa &2dzikK ¢6Sai O2lado ¢KS SE
seenby observation of thd671Map of Jamaicawhich had been produced as a result of a

survey of the island ordered by Governor Modyford.

Hanover did not exist in 1670ut St Elizabeth did not cover the area now occupietiagover.

Similarly, Manchester did not exist at that time but St Elizaladtbdid not cover the area now

occupied by Manchestelstead, thel671 Map of Jamaica K2 g & (G K2aS I NBl & | &
This map may be viewed by visiting the website listed in endnoteAvénteresting result of St

9t ATIoSGKQa fFNASN) aAl S gra aSSy Ay wmcTtp 6KSY
in St Elizabeth. The area in which they settled became kras&urinam Quartersand this

remained part of St Elizabeth until 1703 when Westmoreland was formed and came to include
Surinam Quarters

St Elizabeth: Boundary Changes in 1703 with the Formation of Westmoreland

¢KS FANRG OKLF y3S boanddrigs cant ik 17D30nBdh Kn@riew gaish & | y R
Westmoreland was carveout of the western side of St Elizabeths of that year, St Elizabeth

lost a large part of its western side and therefore no longer stretched all the way tiptbé

the southwest cast of Jamaica. This major change was brought about by a law passed in 1703,
known as thdsland Act for Dividing the Parish of St Elizabeth into Two Parishbs Act

divided the large parish of St Elizabeth into two parishes, St Elizabeth and Westmoreland (to

the west of St ElizabethJhe Law set out the new boundary line on the western side of St
Elizabeth which separated the parish from the newly createsWioreland According to the

1703 Act, the boundary line separating Westmoreland from St Elizabeth was toitéigin

southa I G LI I O Sed ab@ kiohvd hyttheé nadé df 86oQa / 23S Ay { &Nl y
(Surinamy dzl NIiTBeNd@undary linevas torun in a north-east direction.
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Clarendon would make up the sepée parish of St Elizabethvé&ything to the west of the line

(includh y 3 { O 2 wdil® dale/uptiteBev andseparate parish called Westmorelankh

important result of this 1703 Act was to extend the size of St Elizabeth all the way eastwards to

the boundary with the parish of Clarendon. Therefore, all of the land shown oh@h& Map

Fa adREFI WO KAOK g2dzZ R 0SSN 6S02YS al yOKSaGSND
the firsttime.Ly GKA& gl & GKS wmtno ! O NBRdAzZOSR {4 9f ;
enlarging the parish on the eastern side all the way back to the boundary isittndon.

St Elizabeth: Boundary Changes in 1739

In 1739, the boundary on the eastern side of Stdbleth underwent further changes. Before

MToME GKS /I NLISYGSNRa az2dzyil Aya ¢SaBthd LI NI 2
Y2dzy GF Ay NI y3aS | fa2 aAGNBGOKSR FONeaa {4 9fATll
Clarendonin 1739, the. & f F yR ! OG0 F2NJ 0KS ! yAlGAy3 2F tI NI a
Parish of Veravas passedvere was a new parish which had been cdreat of the southern

part of Clarendon .St Elizabeth lost all thodell NIl & 2 F U K&intdins WHicls y 1 SN a a
stretched from the north eastern section of the parishtaé way southo Alligator Pond Bay.

This mountain range now became part\gre. The/ S 062 dzy RI NBE t Ay S 2y {1
side ended in the south at Alligator Pond, which remained part of St Elizabeth.

St Elizabeth: Final Boundary Charsge 1814 with the Creation of Manchester

In 1814, the new parish of Manchester was createdafute hilly districts of the three

parishes of St Elizabeth, Vere and Clarendon. This change was madddigrteAct of
December 22, 1814Geo. 111, C. 23Ry the terms of this Act, St Elizabeth lost more of the hilly
areas in the eastern section dfe parish to Manchester, including the May Day Mountains, a
small section of which had been part of eastern [&aBethbefore 1814and the Don Kjuerero
(FigueroaMountains The boundary line separating St Elizabeth from Manchester was ordered
RN} gy 2y W Y 584 Ma2ad tBeNdount® of Qainwarhis boundary line

separating St Elizabeth from Manchester ran fromtiverhead at Alligator Pond in the

extreme south 6 St Elizabeth, onwards to Gutters and to the lookout and then on to the
westernmost pari(sink)2 ¥ | S O (i 2AINdeas eashoftBiNitEncluding Alligator Ponand
Gutters remainedpart of the reduced parish of St Elizabeth by 1814.

After the Boundary Changes: A Glimpse at the Main Features of St Elizabeth
Coastal Place NameSsiter 1814

Ly G4KS @SIFNAR FTFOSNImymn: GKS LI I OS ylIYSa f2y
part until today with the addition of a few namesuch as Treasure Beaah later years.
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Moving eastwards from thevesternLJr NA a K 62 dzy RFNB i {O020GQa [/ 2@
names are Luana Point, then Luaray Bboth reflecting the Portuguese influence in Spanish

place names during the fifteentrentury).Bush Pointthe next coastal landmayknay have

been named for the overgreth of vegetation in that area, whil€hocolata By, as shown

earlier, pointed to the Spanish love for cocoa and chocolatmtinuing eastwards along the

coast, the next mj@r landmark is Black River Harbour where the Black River has its nidngth.

English settlers in the parish gave this name to the river because the dark brown colouring of

the decayed plant material (peat) that lay in the riverbed gave the otherwise wiai@r, a dark
appearanceParottee Bay, the next point along the cogsttheEnglishversion of the name

Paleta, which the Spaniards gave to their settlement there.

Walde VacaMorass, next along the coast, was originablle de las Vacaan indicatbn of the
Spanistemphasis on cattle ranching on the surrounding plaixsept for a thin layer of clay

loam, the land in the south western parts of the parishch as the Pedro Plaironsists of red
clay, which is not fertile soil. This, along withe fact that this part of St Elizabeth is prone to

long, dry spells, contributed to a very poor yield of crops from the earliest period of settlement.
No doubt, periods of food shortage in the area would have influenced the name given by the
English to tle next coastal landmarkvhich is Starv&ut BayAs seen earlier, the Spanish
influence is foundn the many places in this area bearing the na@eelrowhich originally had

the namePered@®® CNBYy OKYIl yQa .l & a2 yIYSR ThaE GKS a
origin in the illegal trade carried out by the French in this sheltered Dlag .extensive

savannahs along the south eastern coastal area and the livestock industry which the English
settlerscontinued here influenced the naming of Bull Savanidiigator Pond River, which
empties into Alligator Pond Bay and forms the eastern boundary with Manchestlect the
connection to the wildlife in the area.

Somelnteresting Features of St Elizabeth

Geographical features of St Elizabeth vary from ptaqdace in the parishand this important

fact shaped the activities of the pe@pivho came to settland the wayin whichthe parish
developed over timeSouthern St Elizabetik covered by extensive grassy plains (savannahs)
which made the area, such #s Pedro Plainyery suited tahe rearing of cattle, horses,

mules, sheep and goatSo it is not surprising that the Spaniards first and then the English who
came after them, emphasised animal rearantd the livestock penfor which this part of St
Hizabeth became famous.
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On the other hand, the southern part of the parish has always been subject to long dry spells
and severe drought, with early settlers in thgleieenth century having to store rain water
(when rains fell)n very early versions of water tanks (described in a later section). As seen
earlier, the soll in this part of the parish is also not very fertile and therefore, sugar cane
planting for exampé, could not becomen importantpart of life in southern St ElizabetAn
interesting place namd,abour in Vain Savannabn the south east end of the parisis afitting
description of the challenges which early settlers faced in this part of St &lz&ames given

to other savannah areas suchldserse SavannalBurnt Savannaland Bull Savannahlso

reflected the conditiongnd activitieghat existed there.

The main crop which was grown in this area in earlier centuries was cabsanathe middle

of the parish moving northward#he rich fertile soil on the banks of the Black River and the Y.S.
River was ideal for sugar cane cultivation and agriculture in general. During the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries, sugar estates were concatetll inthis part of the parish, including
areas such as Black River, Lacovia and Middle Quatteffeeand other crops weralso grown

in the hilly areas and slopes of the main mountain rangles Lacovia Mountains to the west,
Nassau Mountains to the east atfte Santa Cruz Mountain, which runs from north to south.
Like its mixture of geographical features, St Elizala¢th stands out for its varietyf ethnic and
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racial groups that came or were brought into the parish over the years, resultang in
considerdle numberof mixed and lighskinned people, for which the parish is known.

The Rople who @ame: Settlement of St Elizabeth in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth
Centuries

By the time the English began their conquesfamaica in 1655, there were thrgeoups of

people who had been living in St Elizahethaddition to the Spaniards. The first of these were

the Tainos, whose numbers haddyedrastically reduced to the point of disappearam@sea

result of European disease, overwork and cruel treattrendured under the Spaniards. The

second group includedews of Portuguese and Spanish otitijung on the islandbefore the

English arrivedMarriage links between the Spanish Crown and the Portuguese Royal House of
Braganza had made it possible for Rgytese shigbuilders, traders and merchantsyany of

them Jews, to settle in Spanish Jamaica. Additionally, many Spanish Jews had earlier fled to
Portugal to escape the Spanish Inquisition (a form of religious persecution). A considerable
number of these @anish Jewsafter agreeing to convert to Christianity, came to settle in

Spanish Jamaica from 1530 onwards. While the Catholic Spaniards ruled Jamaica, these Jews or
conversosas they were known, could nojpenly practice their Jewish faith. However, whe

the English took over, they were welcomed by these Portuguese and Spanisladdwsost of

them returned to practicing their Jewish fait®ne of the first Jewish settlers to own land in St
Elizabeth after the English takeover was Moses Cardosso whiredd00 acres on 29

September, 1674lews were to become important settlers in manylofY I A OF Q& LJ NA aKS
including St Elizabeth.

Africans, initially brought here through forced migration from their haand enslaved by the
Spaniardswere the third group of people who were living in Jamaica beforeathigal of the
EnglishwWhen the English invaded Jamaica in 1655, some Spaniards freed their shal/es
some of the enslaved took advantage of the chaos and confusion to escape the tfosidvery
on thehatosby fleeing to the surrounding hillSome of hese freed slavesstablished their
homes inthe Cockpit Country, part of which wasocated in the northern section of what would
become St Elizabeth parishhese Mroons as theywere known, were not recognised as free
people by the new English ruleend years of conflict resultedNevertheless, the Maroon
presence in what would become St Elizabeth-ga¢ed the arrival of the Englisand these
Africanswould eventually form the bsis of the Maroon settlement diccomponddiscussed
later).

After taking control of Jamaica, the English effectively occupied Villa de La Vega (Spanish Town)
and encourageearlysettlements in Port Royal, St Catherine, parts of Clarendon and St
ThomasGradually, the English extended their settlements all along the south coast to include
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the newly created parish of St Elizabettey did so by offering land to Europeans (wW#)it&ho
were encouraged over time to build homes, farm the land and raise thsiilies.

Surinam Quarters: The First English Settlement in St Elizalvethe Seventeenth Century

Under English rule, the earliest white settlers brought into St Elizadsatie from Surinam.

Before 1667, Surinam was a British colony, settled by Englishmen and their families. However,
the Dutch captured Surinam from the British in 16&d the treaty which ended the war

allowed the Dutch to keep Surinam in exchange fongithe colony of New Amsterdam (later
called New Yorkp Britain. As a result, English families in Surinam had to {eceged. The
decision was taken to resettle them in St Elizabeth which was in need of English settlers. The
governor of Jamaica at thtane, Lord Vaughan, was instructed to prepare for their arrival in the
parish and to give thertwice the amount of land that was usually given to settl&fsually,
GKANIG & | ONBa 2F flyR ¢Fa 3IABSY (2 aSOMIE t NRI
to be given to each white member of the family. For each slave brought to the colony, the
owner was to receive an additional five acres. In the case of the refugees from Surinam
therefore, all ofthese amounts were to be doubled and this was donanreffort to encourage
settlement in St Elizabetln one of the largest migrations of English settlers to the parish,
twelve hundred settlers, along with their servants and slaves, were relocated to St Elizabeth in
1675, in an area which almost immedigtélecame known and referred to &sirinam

Quarters.

Surinam Quarterw/as at that time (1675) located along the coast, to the northwest of Black
River BayFor twenty eight years,rbm their arrival in 1675 until 1703, these settlers and their
families plagd an important part in establishing English settlement in St Elizabeth on a firm
footing. However, as seen earlier, changes were made to the western boundary of St Elizabeth
in 1703. In that yeaWestmoreland was carved out of the western side of thenthery large

parish of St Elizabetland the shifting of the boundary line at that time, effectively meant that
Surinam Quarterbecame a part of the newly created parish of Westmoreldrterefore,
Westmoreland benefitted in the long term from these settldrat not before they and their
families had made an important contribution to the stanp phase of English settlement in St
Elizabeth.

Scottish Settlement in St Elizabeth in the Seteenth and Eighteenth Centuries

A second group of European settlers, this time from Scotland, also made their homes in St
Elizabeth, beginninm 1700 In that year, it became clear that an attempt by persons from
Scotland to settle at Darien on the coa$tPanama had failed miserab{f those who survived
the diseasenfested settlement attempt, some returned to Scotland and others came to
Jamaica, where they established settlements especially along the south coast of the island.
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Among the survivors weaColonel John Campbell, a captain of the troops at Daiampbell

and other Scots from the failed expedition arrived in Jamaica in 1700 and established
aStidtSySyida It2y3 {4 9tATlIoSiKQa az2dzik O2Faidod
Blak Rverwhere hewent into sugar productiomnd livestock rearingdver time, his Black

River propertywhich hecalled Hodges Pegrew totwo thousand acresHe married the

daughter of Colonel Claiborne with whom he had several children, thereby incgethsisize

of the Campbell clan in the parisBampbell went on to serve as the member of the House of

Assembly for St Elizabeth and later, Custos of the parish.

When he died in 1740, Colonel Campbell was buried on the grounds of his property at Hodges

Pen, and the inscription on his tomb points to the fact that he was the first of the Campbell clan

to settle inJamaicd. 2 YS 2F / 2f 2y St [ (foYrhdde $haritided geRBadiodsS y R v (i
remained in St Elizabeth after his death and contributed to the development of the Campbell
properties in Black River. Colin Campbell, who was the eldest son of Colonel Campteti

Black River and was appointed to the Legislative Council of Jam#&ida S NJ KA a FI (§ KSNIDa
1740.John Campbell, who was the grandson of Colonel John Campbell, remained on the family
property at Hodges Pen and was elected as the Member of the House of Assembly for St

Elizabeth from 1768 until 1770.

When the British geernment passed a law in 1707 unifying the Parliaments of Scotland and
England, this influenced some Scots to settle in Jamaica as they could then particibate in
trade and commerce of the islanilany Scottish settlers who came to live in ftdbethwere
encouraged to dso bythe networks of support and information provided by early Scottish
settlers like Colonel John Campbell. Their numbers also increased naturally as a result of
marriages and chiltbearing.Between 1740 and 1800, the total Scottbtpulation in St
Elizabeth amounted to about 3.10 percent of the total population of the pahsth754, there
were sixteen Scottish landowners in St Elizabeth.

Among the other Scottish settlers and landowners in St Elizabeth in the eighteenth century
were Alexander Forbes of Scotland who leased Aberdeen Estate (a Scottish place name which
survives in the parish today) from 1736 to 1755. Craigie Pen, originally a livestock property, was
owned by Hugh Wallace, another lestanding Scottish familyberdeen remains a permanent
Scottish imprint on the place names in St Elizabeth today. Other members of the Campbell clan
also settled here and owned propertieand these included Dugald Campbell and his son,,John
who owned Dalintober Estate in the parish aeter Campbell, who was the original owner of
Holland sugar estaté8en Lomond, another place name in the payrgflects the Scottish

influence.’
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Expansion of Settlements across SizBbeth in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries
Land Grants britain Leadto anIncrease in Settlement of St Elizabeth

The availability of land was a powerhitraction for persons who wantetb make a new start
away from Europeland offered the opportunity to make a living from growing and producing
goods which wre in demand in Europe and which could then be exported for pradditseen
earlier, n the seventeenth centurythe British governmenoffered free grants of lantb

persons wishing to settle in the newly acquired colony of Jam@&lua.practice of gramg

lands as an incentive for settlers continued until the end of the eighteenth centurjeand a
very successful expansions#ttlements across the parish of St Elizab&.1754, there were
approximately 163 landholds in St Elizabetlgwning a btal of 219,838 acres. These
propertiesrangedin size from small farmaf under one hundredcres to vast amounts
exceeding sixteen thousand acr&me of these settlers includéacob Cole, who had seventy
eight acres, Thomas Golding, with sixty severesJames Powell with 255 acres and John
Watson with 494 acres. Among those who owned larger properties ®weekiel and Caleb
Dickinson who in 1754€wneda total of 7,055 acresncluding what was to become Appleton
Estate (discussed in a latsection). Caleb Dickinson would later contribute to a trust fund
which led to the establishment of Munro ColleigeSt Elizabethin 1754, Samuel Foster was
one of the largest landholders in the parjstith 11,495 acres.

Women also owned land, sometimas inheritance, sometimes as widows and sometimes on

their own. Examples include Dorothy Fisher, with eighty acres, Priscilla Grey, with 780 acres and
Catharine Smith who owned 294 acrébe Scottish settlers were well represented by

members of the Camplbeclan such as Colin Campbell, wittb55 acres, Dugald Campbell, with

five hundred acres in 1754 and Duncan McCorquadal® had started out as an overseer on a
livestock property called Pepper Pen from 1741 to 1&48 who owned 1,350 acres by 1754.

American Loyalists Given Land in St Elizabeth

In 1774, the thirteen colonies of Britain in North America went to war with the British in a bid to
gain their independence from the mother countéyhen the War of American Independence

(as the war was knowrended in 1783, the victoriouhirteen colonies became the United

States of Americadowever, not all of the colonists had supported this war for independence
and those who wished to remain loyal to the mother country, Britain, were known as Loyalists.
Whenthe war ended, theséoyalists faced an uncertain future and megshed to relocate
themselves and their families to other British colonies where they would be BaéBritish
government began the process of offering them land in other colonies as a reward for their
loyalty.
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In 1783, the British government granted land in St Elizabeth to approximately 177 of these
AmericanLoyalists, most of who were from North ar@buth CarolinaSome of the loyalists
who were given land in the parish includéohn AtkinsonRobert Brown, Ann Burgess, James
Carey, Alexander Cameron, Robert Craig, James Curry, Jonathan Coates, John and James
Downie, Joel and John Evans, Colonel Jasimer Joseph FletcheRobert Gray, Peter
Hamilton, James and Moses Kirkladdhn LyonThomas MellishPeter and Daniel McNeil,
Margaret Neil, Mrs Charlotte Pollock, John Pringle, George Ramsay, nine members of the
Wright family, James and Elizabeth W&obert Watts and George Wilkins@ther loyalists
with the surnames Alexander, BraidsfoBtadford, Bull, Bryan, Bethune, Brooms, Douglass,
Davis, Finlayson, Fraser, Grant, Graham, Gordon, Greenwood, Griffiths, Hall, Hill, Knox,
Kennedy, Lynch, McKee, Minot, McKay, Murray, McDonald, Martin, Nelson, Phillips,
Robinson, Stewart, Thompson and Walla@e also given land in St Elizabéth.

They Came Beforene English: The Maroon Settlement Aiccompong St Elizabeth

When the English began the congi®f Jamaica in 1655, most of the Spanish settlers freed
their slaves before themselves fleeing to nearby Céltsaseen earlier, some of these freed

slaves had remained loyal to the Spaniards led by Governor Ysassi in the resistance campaign
against the Englisths the defeat of the Spaniards seemed more likely, Juan de Bolas and a
group of freed slaves switched tinallegiance to the English in 166@owever, the majority of

the exslaves of the Spaniards refused to surrender to thglish and remained ithe

surrounding hills and mountains, living off the countryside and maintaining their freedom.
These freedomi@ihters were the early Maroons.

By the 1670s, one group of these-glaves had established themselves in the Cockpit Country,
a rugged, forested hilly terrain which was difficult to travetset which provided them with a

safe haven from the English. The Cockpit Country extendegarts of three parishes, eastern
sections of St James, western portions of Trelawny and the northern section of St Elizabeth.
This group became known as theeward Maroons as distinct from th&Vindward Maroons

who had journeyed eastwards into parishes such as Portland and had established themselves
on the northern slopes of the Blue Mountaiswas from among the Leeward Maroons that

the community ofAccompongvould be formedThe Leeward Maroons were led Byidjoe
(Kojo)who was assisted by his brothers Johnny acdompong.

For many years, the Cockpit Country provided the Maroons with a safe mountain home where
they lived and raised their families in freedoiheir numbers were constantly increased by
slaves who escaped the surrounding plantation below and joined the Leeward Mafduans.
English settlements below were also a source of supplies for the Maroons who periodically
raided these areas much to the ienent of the settlers. In 1665, the English government had
offered the Maroons land and their full freedom if they surrendered but this was refused as the
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Maroons had always regarded themselves as free pedplidre ongoing conflicts between the
Englisrand the Maroonsthere were many unsuccessful efforts by the Englislocate and
defeat the freedom fighterswho inevitably gained the upper hand in several skirmishes with
the English. Thesskirmishes were collectively known e First Maroon War

How Accompong Came to Be

Accompongn St Elizabeth was existen@ as a Maroon camfong before the Treaty of 123
which ended the conflidbetween the Leeward Maroons and the Englisbcated at 1,409 feet
above sea level in the rugged Cockpit Counttg sif northern St Elizabethhis community was
started as a supply based a safe haven from whith support the freedom fight of the
Leeward Miroons and dzR 2 Bdfotbeothad, Accompongwas put in charge of this camp.
Kojo, Johnny and Accompong,vesll as many of the Leeward Marogngere originally from

the Twispeaking people (Coromantees) of Ghana in Wé&staA many of whoniad been
captured and brought to Jamaity Portuguese slave traders who had sold them to the
SpaniardsAccompongomes fom the Twiname Acheampongtheir Supreme Being, their God
of the Heavens anlf 2 8 &rdbher was nameéccompongdn honour of their God.

TheTreatywith the English waknown ag dzR 2 2 S (aad was\slgrted ahst March 1739by
Cudjoe, his brothers Accompong and Johratgng with Cuffee and Quaco. This agreement
officially recognised the Maroons as free people and, among other provisions, granted 1,500
acres of land in St James to Cudfoethe purpose of building a Maroomown. his was named
Trelawny Town after the governor of Jamaica at the tird@wever, his treaty did not grant

land on which to build a Maroon Town at Accompong. This was done in a separate provision set
out in the Act(31 Geo. 11X 2). By the terms ofhis Act,one thousand acres of land in

northern St Elizabetlvere givento Cudjoe and his Maroorte build a second Maroon town.

This land in northern St Elizabeth included the area where Accompong had set up the base
camp to assist the freedom fight dfe Maroons. The town of Accompong was built on the site
of the former supply camp and Cudjoe placed his brother, Accompormgmmand of the

town, which was officially namedccompong Towafter him.

In 1795, when the Trelawny Maroons of St James cam@apen rebellion against the English
and the Second Maroon War broke out, the Maroons of Accompong Town did not participate in
that war. When thewar ended, many of the Trelawny Town Maroons were forcedly

transported to Halifax in Nova Scotia, Canadd &wo years after that, they were rsettled in

Sierra Leone. The British eventually burnt Trelawown to the ground, removing all prospects

for the resurrection of this Maroon Town. After 179Berefore, Accompong Town in St

Elizabeth assumed even masgnificance as it became and still remains the only Maroon town
in the western side of Jamaica.
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Interestingly, the name given to a district in St Elizabeth Disérict of Look Behindlocated just

east of Accompong Towis linked tahis period of skmishes with the Maroonduring the

First Maroon War, British troops found it extremely difficult and dangerous trying to track the
Maroons in the heavily forested area of the Cockpit CountilyeMaroons used guerrilla

tactics of attacking the soldiefeom hidden areas along the path. Therefore, as the troops

were riding through on horseback, the soldiers had to ride in pairs, with one facing forward and
the other looking behind for possible Maroon attackers emerging froenktushes.

Appropriately, thearea became known as theand of Look Behirahd this place name is an
enduring symbol of the success of the Maroamgheir fight to maintain their freedom.

Efforts by the English to defeat the Maroons and deprive them of their freedom also had a long
term effect on the racial mixture of some of the people who have lived in St Elizabeth. In an
effort to track down the Maroons, the English brougt large group of Amerindians known

as theMiskito people, from the Central American coast, where Nicasagxists today. After the
Maroon Wars ended, some of the Miskito Indians wished to remain in the parnshthey

were given lands in southern St Elizabeth, especially in the Parattee area, where they
established settlements around 1740ver the years, by may have contributed to the racial
blend that exists in the parish.

A Closer Look at the Maroons of Accompong Town in 1831

In 1788, according to Return of Inhabitants of Jamai¢an early census$ent by the governor
to the British government, therevere 159 Maroons living in Accomporgy, 1831, this number
had increased to 282, includisgventy eightnen, seventy five women, fifty seven boys and
seventy two girlswho were all living in Accompong Town in 1881 that time, the leader of
the Accompag Maroons was sixtgne year old Lieutenantolonel Andrew WhiteHe was
assisted by three Captains, James Rowe {six¢yyears) William Dennis Reid (fiftye years)
and James Dennis Foster (fitgven years)Additionally, there were four LieutenantRobert
Reid Peate (fiffour years) Richard Rowe (thirty years) John Reid-(hftye years) and John
Watson, who was fortyhree years old.

There were certain family names or surnames which were fairly common among the adult
males who numbered seveneight in all. There were four men with the surnaddiam,
although none of the women or children had that name. It is quite possiblettieafour Adlam
men were closely related, with fiftjour year old WilliamAdlambeing the father and twenty
two year old Johdlam as well as Samuel and Cofidlam(both eighteen and possibly twins)
being his three songour men had the surnam@rossand of the four, Thoma€rossforty-

four and Thomagrosgunior, nineteen yeas, were father and son. None of the women were
namedCrossand this suggests that a feof the Maroon womerof Accompong chose to
maintain separate identities from the men who may have been their partaedsfathers of
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their children It is clear that tk Crossmales fathered a fair number of children, all of whom
gSNB 3IAGSY (KSA NLrosshildreh mBluded awdrbidal boys df eighikaid four
years, as well as Thom&sosgunior mentioned above. There were t&rosgirls, ranging in
agesfrom two to sixteen years.

Maroons from Accompongourtesy of the National Library of Jamaica

There were fouradult males with the surnamBennis one (BarneDennig being described in
the Returnsas amulatto (having one white parent, one black parent). JosBgmnisvas
described as sambo(one black parent, one mulatto parent). Two women, Jdhity years)

and Louisa (twenty three) carried the surnambennisand although we cannot be sure that
they weremarried to theDennismen, this would seem to be the case as there were four boys
and one girl carrying the surnani@®&nnis Rowewas a common surname among the men
(seven adult males having that name). Interestingly, there were also $ee@ewomen along
with seven childrenféur boys and three girj9earingthe nameRowe Five Maroon men had
the surnamePeate with one woman and four children bearing that nar@her common
surnames shared by the men, women and children of Accompong Town indRedg@&mith
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Salmon, PightWhite and Wright, which was very commomith five men, twelve women, nine
girls and seven boysearing that surname

In 1831, sme of the Accompong Btoons were livinglsewhere on the islandnd these
included thirty five males ahthirty six femaleskirst names of almost every Maroon reflected a
continuation of names derived from English naming practice$8B1, there were only two
Maroon first names which showeticonnection with early Maroon heritagend these were in
honourof freedom fighterdNanny(an older woman of seventy seven years) uho(two

young men and two small boy§ome of the Accompong Maroons, especially the leadership,
were owners of slaves in 1831. In that year, they owned sixteen slaves, of whomveeneen
males and nine were females.

Today, the Maroon community of Accompong Town, led by Colonel Fearon Williams, remains a
proud testament to the history and legacy of their people. As will be seen in a later section, the
victorious history andatultural reritage of Accompog are shared and celebrated with the public
each yearon® Wl y dzI NB 0 /, wzenahe S1@dons®fA&compong commemorate their
historicjourney.®

Settlement Patterns in St Elizabeth before Emancipation

From its arliest yearf existence right up to Emancipation, St Elizabeth proved very attractive
for persons wishingo establish settlements anghake a living from all the possibilities that the
parish offered As early as 1754, the total number of acres owned in the parish2d8, 838.

The open, rolling grassy plains or savannahs of southern St Elizabeth provided many
opportunities for settlers to establish prosperous livestock farms or pens on which they raised a
variety of animals, in particular cattle and horses, for whighparish soon became famous.

However, the very dry conditions with hardly any rainfall meant that these areas in southern St
Elizabethsuch as the Pedro Plaingere not suited for sugar cane cultivation, which was more
successful in the northern hailf the parishDescribing the dry conditions on the plains in 1823,

/| @YyNRO 2AffAlIYa AYF2NN¥SR dz&a GKIFG GKS azyfte gt
YIRS (2 LINBaSNIBBS GKS NIAy®dé 5SSLI K2fSa& 2N &L
hole and then pounded into the ground. The jufoem the plantain stalks was in this way

mixed in with the earth, making the pit solid and waterproof so that when rain did fall, the

rainwater would be stored in the pit. To prevent the water from beingleéi2aNJ ¢ SR o6& GKS
rays, the early settlers covered these pits with a framework of thickly plaited réedscally,

over a century and a hdtiter, the government of Jamaican November 201.%announced the
completion of a feasibility study aimed at establishamgirrigation system ttvarness the water
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of the Black River and by so doing, provide the over four thousand farmers of the Pedro Plains
with a solution to the age old problem of no waten the land.

Moving northwards in the parishwb of St Elizatie K Qa Y2 a i A wmeBankRivgf i NA S N
and the Y S Rivgorovided soil conditions which were very suitable for the cultivation of sugar

caneand agriculture in generalhe BlackiRer begins as an underground stream in the Cockpit

Country and emerges in the extreme northeast of St Elizabeth, flowing through the Upper

Morass and down to the middle of the parish, passing near Lacovia and merges withthe Y S

River neathe Middle Quaters River From here, the Black River continues its flow in a general

south westerly direction and empties into the harbour at Black River.
" i) o g : &\ 7

The Black River, Showing Mangrove Plants at a Section of theCRiwgesy of the National
Library of Jamaica

The Y S River rises in the extreme northwesthef parish at Ipswich, flows across the plain and
down through the middle of the parish, through the Lower or Main Morass and merges into the
Black Rivenear to the Middle Quarters River.
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Over time, the gushigwater of both rivers led to the depositing of rich, dark and fertile soil on
the lands and river banks around the paths of both rivers. The great fertility of this soil meant
that settlers would establish their sugar estagasd other properties cultiiing crops such as
pimento, ginger and cottorall along the banks and surrounding lands of the Black River and
the Y S River. In the late seventeenth into the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, there
was a large cluster of estates in this part of St Elizaligtimportance too, was the abuadce

of naturally growing logwood and mahogany treeich also made the parish attractive to
settlers seeking to engage in profitable tradéwe ridges and slopes of the several mountains
including the Nassau, Lacovia and S&htaz Mountainsalso encoaraged coffee growing.

Settlers came to St Elizabeth over these years not only because the land offered all of these
diverse opportunities to make a profitable living, but also because land was accessible through
land grants or could be bought at reasorabpkices. Some also came as indentured servants,
entering into agreements to work for persons who paid their passages here with the
understanding that at the end of their term of service, they would be given [aogrovide
labour for all these economicctvities, the settlers of StliZabeth also usednslaved Africans
and this forced migration of persons to the parish had effects both on the economgrating
society. ThéReturn of Inhabitants of Jamaifar 1788 shows that there were seven hundred
white men, women and children, two thousaffiete coloureds and 12,800 slaviesng in St
Elizabeth with a total population of 15,500. This excludbeé 159 Maroons who were living in
Accompong at that time.

By 1804, settlements were spread across mostgaf St Elizabetland these were mainly
rural agricultural settlements on properties devoted to sugar production, livestock rearing,
logwood and mahogany exporias well as other farming enterprises.dddition toAccompong
Town by 1804there were two main towns established in St Elizabatid these werd_acovia
andBlack RiverThe development of these two towns will be looked at in a later secliba.
following section shows the main areas in St Elizabeth where settlements werdisstab

Settlements in St Elizabeth by 17@®&d 1804
Northern St Elizabeth

Ly SEIFYAYIGAZ2Y 27 1763MagdftisiCounty of Gornjvalhowiiggty Q &
Elizabethindicatesthat in 1763,there were only a few properties in the extreme northtbé
parish in addition to Accompong Town. Ellersiéy (804 Eldersley) sugar estate lay to the
west of Accompong Town and Aberde@bso a sugar estate, was to the east of Accompong.
Properties which were not sugar estates were usually identified bgtineame of the owner
who lived therg and these properties sometimes combined the growafigropssuch as
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ginger, pimentaand cotton, with livestock, logwood or mahogannly wo properties of this
kind werein the area in 1763 and they weosvned by Défus and Lochaber

Forty-one years latedWI YS & w 21804 Map 2fyh@ Gounty of CornwdtaturingSt
Elizabethshowed a slight increase in the settlements in the extreme north of the pdrish.
addition to Eldersley and Aberdeen sugar estates atea south of Accompong was home to
properties owned by Fowlers, Shaw, Rankin, Lowe, ThoydtdRobertsoand Mure. Alexander
Forbes, the Scottish owner of Aberdeen Estatso had another property in the vicinity of
Aberdeen, and so did his son, Alexander Forbes Junior.

Northwest St Elizabeth

On the other handin 1763,northwest St Elizabeth was more densely settledh both sugar
producing and nofrsugar properties located on both sides of th& River as owners clearly
preferred the location for the more fertile soil on the banks of the rigswich Sugar Estate

was located near the Riverhead of the Y S Rimghe east bank, whilEonthill and Forrest

Estates were closer to the western border of the parMdilLachlan, Shartlutchinson and
McRonald all had nesugar properties on the east bank of the X&rmont owned land to the
north of the river while thewest bank was well populated with sugar estatesluding Spring
Garden, Springfield, Middlesex, Holland and MoMend dz3 F NJ LINR LISNIIAS& Yy I YSR
Crawl, Hebron, Lancewood, Lower Hill and Grave Vale were also on the weshheuofdition

to those owned by Craig, Millar, Hazling and Dillenggy.1804, there were many more

properties in this areancluding those belonging to Campbell, Gardner, Gilbert, Laird, Reynolds,
Miller, Owen, Brown, Guthrie, Bowen, Brydon, Salmon, M. Smith, J. Smith, th€Hon.
Carpenter, J. Smith, Downie, Extamd three women, Mrs Farquharson, Mrs Brown and Miss
Grant, whose properties were close to each other.

Northeast St Elizabeth

Moving from the centre of the parish in a nordasterly direction, there was a large cluster of

both sugar estates and nesugar settlementsMost of these were located on the banks of the

Black River or within proximity to the rivérhe sugar estates we longstanding settlements

and were there in 1763 as well as in 18U0HAese estates included BiscaBypg,Barton Isles and

Barton, Breadnut Valley, Luana, Vauxhall, Bagdale, Appleton, Windsor, Golden Grove, Island

and Wallenford, the last two being clo$o the riverheadOther sugar estates in the area were

Bogue, Edengdncaster¢ 2 aAf S 222RX DS2NHSQAa exidoUdioBe> /I o
and the Lower Works property, which started out as a sugar estate amdfttoeissed on

livestock rearingNon-sugar properties in the area in 1763 included those belonging to E.

Dickinson, W. Foster, W. Haughton, Foster, Allen and by 1804, Angell, McLeod, Taylor, Barham,
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B.W. and V. Dickinson and Treni&iso in the northeast, but closer to the border witke area
that later becameéVlanchester were properties owned by Mitchell, Monteath and Salkeld.

Cluster of Settlements neathe Town ofLacovia

Most properties here were nesugar producingandin 1763 included those belonging to

McLachlan, Roach, Wrigt#llen, Burt, Gill, Haughton, Foster and Dickindacovia Sugar

Estate Breadnut Valley, Barton and Biscany Estates were all located in the vicinity. These

estates werestill in existence in 1804, but by that time, neagar propéties were also

abundantin the area.Owners of some of these properties by 1804 included Sleater, Delaroche,
Alexander, Wright, Day, Wallace, Dunkley, Gopland, Wilson, Shaw, Mrs Davis, Mrs Smalling, Mrs
Kilburn Dunkleyand Dickinson.

East of the Santa Cruz Mountains Going South

By 1763, some of the settlement propertiestlive foothills ofthis area included Santa Cruz

Park, Somerset Hall, Gilnock Halbrthampton and Carmel as well as those owned by Brooks,
Wharton, Wright, Powell, Blake, Chambers and Eatham. By i8¢, wasa considerable

increase in settlements owned by persons such as Coley, Graham, Montague, Newman, Adlam,
Findlason, Murray, Mullins, PennycoolgrHott and LynchOther owners included Dr D.

Robertson, Dr J. Robertson, Taylor and Owens, C. Forbes, Jaivesht, Joseph Brooks, R.
Brooks, G. Brooks, T. Bantdi, Wright and Miss Walsh.

Middle Quarters to theSouth West Coagthcluding the Pedro Plains

In this part of the parish, there were more nsngar propertiesatherthan sugar estatesChis
was san 1763 as well as in 1804 1763, estates included Top Hill, Luana Bradintober, but
51 f Ay ib@nerSdddeentrated more on livestock than sugarthe savannahs were more
suited to livestockNon-sugar properties in 1763 were Lancewo8digglessillengen, Flower
Hill, Giddy HallFyffe,Littlejohn, Thomas, CoopereBy and Lower Work®8y 1804, Dalintober
was still there but there were many more naugar properties such as those belonging to
Myers,Fisher,Tomlinson, The Hon. G.C. Ricketts,dRp&llwood Pitter, Cohen RugglesaVliss
Smith, Mrs Brown, Dr White, Walker, Williams and Heath.

The Pedro Plains

The grassy Pedro Plains were ideal for livestock reaaimgjthereforeall of the settlements in

this part of the parish were connected this form of livelihoodBecause the Pedro Plains were

SO extensive, the settlements wespread out across the plain rather than clustered together.

In 1763, settlements centred on livestock rearing were established by the Briscoes, the Spotts,
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Blunters,Christian andThorne There were also settlemenét New Well, Watch Well, White
Rock Pondsidé;ullerswood and BrownberryBy 1804, he Ebanks familpwned three of these
properties while two others were owned by JameSther properties were those belonging to
ForbeslLudford, Robb, Ledgister, Bennett, Forr&itmfield, Bent, Miss Walsh, Mrs
Parchment, Coley, Swan, Graham, Montague, Newman and Adlam.

Properties Near to the Town of Black River

Even before 1763, there & cluster of livestock pens and other properties very near to the
small town of Black Rivesome members of the Scottish Campbell family were among the
owners in this area. Before he died in 1740, Colonel John Campbell (spoken about earlier in
relationto Scottish settlers) also owned the livestock property known as Hodges)&tem.

Vassal was the owner of Lower Works Pen, another livestock property near to the town. Other
settlers included Berry angnother Scottish familythe ArchibauldgArchibald)

Southeast St Elizabeth near to the Coast

This part of St Elizabeth waery sparsely settled by 18Ghd the properties here were mainly
concerned with livestock rearing. Settlement properties at Bull Savamaéided those owned
by Elliot, Rowe and Mustit. Closer to Alligator Pond Bay, owners included Bent, Swan and
Miss Walshlt is therefore clear that the spread of settlements across St Elizabeth varied
according to the different geographical features of the several parts of the parish. However,
despte these variations, the foregoing descriptions show that St Elizabeth was a well settled
parish by 1804°

EconomicActivities and Impact orlandscape and Importance of St Elizabeth

As seen earliethe names of some of the places across St Elizalette directly connected to

the period of the Spanish presence in the parish. Other place namesliwked to the natural
featuressuch as the relative dryness of the southern plains and the extensive grasslands in the

south of the parish. These featureawg rise to names such as Burnt Savannah, Starve Gut Bay

FYR (KS LINBASYOS £ FAi KBK Y | WISY Sigisbadibery §F ES NI £ | NI
Elizabeth. However, it was the economic activitesch as sugand coffeeproduction the

logwood and mahogantyade, as well adivestock rearingthat had the greatest impact on the

StE AT I 6 SGKQa KA & J(iashling & tddRion&@Siar@ing i arimal

husbandrythat shaped the economand fortunesof the parish until the preserdasSt Elizabeth

K2f Ra LINARS 27F LX I OS I a aliwesSheserRddnoRio dctée,S i LI NR
more than any other factothat alsoshaped the landscape in terms of the many place names

that became a part of St Elizabethd which remain veryisible throughout the parish to this
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day.These economic activities, by emphasising the importance of ersiafresan labour, also
influencedthe racial composition, saefy and culture of St Elizabeth.

h@SNIBASSG 2F {0 9 fsdndthed IBipakt OrsthePatzshl NJ 9 &G G S

Before Emancipation, there were approximately fifty seven sugar estate$ wisice spread

out in the more northerly sections of the parish on the fertile lands surrounding the Black River
and the YS River.Although the productiorof sugar and rum was the focus of these estates,

their owners also engaged from time to time in exports of logwood or mahogany obtained from
the woadlands on these properties. Several estate owrsds® combined sugar production with
livestock rearing aan additional source of incomand at times focussed more on livestock

than on sugar production. Similarly, some of the propertigsichg SNBE y I YSR at Sy aé
where livestock were rearepwere also listed as sugar estates because from time to time they
alsoproduced sugar and rungome of the sigar estates in St Elizabeth up tm&hcipation
includedAberdeen, Appleton (both highlighted belo®agdale, Baon Estate, Barton Isles

Estate (bth highlighted shortly) Biscanpogue Casement, Craigie, Dunkley, Flower Hill,

Golden Grovand Hampstead PlantatioBreadnut Valley Estate, located on the west bank of
the Black River, was a fair sized sugarducing property which gave its name tcetpresent

day community of Breadnut Valley in St Elizabeth.

In many casess seen with Breadnut Vallehe sugar estates seem to have had an impact on
the landscape of St Elizabeth in that communities which emerged after the estdesd
productionsametimescontinuedthe names of the former sugar property and kept these place
names over the years until the present. This was the casethétl2,240acreCabbage Valley
Estate which was located on tleastern side of St Elizabeth, close to the bordehwit
Manchester. In the eighteenth century, Cabbage Valley produced mainly sugar and logwood.
Today, the community of Cabbage Valley is located in the same area and is mainly a community
of dairy farmers, some of whom lease their land to cane farm@aislbook was a medium

sized property of 455 acresbut had a variety of productencluding sugar and rum, cattle,

corn, yam, plantains, timber and ginger. Today, the community of Carisbrook continues in the
same general vicinity, to the southwest of Maggotiywo landmarks of the preseitay
community are the Carisbrook Moravian Ctluiand the CarisbrodRrimary School.

Dalintoberwas located in south western St Elizabeth, close to the border with Westmoreland
and east of Font Hill EstatBalintober was amall property of 857 acreendproduced some
sugar and rumbut the focus wasnainly on livestock. The community of Dalintober still exists
in the same aregand the name also lives on in the Dalintober to FoititRbad. Other

properties includedcEldersleyElim (both highlighted shortjyand Emmaus Perwhich produced
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some sugarbut emphasised livestock rearing and which has influenced the presnhame

given to the Emmaus to Nain Main Ro&tbwer HillPepA y  aLJAGS 2 F 066SAy 3 G SNY
producedmainlysugar and rum from 1786 until 180&ong with cattle, logwood and cin.

Others wereFontHill Estate(featured shortly) andrullerswood Bn, which producedsugar,

rum and livestock up tthe 1750s then mainly livestock after that date. Fullerswood will be

discussed as a livestock property rather than as a sugar eStimdarly, althougléGoshen and

Longhill Bns both occasionally produced some sugar, they were naotributors tolivestock

productionin St Elizabeth and will therefore be discussed in the section which looks at livestock
properties.Hollandand IpswiclEstates are highlighted shortly.

Other sugatproducing properties in St ElizabatitludedHighgatePlantationand Island Estate.

Island Estate was a very large property of 5,011 astesh was located between Appleton and
Aberdeen EstatedJp to 1731)sland Estate was owned by Colonel John Foster, who passed it

on to his son, Joseph Foster Barham in 1a81 this major sugar and ruproducing estate

remained with the Foster Barham family until Emancipatiwt. YS&4 w20 SNl a2y Qa My |
showsLacovia Platation as beingocated to the north west oivhat was therthe small town of
LacoviaThis sugar and rum producing property most likely took its name from the town of

Lacovia (discussed latefjhe nameLacovid A @Sa 2y Ay G2RIFI&Qa @AONI yi
same name and in the Lacovia Tombstones (discussed along with the town of Ladeuia).

St Elizabeth werkancater Estateas well ad.uana Sugar Estate and the livestock property of

Luana Pen, boitof which influencedhe name of the welbeveloped Luana Housing Scheme

that is presently located off Brompton Road, five miles away from Black Ri\exico Estate,

Middlesex Pen and Middlesex Sugar Estate (different owners, both producing Segar)

Savannah Btate andOxford Plantation (partly in St Elizabeth, partly in Manchestere some

of the other properties in St Elizabeth.

Although it was calle@epper Penthis large property of 4,100 acr@sgms an important
producer of sugar and rum betwedr741 and 1761 even while it combined these with the
rearing of livestock and exports of mahogany. From 1762 onwards, the emphasis was on
livestock and mahoganfepper was owned from the outset uniinancipation by the same
Dickinson family which ownedaBon and Appleton Sugar Estatdésghlighted shortly. In 1811,
Pepper Pefnad 608 enslaved persons and 1,452 livestdtie place namdeppercontinues
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today in the district of Pepper, which is to the south of Gutters in St Elizabeth.
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The ModerrPepper Post Office in the District of Pepper which was Hoilrepper Pen in Days
Gone ly Courtesy of the National Library of Jamaica

Phantillands was a threhousand acre property that produced sugar, rum and molasses

well as livestock. A community lbhe same name exists in the parish today. Prospect and Long
Hill Pen produced sugar and livestpakd the name lives on in the Prospect main roaglwell

as in the district of Prospect.

Another estate which combined the production of sugar, rum aradasses with the rearing of
livestock and the exports of logwood and mahogany wasSpetig Pen/EstateThe place

name of this property continues today in the Salt Spring commuwitych lies to the east of

Crane Corner and to the north of Fullersweaaratl is surrounded by the Crane Ro@dher

estates includedpringfield, @nnants andrhornton Estatethe last estate havings name

NEFf SOGSR Ay (2RIFedQa RAAGNAON 2F ¢K2NyG2y o
(both sugar and livestk), Union Estateand Two MileWood. Todaythe district of Two Mile

Wood continues the namglocated in the same area as the former estate, Union Estate and
Valley Wash/ Walley Wastjth this place name continuing toda@ther properties were

Vauxhall Estate, Vineyard Pen (alternated between livestock and sugar) Wallingford Estate
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(sugar and rum then coffee and cattl§yaterford, Windsor Estate and Y.S. Estate which is
featured shortly.

Highlighting Some Sugar Estates and Theip&ct on theParish
Aberdeen Estate

Locatedin northern St Elizabeth artd the east of Accompong Town, Aberdeen Sugsate

had important effects on the parish of St Elizahethich remained long after the estate had
ceased to produce sugakberdeen was an examptd the early Scottish connection to the

history of the parishAround 1736, Alexander Forbes of Scotland leased the estate from
Alexander McFarlane (another Scatjd named itAberdeerafter his home in Scotland.

Alexander Forbes and his family remaineadontrol of Aberdeen for a long while until 1782

when it was acquired by William Mitchell and afterwards, ownership passed to Dr James Rowe
and his family.

From its beginnings until a few years before Emancipation, the owners of Aberdeen focussed

on the production of sugar, rum and molasses, although from time to time, cattle were also

reared to gain additional income and alsoto supplik S S & G I G Sr&tanifaBS Ra T2 NJ
(animals used to do work such as turning machinery and carrying loAbeydeen used an

animal mill to grind the sugar cane in the works yand a constant supply of animals was

important for activities such as thishe enslaved populetn on Aberdeen was not very large

and by 1815, there were fifty slaves registered to the est@eners of Aberdeen encouraged

the English Moravian missionaries (discussed in the section on churches and schools) to be
active among the enslaved, Christising then and teachingbedience to authorityas a

Christian principle.

In the Jamaica Almanaof 1816, Aberdeen Estate was registered as belonging to the estate of

the deceased owner, James Rowe and an interesting note attached indicated that the slaves

had been sold and removed from that propertyrfhe remaining periodight up to

Emancipation, there was no mention of Aberdeen in the subsegAénanacsor in any

records of sugar production. This, together with the final sale of all remaining slaveg
SadGrdS o0& mymcz asSSyvya (G2 AYyRAOFGS GKFG ! 0aSNRS
yearb SOSNI KSt S&das NBYAFrRiNdon diFory stil Sxi¢RdBEymR af LINS
the eighteenthcentury Aberdeen Great House, although abameld and in a poor condition,

are still visible and so are portions of the sugar works (factory). A section of the boiling house
remains and the outline of the old animal mill can still be seen. Although archaeologists from

the Jamaica National Heritage Ust (JNHThad not confirmed the reports in 2009, persons
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vegetation,was also the site dhe slave burial ground for those enslaved on Aberdeen Estate.

As will beseen in the section which deals with St Elizabeth in the period after Emancipation,
Aberdeen would later become associated with the formation of free villages in the parish.
However, the most enduring impact of Aberdeen is seen on the modern landscaymsaaed
names which continue to this day, to reflect the connection to Aberdeen ofolithe same
general vicinity of the old Aberdeen Estate, there is today, the district of Aberaednits
infrastructure bearing the name of Aberdeen. For example, there is the Aberdeen All Age
School and the Aberdeen Junior High School.ddnsinuity may very well indicate a closer
connection to the Free Village ob@&rdeenthan to the estate oAberdeen as some of the
descendants of the free villagers would no doubt still live in the arba.cultural influence of
the Moravian Churchwhich was first evident in the days of Aberdeen Sugatg, is still
obvious today as the Moravian Church iseatral feature of the presentlay district of
Aberdeen.

Appleton Sugar Estate

St Elizabeth holds pride of place as being home to this historic sugar estate, one which is still
going strong although today, the Appleton brand is more associated withlJ&Wr | Y R b SLIK S g
world-renowned array of rumsAppleton Btate is located in th&lassau Valley, between
Maggotty and Siloah in SiZabeth and was one of sevemslgar estates which were situated
on the fertile banks of the Black Riverom the very outsg its location allowed Appleton to
use a water mill for crushing and grinding the sugar cane in order to extract the cane juice
which was eventually madinto sugar

Early Ownership and Operation of Appleton Estate up to Emancipation

In seeking to explaiwhy the estate was calleflppleton at least two sources suggest that it
was named after its first owner, who the sources claim was James Appleton. The historical
evidence does not support this claiRather, the first owner of Appleton was an Englishman,
Captain Francis Dickinson, who lived from 1632 to 1@a4tain Dickinsowas rewarded by
King Charles 11 for his contribution to the English capture of Jamaica by being granted 6,000
acres of land irst Elizabeth. Tt land formed the basis of severstates which remained with
the Dicknson family for a long time. Or# thesewasBartonEstateandanotherwas Appleton
Estate. Captain Dickinson was born in Appleton, Berkshire in England and sooraradchis
estates Appleton Estateafter his birthplace, a practice which was common among the early
English owners of properties in these colonies. The first owner of Appleton Estate died on
Barton Estate in the parish in 1704.
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1788) Caleb (1716783) and Vickris (1718797) all of whom had interests in property in the

parish.In fact, by 1754, two of these grandsons, Ezekiel and Caleb Dickivesenlisted as

owning 7,055 acres in the parish of St Elizab@#teband his brother, Ezekiel, were joint

owners of Appleton Estate for twerdpur years between 1755 and 1778ppleton remained

with the members of this family for many more years, even after Emancipation. This is seen in
G6KS FI OG0 (KIFIG 0SG6SSy wmy mamdsohsyHRekisiyarmgaBand T S A St
Jeremiah Harman, along with William Dickinson 11, weretjoiunersof the estate. By 1839,

Appleton covered approximately 5,000 acres.

Appleton Estate and Nassau Mountains from theGaiurtesy of the National Library of Jamaica

From the very outsedown to 1839, the focus of Appleton Estate wasttoeproduction of
sugar and rum, although from time to time during the 1750s, cattle and horses werbral$o
on the estate. The 1760s saw a return to the almost exclusive production of sugar apahdim
this trend continued until 1839. There was an effartgain additional income from livestock
rearing during the war years, 179395 and 1801 to 18Q4vhen shipments of sugar to Britain
became uncertain. Throughout this peridtere was a steady reliance on enslaved labour,
with slaves on Appleton numberidg3 in 1817and 166 in 1832, two years before the ending
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of legal slavery and the start of the Apprenticeship system in 183he postslavery period,
Appleton Estate was to survive the many challenges that threatened the sugar industry in the
parish ad in the rest of Jamaica (the pes838 period into the twentietkcentury history of
Appleton is examined in a later section). The tremendous success of this estate in the twentieth
century meant that the name Appletdrecame synonymous both locally amdernationally,

with production of the finest quality sugar amsiportantly, rum.

Barton Estate and Barton Isles Estate

Both Barton Estate and Barton Islglsared the same owne(ghe Dickinson familyas Appleton
Estate in the preemancipation period.ccated at a fair distance to the south of Appleton,
Barton Estatavas also ideally situatedght on the bank of the Black River and therefore used a
water mill for its factory operations. From 1741 to 1762, Vickris Dickinson was in charge while
from 1757 b 1766, Ezekiel and Caleb Dickinson were joint owrgaton remained with the
Dickinson family until 183®arton Estate was mainly in sugar and rum production for the
entire period but livestock, especially cattle and horses were also bred. Becatséoation

right on the Black River, a wharf was built at Barton in 1796 and from here, sugar and other
products from Barton and nearby plantations, were transported by boat downriver to Black
River Harbour for export. Rental paid by other owners forafshis wharf provided additional
income for the owners of Barton Estai large estate of 3,860 acres to begin with, Bartad h
grown to 4,000 acres by 183®ith an enslaved population ranging from 237 in 1810 to 107 in
1832.

Barton Isles EstatddartonIsles Livestock Pen

This property was only half the size Barton Estatewith 2,000 acres in 183%zekiel and Caleb
Dickinsonwere joint owners from 1741 until 1786 and 1782 respectively. William Dickinson 1
and Barnard Dickinson took charge from thé3Q3 to around 1810 while William Dickinson 11
owned it from1809 to 183%long with William Dickinson 11, Jeremiah and Ezekiel Harman, the
grandsons of Ezekiel Dickinsatsohad ownership of Barton Isles from 1817 to 1839 while

being joint owners of Appton Estate in that time period.

Despite its smaller size, Barton Isles Estate, as it was first known, had a wider range of products
than Barton Estate. Up to 1797, the property produced sugar, rum, molasses, mahogany (which
grew abundantly on the bankd the Black River)ral raised horses and cattle as well. By 1798,
Barton Isles ceased the production of sugar and rum and focussed almost exclusively on
livestock rearingand this explains the change of name in that year to Barton Isles Livestock
Pen.This emphasis on livestock was seen in the large number of animals (1,529 in 1810) on the
property.By 1801, the owners also gained income from hiring out some of their slaves to other
owners as the change of production focus meant that they no longer netrgefiill labour
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force (592 slaves by 1810) on Barton Isldg effect of both properties on the landscape of St
Elizabeth remains very apparent in the place name given to the distrigardns which
occupies the same general locality as the Barton properties of earlier times.

Eldersley

Eldersley (earlier sometimes spelt Elderslea or Elderslie) is another example of the Scottish
influence in St Elizabetfihe original owner was George Wallad¢he Wallace Clan in

Scotland. In 1735, he acquired the property and named it Elderslie after his home in Scotland.
Between 1775 and 1786, Hughalce had controbf the property and ownership of Eldersley
remained with the Wallace family until 1798ithat year,it was taken over by Thomas

Kirkpatrick Halland then Eldersley passed didferent members of the Fry familypeginning

with Mary Jones French, formerly Fry (180819) and ending with Mary Susan Fry (1826 up to
Emancipation)Eldersley was deted to the production of sugar and rum up to about 1796

but after that, itwas mainly concerned with rearing livestock and jlowg pasturage.

In 1810, there were seventy two slaves attached to Elderblatyby 1829, this number had

been reduced towenty seven9 f RSNE f S& Qa T2 NI dzla&y peddd b, 2SR Ay
will be seen in a later section, the property became associated with banana production and

with the activities of the Baptist Missionarieghe place name has outlived the estgieh and

today, the wellestablished community of Eldersley has a number of schimaksiding the

Eldersley Basic, Primary and Junior High Sclemlsell as the historic Baptist Church (built in

1840) and the Elderslie Seventh Day Adventist Church.drhenanity is also home to

Olympian Kerron Stewart.

Elim Estate

Up to Emancipation, this was a large property of 4,z@80eswhich was located near to Two
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outset, Elim was owned by successive members of the Foster family, beginning with Colonel

John Fosteby 1741 and ending with Frederick Foster who had charge of the estate up to
EmancipationSugar, rum and molasses were the main productslioh throughout the period

but livestock rearing, mahogany, cotton, ginger, cocoa, pimento and coffee provided additional
income from time to time. There were 420 enslaved workers on the estat811 and 385 in

1832, while theamountof livestock range from422 in 1810 to 200 in 1832.
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community of Elimwhich in several respects remains devoted to agriculture. This is seen in the
fact that Elim is today the homaf the Sydney Pagon Agricultural High School (formerly the

Elim Agricultural Schoglledicated to advancing best practices in agricultéeditionally,

2,700 acres of land in Elim are managed by the Agvestment Corporation with an aim to
promoting investment in the local aquaculture industry.

Font Hill Estate

Font Hill Estate was located in soutlestern St Elizabeth, very close to the border with
WestmorelandA verylarge property of 7,00@cres, Font Hill was owned by Thomasts and
hisfamily right up to 1839Sugar and rum were the dominant products throughout the period

but coffee and livestock also featured as sources of incdrhe.importance of livestock can be
seen in the numbers, which in 1810 stood at 1,128, although by 1832, this had fallen to 200.
Understandably, themslaved labour force was a ge for such a large propertsnd in 1810

this number stood at 606. Shoytbefore Emancipation in 1832, the number of slaves had
dropped to 231 Today, the Font Hill property is owned by the Petroleum Corporation of
Jamaica. Font Hill remains one of the most enduring place names, with the estate giving way to
0 2 Rl & Q& wildigeySancthiady &rid Font Hill Nature Reserve.

Holland Estate

Holland Estate was located quite close to the Y.S. River, paritseast bankBetween 1762

and 1783, Holland was owned by Wastel Brisco, an English planter who sometimes lived on his
estate in Jamaica. He married into the Scottish Campbell faamly the estate remained with

the Campbells until it was taken over in the pskvery period1848)by John Gladstone,

father of the British prime ministeiSugar and rum were the main productsHolland Estate
throughout the periodalthough logwood and livestock generated additional income. In 1810,
the large estate of 4,411 acres had 421 slasesd by 1832, this had fallen to 277.

Because it was so close to the Y.S. River, Holland reliadvater mill.Water from the river

was carried along a mill trench to the sugar works. Holland had a Persian water wheel which
took up water from the trenchand the force of the turning wheel passed the water along to
the still house and the milHollandEstate also had a tramwgayhich led to the shipping place
known as the Holland Crane, located on the Black River. In this way, goods forsexboas
sugar or rum were carried tihe port at Black River HarbaySee the section on postavery
economc activities for more on Holland Estate).

Today, the name Holland continues to define a much broader area than that which made up
the estate and this is best seen in the importance and attraction of Holland Bamboo in the
parish. Bamboo Avenue is also known as Holland Bamboo anthtioigl wonderhas a lot to
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do with the legacy left by the owners of Holland Estate. Bamboo plants were planted by the
owners on either side of the roadway, with the intentionprbviding a buffer against the wind
andholding the soil in place. As time passed, the bambhoots grew taller and they formed a
natural archway across the road. This provides travellers with shade and beauty as they journey
along the four kilometres of road on the main south coast highway between Middle Quarters
and Lacovia.

Bamboo Avenue,lso Known as Holland Bamboo, St Elizal@brtesy of the National Library
of Jamaica

Lacovia Bamboo Walk, Showing a Dirt RGadrtesy of the National Library of Jamaica
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IpswichEstate

Ipswich Estate was located to the north west of Hollasthte. The2006 acre property was

owned by John Morse between 1761 and 1780 and remained with that fammtilly1839.

Edmund Francis Green was also joint owner from 1817 to 1829 and after3884: and rum
production was emphasisetut cattle and horses were aléwed. From 1787, rental of

enslaved labour to other estates was also used for additional incomi810, there were as

many as 534 slaves on the estate and 407 livestock. By 1831, slaves had declined to 161 and
livestock to 79Several parts of the plantation ruins are still to be seen today, including
substantial ruins of the cegtone great house and factory works. In the pektvery period,

Ipswich transitioned into different roles (discussed in a later sectenm) today pswich is
remembered for far more than its days of sugar and slavery.

Y.S. Estate

This was a very large sugar estate of 6,004 aereh was located on the east bank of tHeS.
Rver. It was south of Ipswich Estate and bottSand Ipswich shared theame owners as of
1761.In fact, in 1810, the two estasavere listed as one under the title/.Sand Ipswich Estate.
Like IpswichY.S.was owned between 1761 and 1780 by John Morse and again from 1789 to
1839 by John Morse. Between 1817 and 1832, Edniadcis Green was joint owner along
with John Morse. Green was also joint owner with Morse from 1834rba.products o¥.S.
Estate were the same as Ipswje¥ith a similar emphasis on sugar and rum throughout the
period. The numbesof enslaved personand livestockeported werethe same as the figures
for Ipswich in 1810 and 183lLike IpswichY.S.also engaged in the rearing of cattle and horses.
In suggesting how the estate came to be caNesl, Edward Long tells us that theame was
taken from the Gaelic word Y®eaning crooked or winding artde Y.S Rver wasso called
because the river took a crooked or winding pdtbhng believes that the owners of the estate
then called itY.S, after the river.Today, the name.$.ismost associated with the splendour of
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A Twentieth Century View of the Y.S. Estat@Great Hous€ourtesy of the National Library of
Jamaica

Impact of the Sam Shipe Rebellion onSt Elizabeth

None of the economic activities undertaken by English settlers across the island could have
succeeded to the extent which they did without the forced labour provided by enslaved
Africans. As they were auctioned one by one fiihh@ Town Wharf in Black River (looked at in a
later section) Africans brought to St Elizabeth certainly had no control over their destinations
and ultimately, over their fateYet they were not powerless in their experience of enslavement.
The history of slavery across the Caribbean shows that the enslaved used every opportunity to
express their opposition to the inhumane conditions of slavery which they were forced to
endure.In carrying out this protest, whether by rebellions or by other means, the enslaved
were able to deal blows to the system of plantation slayergst times at extreme cost to
themselves and their family memberBhe perseverance of leaders like Sam Shargkall

those who supported their efforts, contributed to the gradual wearing down of the system of
slavery and finally to its abolition in 1833tarting in St James, the extensive and significant
protest known as the Sam Sharpe Rebellion of 1831 impasedral parishes, including St
Hizabeth where many of the properties in the north western end of the parish were affected.
BSOI dza S 2 ¥F drofimiy fo BtllamesS thikviasg almost inevitable.

In St Elizabeth, the protest began on the small,-82& property of Ginger Hill, which in 1831
was owned by George Longmof&inger, mahogany and livestock were the main products of
Ginger Hill. At the time of the rebellion, there were ninety seskves attached to Ginger Hill.
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All of the buildings on Gger Hill were reportedly burniThe protest quickly spread toclude
many propertiesincluding Mahogany Hill, Eldersléynion, Pisgah Mexicoand Vauxhall Estate,
where the overseer was kille?.S and Ipswich Estatewere badly affectedMany of the287
slaves or¥.S Estate took part in the protest, setting fire to estate buildings, cane fields and
sugar worksThis, in spite othe fact thatY.S Estate was the district headquarters for the
regiment and two companies of the St Elizabeth Regiment had been stationed théren it
was all overseventy three enslaved persons from St Elizabeth were put on trial and of this
number,forty-two received lashes andurteen were executedA few were acquittd. Damage
to properties in St Elizabeth was estimated toibb@xcess of twenty two thousand pounds.

After the rebellion, a report was made of an unusual action taken by one of the enslaved who

at the time was the head driver (a senior slave put in chafgbe other slaves) on Appleton
Estate{ ¥ { KIN1JSQ&a Olftfz aSyd 2dzi G2 aftl @dSa | ONZ
against the system and the treatment given to the enslaved. This protest was to take the form

of a refusal to work in the daysllowing the Christmabreak. On Appletoiistate, the head
RNADPSNE RSAONAROSR Fta Fy a2fR YR FFHAGKTdAZ yS3
continue to work as the cane crop was ready for harvesting a strike by the slaves would

have meanha loss of the cane crop. The head driver reportedly had a number of relatives on

the estate and they supported his call not to go on strike, but he was also highly respected by

the other slaves on the plantation. When the days of the planned protest ctradnead driver

was able to convince most of the slaves to turn out to work, although alfdwot. Appleton

was spared the damage and the losses experienced by other St Elizabeth estates, largely

because of the help given by the head drivée was rewrded by the House of Assembly for

KA & &SESYL}ahdhe wadg@wirRadsider éup by the joint owners of Appleton at the

time, Ezekiel Harman, Jeremiah Harman and Williskimsonthe second™

Livestock Properties/Pens in St Elizabdibfore and dter Emancipation

Purpose and Importance of Livestock Pens

There were certain areas in Jamaica which were very suitable for livestock reerth§t

Elizabeth, particularly thgrassy plains of theouthern parts of the parish, emerged as a

leading producer of livestockhe 1844 census showed that thewere 378 breeding or
fABSait20] LISya Ay WHYFAOF® {d 9tATII0SGKQa AYL)
ninety-one of the livestock pens were locatedtims parish Whereas produts like sugar

coffee, cotton and pimento were largely exported, animals were raised on the livestock pens to

satisfy a great demand on the local marKebcal pens raised cattle, horses, donkeys and mules
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to be sold to the plantations and estates as dyatianimals (animals used to pull or carry
loads).These animals were used to turn or power the animal nahsl they were also needed
to transport goods and peoplén some casesnimals thatwere no longer useful on the estate
were bought by the ownersf the livestock pens. These were then fattened and sold to the
local butchers to supply the demand for me&bme Pen ownereven had their own butcheries
which provided them with additional income as the meat was solestate owners or to
nearby townssuch as Black River or Laco@mce the ownersf sugar and coffee properties
were among their best customers, any downturn in these industries would also affect the
profits of the livestock propertiesviost pens also produced other crops such as pirment
cotton, coffee and logwoocdnd as seen earlier, some properties alternated between livestock
and sugar production.

Examples of livestock pens and properties in St Elizabeth included Bonavista Pen, a large 4,100
acre property which had the same ownersRepper Pen (dealt with earlier) and was combined
with Pepper in 1839 when it was known as Pepper and Bona@siter livestock producing
properties includedContent Pen, Emmaus Pen, Friendship Pen, Fullerswood and Goshen
(highlighted shortly) Hodges Pand HounslowHodges Penocated near to the town of Black

River, was the 2,000 acre property which was owned from very early by Colonel John Campbell
and passed on to others in his family. After 1810, ownership passed to David Shakespeare
(18101827) anl Reverend John Shakespeat819-1839. Hodges Pen was completely devoted

to livestock, having 472in 1811 and 691 by 1832. a2 I Y2y 3 (KS LI NRAaAKQ&
were Luana Pen and Maggotty Pen (owned by Caleb Dickinson from 1791 to 1825, New Well
Pen, Paradise Pen, Pedro P€meyard Pen (highlighted shortydepper Pen (dealt with under
sugar)and Santa Cruz Pen, which was famous for its horses as well aslaaitéy. Works Pen

was located in the Black River area and was owned up to Emanaifgtidbohn Vassall in the

1750s and then by Joseph Royall and members of his family. Although trecEstproperty

produced some sugar at first, this was only for a short while from 1754 to 1758. Generally, the
property was really devoted to livestock, witattle rearing and horse breeding being

emphasised.

Lower Works Pen was famous in its time for horseracing as the first horse racing in St Elizabeth
was carried at fromthe 1780s on a race track located theBy. the 1800s, other race tracks

also existd at Goshen, Gilnock, Orange Grove, Lacovia and at New Matket. livestock

owners focussed their attention on breeding racehotsesl by the 1840s, famous stud farms

were located at Pepper Pen, which had about 100 brood mares and seven imported stallions by
then. Goshen had an international reputation as a superior hbreeding pen and the famous
Derby winner, Hannibal, was brough 0 2 D2 & K S yThedtowa df SaRta Erliz e up
around Santa Cruz Market, one of the most famous markets for trading horses and other
livestock.
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Highlighting Three Livestock Pens in St Elizabeth: GosWareyard and Fullerswood Pens
Goshen

GosherPen was locateth one of the most famous livestockising districts in Jamaica. It was
situatedbetweenHorse Savannaand Bull Savannahwith these two places appropriately

named after the animal rearing that took place in this part of St Elizabéib.area was very

close to the eastern border with Manchester and was east of Santa Cruz and to the south of
BalaclavaGoshen took pride of place in being one of the largest pens, covering 3,917é&cres
mainly grassy pastures 1780 and waslevoted to spplying animalsnot only to buyers in St
Hizabeth but also tothe wider market outside of the parisithe property was owned by

Francis George Smyth (Senior) from 1780 until his son, Francis George Smyth (the Younger)
took over Goshen in 1787 and remained the owner until Emancipaotyth also owned two

other livestock pens, Long Hill and Friendship, which were both located to the south of Goshen.
Because of their importance, both Goshen and Friendship were linkedrbgge roads (dirt

tracks wide enough for carriages to travel) to the majorraak Sy O £ f SR ,whishS YA y 3
led from Santa Cruz to Gutters Hill.

In 1780, Goshen raised a variety of animals including cattle, mules, horses, sheep, goats and
alsogained income from sale of grass and provision of pasturage (in demand by other

properties with limited grazing facilities for their animals) export of logwood, hiring out of slave

labour and carts to other estate8n idea of how productive Goshen was nisy/seen in these

figures provided by Barry Higmaegardingsales in 1781. In that yeaizoshen sold thirty nine

steers, three bulls, seventy six cows, twelve heifers, some calves, twenty five horses, twenty

five mares, twenty eight mules and a filjvlost of these were bought by the owners of sugar

estates right there in St Elizabetn. 1781, Gosheearned a total o£4,212compared with

£342fromLong HIlD2 A KSYy Q& LINPALISNRGE AYyONBIF&aSR aidSIRAT
have been possible thiout the labour provided by its enslaved population.

Unlike many other properties which saw a decline (both sugar estates and livestocktpens)

numbers of slaves and livestock on Goshen increased steadily right up to Emancipation. For
example, in 1810, Goshen had 391 slaves and 1,447 livestock. ByiE8B0mbers of slaves

had increased to 391 and livestock to 1,58@ile in 1831, livestdchumbered 1,649n 1832,

two years before the abolition of slavery, Goshen had a total of 421 slavaddition to

income from livestock, by 183Both Goshen and Long Hill were exporting coffee and logwood

and they were also hiring out slave labogrt I Y2 i KSNJ 2y S 2F { Y@l KQa LINE
Sunderland Estataevhich was locatedh St James.

Taday, the wider community that has inherited the nai@esherhas an identity and purpose
all its own, cemented by facilities suchthe Goshen Postalgency andchools (Goshen Basic
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There are several churchascluding the historic Moravian Church on the Goshen Main Road
as well as the Goshen Community Centrd &ports Complex.

Goshen Post Office/ Postal Age@urtesy of the National Library of Jamaica
Vineyard Pen

Vineyard Pen in St Elizabeth has been highlighted because it showed the value and importance
of logwood (in addition to sales of livestogk)the emergence of a successful economy in the
parish.It was located right on the edge of the Great Morass, near to Bleek.R/ineyard Pen
covered 859 acres of very flat land in the eighteenth centioy by 1823, it had grown to 945
acres. In 1750, Vineyd Pen was owned by Florentius ¥al and between 1764 and 183the
property remained with the Forrest family, beginning with Admiral Arthur Forrest in 1764.
Thomas Forrest owned Vineyard Pen from 1820 until 1839.

From 1764 until 1779, the property, Wi285 acres of common pasture and guinea grass, was
exclusively devoted to the raising of livestock. However, by 1780, logwood had become an
important money earnefor Vineyard Pemlongside livestoclt first, planters on some sugar
estates had deliberately planted logwood between the cane pieces in order to provide a natural
barrier or fence. However, because logwood grew on its own without persons having to plant it,
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by the 1780s, logwood trees hadergrown widespread areamnd this wasspeciallysoin the
parlshes of St Ellzabethnci Westmoreland

Numerous Logwood Trees in the Countryside of Black @netesy of the National Library of
Jamaica

Logwood was to become a major income earnettfiar parish in the late eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries and would contribute to the development of St Elizgbeshecially Black
River in the nineteenth century.ogwood was very much in demand in Britain where it was
used to produce dyes (black, grayd violet) for textiles such as cottoviineyard Pen had a lot
of woodlands covered with forests of logwood trees. Once cut down, logwood trees were
shipped down to the port of Black River from where there was a profitable export business.
1823, Vineyed Pen earned a total d1,090 and sixty tons of logwood accounted £420 of

this amount. Sales of livestock accounted for the rest of the income in that eday, the
nameVineyardcontinues in the district of Meyard which has at least two churc)e Baptist
and a United Pentecostas well as a community centre.

Fullerswood Pen

This livestock property was another fine example of how pen owners in St Elizabeth were able
to conducta profitable business by combining sales of livestock with sdlegwood.

Fullerswood Pen was located near to neighbouring Vineyard Pen and was next to the Great
Morass and situated close to Black Riverthe early eighteenth century, the property covered
1,847 acres and by 1864, Fullerswood had grown to 2,104 a&neong the early owners of
Fullerswood Pen were Jonathan Gale 111 (1¥#447) and a minor, Henry Gale Junior, from

1752 to 1754William Rowe took over ownership of the property from 1785 to 1790, followed
by James Rowe, who had control of Fullerswoodfil 791 until 1839In the later nineteenth
century history of the property, for example in 1879, Fullerswood had famous owners like the
Honourable John Salmo@,stos of St Elizabeth.
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mahogany, logwood and livestock. However, from 1785 onwards, it was predominantly a
livestockproducing property, with significant additional income from exports of logwood. This

was not surprising as almost fifty percent of theperty was covered by logwood tre€ghe

enslaved labour force numbered 215 in 18a6d by 1832this number had declined to 8

1810, the property had 46fead oflivestock, 470 in 1820 and 370 in 1832, shortly before

Emancipaton.

Around the time ® Emancipationyith livestock numbering 37@he owner of Fullerswood sold

cattle as daft animals to estateut £ 82 KSf LISR G2 adzJJx & GKS 26y
selling fattened cattle and sheep to the Black River Butchfgund the same time,

Fullerswood was doing well imgwood sales, shipping 100 tons from the Crane Wharf in 1832.

Ly GKS fF0SNI yAySGiSSyiK OSyGdaNEZ tA@Saiz201 |y
overall economy even as sugar and coffee continued to face hard.times

In 1879 when the Hon. John Salmon owned Fullerswasadavell as Vauxhall, both properties

had a total income 0£1,163. The largest single contributor to this total income was the 173
tons of logwood which were sold to J.E. Kerr andil€®879for £600. Livestock sales made up

the rest of the income in that year, with steers, cows and fattened cows being sold to a variety
of buyers.In the last two decades of the nineteenth century, Fullerswood also made its income
from the sale of logwood roots, conuts, lumber, thatch and wattles. However, the main
products continued to be logwood and livestock. Today, Fullersvimadarge St Elizabeth
community, located to the southwest of its neighbour in times past, the Vineyard district. The
place name oFulerswoodalso lives on in the Williamsfield to Fullerswood Rdad.

Coffee Properties in St Elizabeth

Before Emancipation, there were very few, if any properties in St Elizabeth which were devoted
exclusively to coffee production and which could be termetfee plantations. Instead, there

were about twenty five properties on which coffee was produaddng with a variety of other
crops such as ginger, pimento, corn, cotton, logwomstoa, mahogany, along with livestock

and at times, even sugar and ruin.these cases, coffee beans were grown on the higher (hilly)
elevations of these properties, while the lower elevations were used for the other products
listed here.

Before Emancipation, some of these coffee properties included Chelsea Plantation, oyvned b
Matthew Montague from 1808 to 1831 and by Elizabeth Montague from 1829 to 1834 and
which seems to have focussed on coffee product@orby CastlelBntation covered about 328
acres and also emphasisedffee production. Corby Castle was owned by William Ebdell
between 1809 and 1811, then by Henry Cerf until 1826. From 1826aitetilEmancipation,
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the plantation was owned by Judah and Hyman Cohen, a Jewish family in St Elizalgeth.
other coffee planations, Potsdam and Berlin, also shared the same owners, Henry Cerf from
1810 to 1823 and Hyman and Judah Colfiemm 1825 to 1839. Potsdam was fairly large at
1,710 acres while Berlin covered 1,412 actether coffee properties included Hermitage
(highlighted shortly) and the 3,008cre Harmony Hall, owned at first by James Robertson and
then by members of the Watson family from 1817 to 1839. HarmonygtaN coffee, pimento
and ginger.

HighlightingTwo St Elizabeth Coffee Plantatiortdermitage and Malern
Hermitage Coffee Plantation

In 1807, Hermitage was a 3@&re coffee plantation located in southern St Elizabeth, about
two miles south of Malverrndermitagewas situated at 2,250 feet above sea level on a small
plateau (a flat area of land that isghi above sea levellRoadways leading from Mountainside,
Malvern and Bellevue all met at the Hermitage Plantation and this allowed the owners of
Hermitage tomake additional income blyiring out carts tmmeighbouring settlementto
transport goodsFrom1804 Hermitage was owned by James Mayadd the property
remained with the family right up to Emancipation.

Of the 300 acres, ninety nine acres were devoted to nine coffee piete#le the rest was used

for guinea gras§fifteen acres)common pasturdfive acres)slave groundsywood and waste

land (179 acres)he property depended on the labour of seventy slaves in 1810 and had about
sixty seven enslaved persons in 18821806, Hermitage was doing very we#|ling twenty

two bushels of corn andxporting 54,702 pounds of coffee. The following year, 36,192 pounds
of cocoa were sold and 47,000 pounds of coffee expottimivever by the time of

Emancipation, themount of coffee produced by Hertage had drastically declined to less

than 20,000 pouns.

Malvern Coffee Plantation

Also in southern St Elizabeth, Malvédoffee Plantation was located about two miles to the

north of Hermitageln 1832, Malvern was owned by James Miller and was a fairly large coffee
property, judging from the fact that thereere 225 enslaved persons living on Malvern in that

year.The buildingon M f GSNY Ay Of dzZRSR GKS 24y SNBsavelag dza S |
the coffee storehousggd KA OK ¢l & t 20F SR ySEG (2 GKS 23SNAES
house were the gardens and the kitchen, fowl house and outhqugaish were all grouped

together. Stables, workshops, pens and the hospital vedireituated behind the barbecugs

which were large drying areas where the coffee beans were spread out and turned regularly
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during the daytime by the slaves. All of these structures were located far enough from the
26y SNRNaE K2dzaSed ¢KS Syafl gSR LISNE2Yya KIFIR GKSAN

The dag of Malvern Coffee Plantation may be oMaut the name oMalvernlives on in the

community of that name in the Santa Cruz MountaiMslvern has become very important in

the educational landscape of StAabeth, being the general location dmeof thS LJ- NRA & K Q &
leading educational institutions, Bethlehevoravian Collegeand Hampton High School.

Coffee after Emancipation

After Emancipation, increased costs of labour and other economic challenges led to a thecline
the productionof coffeg as wel asprofits, on many ofthesepropertiesand led to the breaking

up and sale of coffee lands to-slaves who undertook smedktale coffee production after

1838.In fact, B.W. Higman points out that the pedavery decrease in the number of large
coffee properties occurred very quickBspecially in the parishes of St Elizabeth, Manchester,
St Ann and St Thomas.

Examples of decline includédth Potsdam and Cby Castlewhichwere unproductive in the
1840s. In 1832, Potsdam had produced 326 tierces of cditeaeby 1846, production had fallen

to only twenty tierces. Similarly, Corby Castle experienced a decline in production levels in the
postslavery periodmoving from 105 tierces in 1832 to only eight tierces in 18461847,

Berlin Plantation was up for saleotsdam later became important in the educational history of
St Elizabeth as this former coffee plantation was to become the future home of Muniteg€o

for boys.

The emphasis on coffee production on these large coffee properties before Emancipation was
very important to the emergence of the small farming communities in St Elizabeth after 1838 in
two respects. Decline and sale of most of these large coffee progatter Emancipation

allowed the exslaves of the parish to purchase land (usually under ten acres) on which they
were able to establish themselveas a productive small farming group. Purchase of coffee lands
also influenced the decision by small farm@r®ngage in the cultivation of coffeand

therefore, in the postslavery period in St Elizabeth, coffee made the transition from being a
plantation crop to becoming a peasant crdp.
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The Growth and Significance of Parish Towns in St Elizabeth upn@nEipation
TheEarly History of thelTown of Black River

The smallEnglistsettlementthat would become the town oBlack Rivewas established near
the mouth(point where the river flows into the seaj the river bearing the same namie.

fact, the English eventually named the tovBlack Riveafter the Black Rrer on whose banks,
the little settlement grew upAs seen in the earlier section on the Spaniards in St Elizaheth,
river was at first name&io Caoban@Vahogany River) by the Spaniartst this name has
long since given way to the English naBkck RiverAlthough its waters are cleathe river
was called thaBlack Rrerby the Englistbecause ofhe dark appearance dhe riverbed
resulting from theaccumulation of decayed plamaterial from the mahogany trees that once
lined the banks of the rivetnterestingly, the town oBlack Riveoccupied a part of the large
area that had once been home to ti#ato Caobanathe great Spanish cattle ranch and the site
of the fierce Battleof Caobanaetween the English and the Spanish resistance fightdegen
1655.

When was the Town of Black River Established?

There is some uncertainty about when the town was first established the exact year in

which the English began their settlemt there remains unknowrHowever, when the English

took control of the island and began to settle the parish of St Elizaett67Q we know that

they established farms and estates on the fertile lands beside the Black River in what is known
as the Black River Basin. In particular, they settled along the banks of the river all the way down
to the harbour. Properties such as Hodges Reawer Works Pen and Top Hill (all discussed
earlier) were examples of these settlements. It was logical that these early settlers would wish
to establish a town at the mouth dhe river down which their goods were transported to the
harbour. Thereforeit is possible that the small town of Black River may have started its days
very shortly after 1670.

In studying the history of the parishes, we rely on early maps of Jamaica, along with other
sourcessuch as lawpassed for the islando get anidea ofwhen towns and settlements first
came into existenceAs seen in an earlier section, the parish of St Elizabeth was in existence by
1670 and the governor of Jamaica at that time, Sir Thomas Modyfad ordered the drawing

of a map of the island showirige different parishes in 167&ome of the uncertainty about

the startup date of Black River arises from the fact that none of the maps of Jamaica in the
seventeenth centuryeature the town of Black RiveFhe 167(Map of Jamaicarawn up on
Governor M R & T 2 NR Q & shbwsdhé éxisrOdiparghési(called precincts at first) in 1670,
including St Elizabeth. This map shows the river named Black Riveo town of Black River
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and the harbour is not named Black River Harbour. Similarly, John Qgilbym T Antigle ™
English Map of the Island of Jamaishows the parish of St Elizabeth and the Black River, but
no town.

In 1684, Charles Bochart and Humphrey Knollis produced a map &aNed and Exact Mapp

[sic]of the Island of Jamaicd his magshowsthe Black Riveras well as a fort locatedear the

coast. Although Bochartand Knotliza SR 1 KS g2 NRa daddkhdaNiamioé Iy R @iz
identify thesestructuresin other parishes, these are not used in St Elizabeth. Properties such as

sugar esates are also identifiech y W2 Ky { Rdp bfSaidicsthavsymbols for

churches and townsvhich he usedn other parishesare not present in St Elizabeth. The name

. f | @éswnttanon the map beside the river by that name and this waseiepkng with

how Sellers identified rivers in other parishés. f O] w®§é A & syiigtakenlyl & &2 YS
conclude a reference tahe town of Black River.

The earliest map which shows the towrtig G { @ . NRAINES Dad of Mampigavhich

was basean surveys of the island done between 1730 and 1749. This shows a small town on

the left or west bank of the Black Riveear to the mouth of the river (which is the present

location of the town of Black Rivet N2R 6y SQa YI LJ g1 & | fhartburi KS FANA
(Black River Bay) after the riv&éince the surveys were done between 1730 and 1749, we may
conclude that the town of Black River must have existed at that pdhmimas Craskell and

WF YSa { A Y INapofte &ountyrof @ornwall in theldnd of Jamaicahowedthe town

of Black Rivefthough not named on the ma@s a small settlement on the west bank of the

Black River, near to the mouth of the river. According to this rogd,763the harbour was
namedGravesend Harbounot Black RiveHarbour.By contrast, this 1763 map showed

Lacovia as a much larger town than Black Rasedl this was in keeping with the fact that

Lacovia was the capital of Sizabeth until 1773 (discussed shortlgy 1804 when James

Robertson produced his landm&aMap of the County of Cornwall in the Island of Jamadiua,

town of Black River was shown as a larger community than the towacolvia and by 1804

Black Rivek f 82 KI R | OKdzNOK |y R | 0l NMap@3omaned NJ K 2 dz
the hartour, Black River Harbout*

The Early Yearsf BlackRiver: Naming the Town

In the earlier history of the town, the name given to this small settlement@@vesen@dndas
seen2y [/ NI} ai St t | iapoffthe CdukitydfCarawalMmatave know as Black
River Harbour today, was up to the late eighteenth century, knowBrasesend HarboutThe
nameGravesenavas likely given to the town because of the unhealthy conditionsentted
by the nearby morass thancouraged the breeding of mosquitoes which sprgallow fever
and sometimesnalarig and these diseasesent many of the soldiers stationed in the nearby
barracks and the settlers in surrounding areas to early grdmels/64, the Sixtpixth Regiment
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lost 102 men from fevers and dysentemhe town isalsoreferred to asGravesendn an early

law in force in 1750 (Law 23, Geo.11, V1, 1) by which the justices and the vestry (early form of
parish council) were authorized to establish and maintain a fegryice over the Black River at
Gravesend

By Ferry and By Bridge: Crossing the Black River

In the early history of the town, most of the houses were located on the west or left bank of the

Black Riveo dzli &2YS 2F (GKS AyKI @lsoiiveydnhe éadtoriighth & G a Yl
bank of the river. In those days there was no bridge to link the settlements on both sides of the

river, hence the need for a ferry servidéhe ferry service was to be fre@d thereforeno

charges were placed on personsavheeded to cross from one side to the other. Goods being
transported on the ferry boat did not attract a charge eithdowever the law authorized

members of the vestry to impose and collect a parish tax that was used for the upkeep of the

ferry. Law 23also made it a fieny to damagehe ferry boat or to remove itUp to 1777when

Edward Long wrote about St Elizabeth, the ferry service was still the only way to cross the Black
River as plans tbuild a wooden bridgdad not yet been achieved.

By 1777use of the ferry service was no longer free as persons wishing to cross from one side of

the village to the other had to pay a charge of seven and a half pence eachiovegrds the

end of the eighteenth century, @wooden bridge, approximately one hundréekt long and

costing abou2,5004 1 & Ay LJ I OS | ONR&aa 0KS .Mapodthe wAi @S NI
County of Cornwa#ihows this bridgaear the mouth of the Black River, allowing easy travel for

the townspeople from the west bank to the east basfkhe river.The 1804 map also shows

that the town had fewer buildings on the east bamkth most of the buildings located on the

west side of the river.

Explanations for the Early Growth of the Small Village of Black River

There were two factors thatelped in the early growth of the small town of Black River. One
was its location near the mouth of the main river in the parish, the Black Rikersecond
factor was the tremendous demand for the trade goods produced iniZtleth,all of which
had tobe channelled through this small settlement to the waiting vessels in Black River
Harbour.lts location, therefore, allowed the small village of Gravesend to grow into the
bustling town of Black River over time as it reaped the benefits of its locatiolose to the
only harbour used by the parish, the Black River Harbour.

As seen earlier, from 1676ettlements had gradually spread throughout the parehd many
of these produced goods that had to be exported to Britédroducts includedugar, rum,
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molasses, logwood, mahagy, pimento, cotton, coffee and cattle skin or hides from the

livestock pens of the parisiSeveral other rivers and streams across the paiistizOK | & | SOG 2
or OneEye River and th€SRiver flowed into the Black Riverfoee it emptied into theBlack

River HarbourSettlers transported their goods by river boatghichtook these items down the

Black Riverending at the harbour. Similarly, when ships arrived from Britain with goods that

the settlers neededthese items were @nsported up the Black River to various destinations.

This famous river was therefore critically important to the economic life of the entire parish of

St Elizabeth.

Black River from the Port, Looking Upstre@aurtesy of the National Library of Jamaica

The fact that the town of Black\Rr was located near tthe mouth of the Black River, very

close to the harboummeant that a wharf had to be built there to serve as the place from which

exports fromthe entire parishwould depart. At firstthis wharf was known simply as thEown

Wharf, but in the later nineteenth century historgf Black Riverthis became thé&arquharson

Wharf,y  YSR FT2NJ 6KS CI NJjdzKINBR2Y YSNOKIyidia oK2 0S5
period.. f | O Towkh @BaNdad alsobe the one gatewayhich receivednanufactured

goodsfrom Britain and enslaved Africaris.fact, the town of Black River also became

economically important for the rest of the parish as all shipments of slaves destined for St

Elizabeth were brought to &k River, where they were auctioneddwners of plantations and
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livestock propertiesSoon, the Town Warf became the alimportant centre for the trade of

the parish and more and more persons came into theea, to do business or to settler both
This created a need for more houses and streesusuch as a church and batterjes well as
barracksor defending the trade of Black River HarboDrertime, therefore, this small
settlementgrewand develogd into the bustling townof Black Rivemwhich thrived on the
vibrant import and export trade of St ElizabeBy 1790, the Black River Fort had been built in
the town and was commanded by a captain and a lieutenant.

SomeStructures in the Towrof Black Riveup to 1800

Before 1773 when it replaced Lacovia as the capital of St ElizaBleitk Rivehad very few

buildings besides a few housdke Church of St John the Evangelise Town Wharf, two

batteries (places where cannon were mounted) and a barracks for the awodation of

soldiersLy ¥l O0Gx Fta t+FGS +ta mtcoX .fF0O1 WAGSN gl &
much smaller settlemenwith far fewer houseshan LacoviaThis was so because although

Black River was becoming increasingly important as the loagbhd import and export of goods

from the harbour, the town was not seen as important in the administration of parish affairs.

Court sessions and meetings of the St Elizabeth Parish Vestry took place in the lcagoh,

not in Black River.

Neverthekss, it was important to guard the trade leaving and coming into the Black River
Harbour and to secure the town and the harbour from illegal traders and pirdtes.was done
by establishing two batteries in the town. One of these was located on a gkghtear the sea
and overlooking Black River Harbour. This battery consisted of five big guns or cannon, each
weighing between six and nine pounds. In the event of a threat to the trade of Black River,
soldiers from the nearby &racks would arrive to firthe cannon in defence of the tradéhe

town of Black River also had its owarBacks, located about a quarter of a mile from the
harbour. This was a simple wooden structure, with plastered wafid it was big enough to
house thirty soldiers. In 174%e House of Assembly reported that the barracks had been
damaged by a recent storm and ordered that repairs be done to the building.

The Anglican Church of St John the Evangelist

As towns grew and developed, it was expected that at least onecbhwouldbe built in the

town. This was not the case in the early history of Black River. In 1675, Governor Thomas

Modyford complained that in the entire parish of St Elizabeth, there was not one church, in

spite of the fact that settlement was taking place in fherish.We know that before a church

gl a odzZAf 0 a2YS aSiddtf SNE Il G.KISINGBIR WwADSNIDK BAINKE
was the Anglican Church of St John the Evangelist. This later became the parish church for all of

St Elizabeth.
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There issome uncertainty about when the original church was bilitteJamaica National
Heritage Trusgives two dates, the first, suggestititat the original structure may have been
built in 1700. Since the earliest Anglican parish registers for St Elizabegtbdek to 1708, the
church may very well have been built in 17801723 Report to the Governor on the religious
state of the parishesefers to the Church of St John the Evangelist in Black River and proves
that the parish church existed froméhearly eghteenthcentury.The second date given by the
JNHTis 1774 but other evidence also indicates thdtd original church was in existence long
before 17749 Rg I NR [ 2y 3 RS&AONAOSR (GKAA& OKdzZNOK Ay KAA
edifice of brick, late @ NJ 6 dzA fbdpk was quillish€$h 1K7&eimay assume thdtong
would have been researching and writing it a few years before 1777. His description of the
OK dzNX K U Sif egthéidobedaighests that the dginal church was therbefore 1774

and that it had been damaged and therefore had to be rebuilt.
B - R AR s
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The Parish Church of St John the Evang8lidtlizabeth Parish Churoithe Twentieth Century
Courtesy of the National Library of Jamaica

[ 2y 3 RSAONAROGSAa (KS OKdIzNOK Fa o0SAy3 | aanm | | dz
w2 0 S NI a 2Waoa thenCpumty of Cornwathows the church quite close to the town

buildings.In 1837, the church was again rebuilt although the remairtd® orighal church may

still be seen on the site of the improved church at the corner of High and North Stéeets.

imposing yellow brick structure with limestone trinlngParishChurch of St John the Evangelist

remains a landmark on the Black Riardscape.
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Streets and Houses in Early Black Riuprto 1800

Most of the streets which at present make up the historic district of Black River were laid out
and named during the course of the nineteenth centuggpecially in the second part of the
centuy. This is discussed in a later section of this history. In the early years of thedianivig

the eighteenth century, the streets that existed were really dirt roads and path ways. There
were two types of roads in Jamaican parishes at this tame they were known as carriage
roads and bridle roads. Carriage roads, as the name suggests, were wide enough for horse
drawn carriages to travellong and in the eighteenth centuryntowns such as Black River,
these carriage roads woulthve been considered main roads. Bridle roads and paths were
narrower than carriage roads and were just wide enough for a horse and its rider and for
LISNE2Yya 2y F2200 Mapdi$he CourdycoSaedvia@htiDshows St n n
Elizabeth, sets ouhe location of these carriage roads and bridle roads in and around the town
of Black Rer and the rest of the parish.

I & w20 SNI a2 yhe iaincdrriafie fo&dpgtke naistreet in Black Rivean from

west to east along the coastline of thewta. This carriage road was the most important street

in eighteenth century Black River and was narhiégh StreetHigh Street ended at the mouth

of the Black Rivewhere a wooden bridge fthbeen built across the river towards tlead of

the eighteenth cetury. The 1804 map shows a tavdotated on the western end of High

Street close to the house ttie Hon. George Crawford Ricketts, Member of the Council and
Attorney-General of Jamaicain 1802KA & gl & .t O] wAOGSNRAMISI AY Gl
Mcd SIyQa ¢ gSMy182040 . f 1 O1 wADSNI

Also located on High Street were the Barracks, spoken about easligro S NIi & 8hpwsa Y I LJ
the parish church of St John the Evangelist as located on the corner of High Street, where it
intersected with another carriage road going north. This Wasth Street The 1804 maplso

shows a carriage roaghichbegan at the bridge anchn eastwads along the coasfThisroad

was namedCrane Roadt is quite possible that Crane Road was so hamed because in the
eighteenth century, the owners of Holland Estate &ffd Estate had shippig places called
Qraneslocated on theedge of theharbour alang this section of the carriage road. These

shipping places were named ti#olland Crangand theY.S Crane from where theowners
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shipped theirsugar, rum and other products
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A Twentieth Century View of High Street by the Waterfront, Black Rovetesy of the National
Library of Jamaica

Writing in 1790, William Beckford estimated that there were about fifty houses in the town of
Black Riverand most of these were located along the High Stree2 6 SNIi a2y Qa wmynn Y
shows a few buildings #lhe start ofCrane Roadclose to the bridge. These most likely included
the Cranes or shipping places discussed abloMate eighteenthcentury Black Rivethe

houses were all made of wood and were nothing like the grand, imposing structures that
becane typical of High Street in the late nineteenth century when wealth from the logwood
trade brought splendour and luxury to the town of Black River. These earlier houses were
simple wooden dwellingsalthough those owned by merchants and shopkeepers ughald

two storeys. Shops or storegere located downstairs while the upstairs formed the dwelling

for the families. The roofs of the early Black River homes were covered with cedar or broad leaf
shingleswhich gave protection from the sun and heavy rain.

The Zong Monument in Black River: Let us Never Forget

As noted before, Black River was for many years the entry port for many thousands of enslaved
Africans brought to the parish to provide the forced labour for all of the economic activities

carried out n St Elizabethin 1781 the slave ship, th&@ong left West Africa with about 440

captured Africans on boardlthough a ship the size of the Zong could only safely carry about

Mo afl @dSas GKS AKALIQa OFLIFAY #edipJFoadstd 2SR
make more profit from the sale of the captivdlsK S & KA LJQa RSadGAyl GA2Yy ¢ a
the intention was to conduct an auctiaf these captives at the Town Wha@n the voyage

across the Atlantic, disease and starvation causedrsg¢Wfricans to become sick and some

died.
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Legally, the owners of the ship could be compensated for loss of cargo (as slaves were
classifiedpy the insurance company in Liverpool, England. However, the compensation would
not be paid if the insurers cadiprove that the ship was overloaded. Therefore, in addition to
throwing the bodies of dead slaves overboard (a customary practice by captains of slave ships)
the captain of the Zong ordered that at least 130 Africans be thrown alive into the waters of th
Atlantic in order to lighten the load and also to facilitate the claim to the insurers for
compensation for loss of cargo. This was an act of deliberate and cruel nramdedthough no

one was punished by the English law courts,Zlbag Massacres the event became known,
strengthened the campaign by British abolitionists like Granville Sharp to speedily bring an end
to the slave trade.

When the Zong docked in Black River Harbour on December 22, 1781, there were less than 200
Africans on board. The ZgmMonument in Black River stands as a constant memorial to those

whose lives were cruelly snuffed out in this way. On 22 December, 2019, under the auspices of

the Ministry of CultureGender, Entertainment and Spoit collaboration with the National

Courtil on Reparationa wreathlaying ceremony was held at the Zong Monument to honour
0K2aS ¢K2 t2ai GKSANI EAGSad 9FNIASNE | YSY2NR
Street in Black River. The Zong Monument is a constant reminder of tie prace which so

many had to pay to ensure economic prosperity of the parish right up to Emancip&tion.

The Town of Lacovia: The First Capital of St Elizabeth until 1773
Location of Lacovia: Advantages

Located at a distance of about seven miles from the town of Black River, the town of Lacovia
grew up around the same time as Black River, from most indications, in the decade after the
creation of the parishlt was almost inevitable thdtacovia would bestablished where it was.
The site where the town greand prosperedvas populated all around by settlements

including sugar estates and other propertiaadLacovia was at the intersection of all of these

It was situated between the Y.S. and the BlaiokeiRand this was the ideal spot for thewn of
Lacovia as it was in a central posittorbenefit from the river traffic that flowed up and down
these two rivers.

At a time when the surrounding properties sent their sugar, rum, molasses, mahogany,

logwood, pimento and other productdown to the Black River Harbohy river boats known as

lighters,the town served as a convenient rasthipment point and sometimes as a place for

storage until the river boats arriveth the course of the eighteenth centyriacovia became

well established as an inland port for shipping sugar and other commodities down the river to

the town of Black Rivef.  O2 @A Qa f 20F A2y 41 & ARSIt Fa 6St
through the town and connected it to places swuaLacovia and Holland Sugar Estates to the



71

west and other properties to the easthe main carriage road also ran right down to the

Lacovia Bridge over the Black River, connecting Lacovia to the livestock pens of the Pedro Plains
and southern St Elizabeth O 2 @ A-pla@eil logatoh tielped to explain its prosperity in the
eighteenth century and above all allowed it to surpass Black River for about fifty years in the
eighteenth century as the administrative capital of St Elizabeth until 1773.

s . . R | ALY & vy ’ S -~ - —

Lacovia Overlooking th&lackRiverfrom the LacoviaBridgeCourtesyof the National Library of
Jamaica

How Lacovia Got Its Name

Edward Long suggested that the nairecoviamay have come frorthe Spanish wordd,a

agua viawhich meant the watery way dago-via, the way by the lakeHe further explained

that water from the nearby morass often overflowed the fairly #ying land where Lacovia

was situatedlt seems more likely that the namadovia camdrom the Spanish wordla caoba

(also the Taino wordwhichmeans mahoganyas the area where the town grew up had an

abundance of mahogany forestnd the shipping of mahogany wood down the Black River was
important to the town during its infancy and throughout the eighteenth century. To this day,
someresidents2 ¥ [ | O2 @Al aidAftf FT2yRfeé& NETEHEKNIOR AXNXSIKA N
simplified version of the Spanish name Caolids customary name for Lacovia seems to have

been quite popular from earlier times as seen in the descriptions of life in Laod\8d.2 given

by the late Una Marson, Jamaican feminist, writer and-tskaking daughter of St Elizabeth (see

later section on her)Sevenyear old Una, on a visit to Lacovia in 1912, was captivated by the

women selling cashew nuts, who when asked whete&h ¢ SNBE FNRYX I+t gl &a at
0S &ada2NB¢ o
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Lacovia up to Emancipation
St Thomas Anglican Church and the Quaker Meeting House

Because of its central location almost in the middle of the parish and because there were so
many nearby settlements, thetwn of Lacovia grew steadily in infrastructure and importance

over the course of the eighteenth centur&s was the case with Black River, the Anglicans built

a church in Lacovia from the very early eighteenth century. This was St Thomas Anglican Church
which was mentioned in official reports to the governor from as early as 1723. Both the parish
Church of St John the Evangelist and St Thomas Anglican Church had to share one whoister
was John Kelly. Reverend Kelly conducted services every other Snhdapvia as he also had

to lead the services in Black River on the alternate Sundagand this same timethe

Quakers also had a Meeting House in Lacovia,fass of the property ownersuch as the

Gales and the Dicksonsere Quakers.

Lacovia, theCapital until 1773

/I N} a1Stt YR {AYLA2YQa YI LI 2F mTco akKz2ga [ O2
at that time, and this was not surprising as Lacovia was growing in importance as the

administrative centre and capital of St Elizabéthy S SELJ I yI GA2y F2NJ G§KS G
was its central locatiorwhich made it easier for persons to travel to Lacovia than to Black

River. In the eighteenth century, the Lacovia Court House was the venue for the regular

meetings of the St Elizabeth 8tey (like a parish councihs well as foholding court sessions of

the QuarterSessions and Petty Courts. Elections for the parish vestry were also held here.
5dzZNAy 3 GKS O2dzNBS 2F GKS OSyiddz2NEZ [ O2¥hA | Q& A
KFIR Gg2 a3I22R GF FSNYyaé F2N GKS 1 OO0O2YY2RIFEGA2Y
conduct business or to attend couBy then, crossing the Black River, from one side of Lacovia

to the other, had been made possible by the construction of the woodesolza Bridge.

As the town of Black River grew and developed over the course of the eighteenth century, it
gradually surpassed Lacovia in terms of its econ@métstrategigmportance. By 1773

therefore, the decision was made to transfer the meetings of the St Elizabeth Vestry to Black
River which then became the capital of St Elizabeflourt sessions, originally held at Lacovia,
were transferred to Black River by an Act datet@nber6, 178. Thereafter, Lacovia, though
not insignificant, remained in the shadowBlack River

Lacovia: People and Places

Lacovia was once home to a considerable number of Jews who were descended from families
whichhad been in Jamaica from the days of Spanig. There was a Jewish population
present in Black River as wdly the eighteenth century, some of these Jews had altered their
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names.Some Jewish settlers who had connections in both Black River and Lacovia were granted
landsin the parishstarting with the reign of King Charles 11. Some of these included George
Elkins, who was granted 600 acres in 1669, Moses Cardosa (500ia&5), Joseph daCosta
Alveranga (500 acres) 1674, Abraham Keeling (540 acras)675,Alexander (300 acres)

1763 and_evy Isaacs300 acres)n 1765.

A Jewish cemetery was established in the town of Lacaw this pointed to their importance

in the history of the town. There are large numbers ofid@d tombstones in the Lacovia

Cemetery6o £ 42 1y 26y InpandnafyjoRhése hareoaly Medrew writings
engraved on the tombstore Nevertheless, some of the Lacovia tombstones which have

English inscriptions include those@&Bemaventurada, Rachelho died in 1749. She was the
mother of Abraham Lindo. Othglinclude Isaac Frois senior, who died in 1751 at the age of
seventy four, Benjamin Henriques Lopez, who died in 1752, Ehan Furtado, who died in 1755 at
the age of thirty six years and a boy of thirteen years, Isaac Stevenson, who died in 1791.
Joseph deatob Nunes Lara and Abraham Tavares senior, wdtbid 1803 akightyfour years

are also buried thereThere was also a small Quaker cemetery in Lacovia.

Lacovia Tombstone

While travelling the road from Black River to Balacl#évere is a landmark which many
associate with the eightnth century history of Lacovidhis ladmark which seems to have
survivedthe test of time andoad improvementconsists of two large tombstones, standing six
feet apart from each other. One dfi¢ tombstones is built of cut stone and has no inscription.
The second is brick structure whicthas engravings on a large marble slals here in this
second tomkthat a young man, fifteen year old Thomas Jordan Spem@s buried in 1738.
While theidentity of the other person is unknown, the most common explanation of the
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circumstances of the deaths seems to have a connection with Lacovia.
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The Tombs at Lacovizourtesy of the National Library of Jamaica
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It is believed that Spencer and another mamgued while atone dfr O2 A | Qa G g2 G

that this disagreement led to a duel between the tvo those days, disagreements between

men of high social standing were usually settled by one of the two being challenged to a duel.
This was a gunfight iwhich the aim was to kill the opponent by firing a deadly shot first. In this
case, it is believed that both men died from their wounds and were bugi@el by sidehere.
Although the evidence to support the claim is somewhat shaky, some argue thate3ess

well connected socially, his father being a member of the Althorp family and his mother being a
member of the Quaker family of Jordans. In any event,dbigble burial, whatever the
circumstances may have been, has permanently influenced the méthe location which

remains known akacovia Tombston®©n25 December,2008, the Jamaica National Heritage
Trust declaredacovia Tombstone a National Monumettt.

z
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St Elizabeth in the Pos$lavery Period to the end of the Nineteenth Century

Changes iandownership Settlement Patterns and Economic Activitie&n Overview
Landownership: What Changed and What Remained the Same:

The ending of legal slavery ost August 1834 and the coming of full freedom four years later

on 1st August 1838 miked the beginning of dramatic changedand ownership, settlement
patterns and economic activitieeross the parish of St Elizabeth and the rest of the island.
Before Emancipation, the only black owners of land in the parish were the Maroons who owned
in common, the lands granted to them Atcompongas part of the treaty settlement. From the
creation of St Elizabeth until Emancipettj landownership had beeihe privilege of whites,
andeventually, a small group dews andree coloureds. fierefore, thefirst major change

which occurredvas inland ownershipafter Emancipation.This landmark changeas the riseof

a group of black landwners for the mostpart small farmers or peasants St ElizabethAt

the same time, because of continuing economic problems after 1838, there was also a decrease
in the numbers of white landowners in St Elizaheth some estate owners were forced to sell

or abandon their propertiesand several chose to go elsewhelevertheless, in the period

after Emancipation, some aspects of lamgnership remained unchanged. Surviving sugar
estates as well as the many livexck pensremained in the hands of white landowners.

Settlement Patterns: What Changed and What Remained the Same:

As seen earlier, while slavery existséttlement patterns had been influencéargely by
economic factors, with settlements being estabés in different parts of St Elizabeth
according to geographical conditions attibice ofeconomic activityForexample, sugar
properties occupied the fertile lands in and around the Black River Jraswing northwards
from the middle of the parish, wha the grassy plains of the south encouraged the extensive
spread of livestock pen# the postslavery period, although there was a reduction in the
number of sugar estates in operation in the parish, settlement patterns continued to be
influenced by chiwe of economic activityand surviving sugar properties were still found in the
lands around the Black River and ti& River.Owners of livestock properties continued to
locate their pens on the grassy plains and savannahs of the dbntfavement, aong as it
lasted, had decided where slaves lived.

Emancipation, by freeing the slavéglped to bring about theecond major changevhich was

in settlement patternsThe formerly enslaved now had tireedom to choose where they

wished to live andettle down with their families. 2 § SOSNE G KS FNBSR LIS2 L) S
choose where they wished to settle down would be inflaed by the availability of land and
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other opportunities such as coastal fishimg this respect, the continued decline of sugad
coffee properties in St Elizabeth after Emancipation also influenced the settlement patterns of
the freed peoplebecause lands from several of these properties were put up for sale and
quickly purchased by the former slaves or persons acting on ltledialf. Some of the freed

people who could not acquire lands moved towards coastal areas where they tried to make a
living by fishing, perhaps combined with other activities. This is discussed more fully in the
section which deals with the fishing commtes along Treasure Beach in the twentieth
century.Very importantly as seen shortlt Elizabeth became one of only a few parishes that
saw amigration of freed people into the parifom other parts of dmaica to seek land and to
settle down.As will ke seen, there were also attempts to establish white settlements in St
Elizabeth.

Economic Activities: What Changed and What Remained the Same:

Despite the challenges faced by sugar estate ownectuding indebtedness, lack of capital and
stiff competition from cheaper producers of sugar in places like Cuba and Boszd, sugar
estates persevered throughout the nineteentkentury even into the twentieth (dealt with
further). Yet many more owners were forced to abandon sugar productiod some of these
converted their properties into a mix of livestock rearing and agricultural production. Others
sold their estates and left the island. Lasgeale coffee production on large coffee plantations
all but disappeared in postlavery St Elixeeth. Instead, smakcale coffee production was

taken over by the smallfarmers Yy R a2 O2FFSS Ay {G 9tAT I 6S3GK 085
instead of a plantation crop. Livestock pens continued to prosper in the post slavery @aribd
this was largely écauseheir owners increasingly diversified the items produced alongside
livestock.Changes occurred too in the number of propertbichshifted from sugar and rum
production to an emphasis on livestock reariagd this was increasingly evident as the
nineteenth century went on.

Pimento, corn, cotton and above all, logwqgd&came more and more important as money
earners along with livestockogwood exports had been an important economic activity long
before Emancipation, butsathe nineteenth centyr progressediogwood became the most
important product of many of these propertieat times overshadowing the raising ofttta

and the breeding of horses as earners of income in St Elizable¢hproduction of peasant

crops especiallyground provisiondut also coffee, ginger, pimento and corn by the new
smallholding clasdecame economically important to St Elizabeth in the gdavery period.

Very importantly, there was also a tremendous diversification in occupations which developed
in the postslavery period especially in the villages and towns in response to different needs
which arose with a free society.
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Explaining the Rise of the St Elizabeth Small Farmers:
Opportunities to Earn Money even before Full Freedom in 1838

When slavery was abolish@ah 1st August 1834, all former slaves who were six years and older
on that date, were made to serve a period known as the Apprenticeship. During this time, they
were stillin many ways under the control of their former owners, being bound to work without
wages for three quarters of the work weednd they remained tied to the property on which

they had been enslaved. However, for the rest of the week, their time was theiy avehif

they chose to work, they had to be paid. This ability to earn wagesglthien Apprenticeship

was to become very important in helping to bring abthe dramatic changes in landownership
and settlement patternswhich took place ithe parish of St Elizabethnd the rest of the

island once full freedom was declared ostlAugust, 1838.

However, even before the abolition of slavery, the enslaved had been allowed to sell the
produce that they had grown on the provision grounds at the regular Sunday markets. Some
slaves had been steadily saving this money all along. The impertdrearning money during
the Apprenticeship period was shown the comments of the speciahagistrate for St

Elizabeth, dhn Daughtrey, who reported thatin 1836, two years after the start of the
Apprenticeship, some apprenticegere already able to pehase small lots of land which they
planned to farm at the end of their period of apprenticeship.

¢KS CNBSR tS2L) SQa wS 02 3 \Ownriershipyo the RAchidvintent bfY LJ2 NI |
Real Freedom

Perhaps the most important explanation for threpressive rise of the small farmers in St
Hizabeth and elsewhere was tlecognition on their part othe significance of landwnership

to the true meaning of freedonml.and would help them to achieve some amount of
independence from reliance on wagesiin the estate or livestock pens and would allow them

to better provide for the material needs of their families. It would also strengthen their

freedom of choicewhether to work outside of their farm$ecause land would provide them

with an incomelf they decided that they needed additional income, land of their own also
strengthened their freedom of choice over where to work and under what terms and conditions
they would do so.

Landownership also meant that they could have a house of their own,fiiea threats of
ejection and the demands which plantemdlords might make on them. This would ensure
security of tenure for them and their familieAs they adapted to a free society, the formerly
enslaved also came to understand that owning land colitthethem to vote for persons to
represent their interests (if they satisfied the land requirement for votiegher in vestry
elections or in elections of parish representatives to the House of Asseimlalij.these ways,
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land ownership was like a badgf freedom, providing them with opportunities to live as really
free people.

PostSlaverySale of Lands from Former Sugar and Coffee Properties in St Elizabeth

The availability of land for sale to the-sbaves in St Elizabeth was directly connectechto t
decline being experienced by large coffee producers and several sugar estates in the parish,
even before full Emancipation in 1838 history of indebtedness, falling prices on the
international market and competition from producers of cheaper and beqigality sugaras

well as coffegtook their toll on the ability of many of these properties to stay afloat. Some
owners of sugar estates were willing to sell marginal land to thsl@xes in the hope of making
sufficient money to make improvements onetir estates. At first, most sugar planters resisted
the idea of selling land to former slaves as they believed that this would discourage potential
workers from giving labour to the estates. Hgessed owners of coffee plantations were less
resistant toselling land to the freed peopland it was from the breaking up of these coffee
properties that mossmall farmers in St Elizabeth were able to obtain |&B&keral properties
were abandoned altogether and put up for sale by agentssl&xes acquiredahd in this way as
well.

From 1832 until about 184%ix sugar estateim St Elizabethvith a total of 18,010 acres were
abandonedwhile in the same peridfourteen coffee propertiesn the parishwith a total of

9,464 acreswere also abandoned’herewere also changes in lamivnership patterns among

the owners of small and medium sized coffee estates or propenves hadengaged in mixed
cultivationbefore 1838 In St Elizabeth, there was a marked decline in these medium properties
between fifty andwo hundred and fifty acres in size. The freed people benefitted from the sale
of these.From the Apprenticeship period onwards, land was being sold for as muzZh@a£5

an acreand by 1839, newspapers carriadot of advertisements about land beioffered for
alrtsS G2 adKS f{ Byar diNdleyb3he 1830s dhis YaitdiEof sdle to the ex
slaves had become well established. Often, entire estates were bpughally by missionaries,
especially the Moravianand then subdivided and sotd the freed people.

From Slaves to Small Farmers: The Amazing Transformation in Qamership among the
Freed People of St Elizabeth

Although the rise of the small farming class of peasants after Emancipation took place in
varyingdegrees right acrosshaicathere were six parishes clustered in theddle of the

islandwhich experiencedhe greaest growth in small settlementglefined as those under fifty

acres but more likely to be less than ten acr@$le six parishes of St Elizabeth, Manchester, St

Ann, St Mary, Clarendon and St Thomas in the Vale (now part of St Catjecow)nted for
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pattern was a clearesult of the greater availability of land for sale te®aves in these

parishes. In St Elizabeth and Manchester, there was a marked tendencydiaves to buy

land from the failing coffee propertiesven more than from the declining sugar estatésvas

hardly surprising that the St Elizabeth small farmers initially completely took over the

production ofcoffee, which then becamé¢ & Yl £ f K2f RSND&a ONRLI Ay GKS

The most noticeable increase in the number of smallholders in St Elizabetplaoekbetween
1840and 1845. Figures given hef®m the Jamaica Almana(l840 and 1845) shotihe

numbers of properties which were less tham acresas well as those over ten and up to fifty
acres.In 1840, there were eighty three persgmgho ownedless han ten acres eacldy 1845,
owners of less than ten acres had increased significantly to 1448.n 1840, there were
forty-five owners obetween ten and nineteen acreand by 1845this category of small
farmers had jumped to 382. In 1840, there were pErsonswho owned between twenty and
forty-nine acresBy 1845owners of between twenty and fortgpine acres had increased to 255.
In 184Q therefore, there werein total, 245 smdl farmers in St Elizabeth. By 1845, the total
number of small farmers in the parish had increased tremendously to 2,055.

Names given to some of these small farming properties indicated how the freed people felt
about the importance of being able to ovland for the first timeLittle Easavas used by
several new owners, perhaps showing the expectations that they had as landovitiees.
interesting names included Save Rent (10 ac&sall Hope (10Happy Hut (1Q)Content (14)
New Hope (1Q)New Puchase (16)Providence (1QHomeland (1Q)Happy Valley (17Biccess
(22), Retreat (15) Comfort (13) Mount Bessed (1Q)Paradise (10)Fuitland (10) Happy

CGontent (20) Labour Hil{10), Contented Hal{10)and Try See (11 acres).

The majority of the smallholders listed in thamaica Almanawere men but there were also
several women who acquired land of their ovBome of these female owners included Louisa
Brooks (Merntand, 10 acresHannah Burton (Mount Pleasant, 12 acrédjzabeth Clark
(Comfort, 13 acrespusan Crawford (Paradise, 10 acre$fiya Dawkins (Fruitland, 10 acres) and
Susan Dawkins (Pleasant Hill, 12 acres).

Some Important Changes in Settlement Patterns in St Elizabeth after Emancipation
{SGGEtSYSyul2y @bagéad:se

As seen earlier, the settlement patterns among the newly freed people who became

landowners were largely influenced by the locations of sugar and coffee properties whose lands
were being soldHowever, as Special Magistrate John Daughtrey tepiothe freed people

I fa2 SELINBaaSR (KSAN R&henthabsettiefor anyltdnd thay\Badzy (i | A y
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available. Mountain lands were those sections of the plantations and estates (coffee as well as
sugar) which had been set aside by the owsespecifically for the slaves to grow provisions.

¢tKSaS tlFyRa&a 6SNB dzadzrtte 2y | aft2LIS 2N KAffe@
flryRaéd !'a GKS FNBSR LIS2LXS 1yS¢ prvisionsi KSasS f
(which they inten@d to continue)as well as a variety of other crops such as ginger and

pimento, they triedwhere possibleli 2 aSG Gt S 2y aY2dzydl Ay fFyR&a¢o®
interest in settling in areas that were not too far from a church.

PostSlavery Migrationfrom other Parishes into St Elizabeth

An important change in islandide settlement patterns which also affected settlement in St
Elizabeth was the migration of ekaves from other parishes into St Elizabeth, especially in the
early postslavery yearsDuring the first six years of freedom, only three of the parishes that
had quite large increases in their small farming populations were able to attract settlers from
outside of their parish boundaries. The three were St Elizabeth, St Mary and St Thoh®s in t
Vale and the outsiders left their parishes to settle in these areas because there was more
available land for small settlement thergligration from other parishes into St Elizabeth (and
elsewhere) continued in the years between 1844 and 188fking hese years, there was a
significant exodus of freed blacks away from previously successful sugar parishes in the west
like St James and Hanoyeihere despite some challenges for sugar producers, the large
estates still dominated the lan@nd therefore land hunger was an important factor pulling
freed people into St Elizabeths well as Manchester, Clarendon, St Ann and St Thomas in the
Vale (later part of St Catherine).-Blaves also migrated from the poorer parishes of Portland
and St David into StiEhbeth where there had always been a more diversified economy with
opportunities for work on the thriving livestock peras well as in the increasingly expanding
and prosperous logwood trade.

The Census figures for the parish in 1844 and 1861 givesaroitthe increase in the
population of St Elizabettsome of which would have been naturahd some of which would
have been the result of migration into the parish from other parts of Jam&ick844, the total
population was 25,446 and by 1861, thedhincreased to 37,777 persons. Of the total
population of the parish in 1844, there were 18,923 black residevitde by 1861this number
had increased to 28,503’

How the Expansion of Small Farmers Led to arrdéase in the Settlement oYillagesand
Townsacross St Elizabeth

Before Emancipation, while the enslaved population was tied to the estates, they were
dependent mainly on the property owners to supply their needs. Therefore, the pattern of
trade which existed in the parish took place largely between the owners of estaie
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livestock propertieson the one handand themerchants in thecoastal town of Black River on

the other.Under slavery, goods produced by the estates and other properties were sent
downriver to the coastal seaport town of Bladkét, from where thg were shipped to Britain.
Imported goods such as foodstuff, estate supplies and manufactured items were obtained from
Britain and brought into the parish through the coastal town of Black RBesides Lacovia,

there were no other welkstablished inlandowns in St Elizabeth before Emancipatidhis

was mainlbecause thdarge enslaved population was tied to the estates and other properties
across the parishAs seen before, Lacowaas able to rise to some prominence during slavery
because of its prarity to several properties in the area which used Lacovia as shighent

point and storage facility for their goods until these could be taken down to Black River. As seen
earlier, the town also became important as the centre for the administratigmaosh affairs, at
least until 1773.

Nevertheless, what did exist in a few inland areas of St Elizabeth before Emancipation were
small internal market centres to which the enslaved were allowed to take their provisions on
Sunday (which was the establishexhrket day under slaveryfor saleto free people as well as
other slavesA very limitednternal trade in provisions, handicraft goods and other items
produced by slaves in their spare tirteok place at theseentres while slavery was still in
force.In the postEmancipation periodhese smaltrading locations were to develapto the
villages and towns that exist today in $iz&beth and it was the amazing growth in the small
farming group that allowed this to happen.

One of the most important efigs of theconsiderable growth of the small farming group was
thereforea dramatic increase in thialand villages and towns Bt ElizabethAs the freed
people moved away from the estates and onto their own small holditvgs things began to
happen. Thdirst was that the small farmers who were spread out all over the parish needed
places atwvhich they could market or sell thgirovisions andjoods.It was natural and logical
that the former slaves, now small farmers and free labourersuld continue b use the small
market centres to which they had been accustomed during slavery. As more andhibee
freed people acquired landhe volume of buying and selling at these markentres increased
tremendously With more and more free labourers earniegsh wages, there was also an
increased demand on their part for consumer goaatsd hence an increase in the amount of
commerce being done at these centres.

Therefore the second important change that took place was telbps and stores had to be
built at these locations to handle the vast increase of tradd merchants, storekeepers and
traders as well as other workerfegan to settle in these areas. Soon, what had started out as
a small location for limited trade on a Sunday during slavery, novedoed and grew into a
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village or a town as houses and other buildirgygch as a church and a fixed market placere
all established as fixtures in the new village or town.

Importantly, the small farmers also began to produce crops which had to betexpand this
increased the volume of trade goods coming into these villages from the small farms. The
pattern of the export trade routes then saw the inland villages and remaining estates sending
their goods to the coastal town of Black River for exporbverseaduyers. On the reverse

side, the demand for imported goods grewith the earning power of the Emancipateahd

the pattern of trade saw these goods coming into Black River from where they were sent to the
interior villages and towns for salell Af this increasd export and import trade invhat started

out assmall internal trading centreandgradually transformed these centres by the middle of

the nineteenth century into bustling villages and towns

Several of these villages and towns tdbkir names from the estates (coffee as well as sugar)
or the livestock properties which were nearby or on which theskwes in the area had wortte
(for example, Goshen). In some cases, the new communities kept the name of the property
from which lands wre bought by the exslaves. Malvern was a good example of tMany of

the freed people who did not own land came to live and work in these areas in various
occupations (butchers, bakers, shoemakers, tavern keepers, craftsmen for exavhlfdges

and towns which grew in this way includddnction,BalaclavaMalvern,Goshen, New Market,
Siloah, Buthfield and Santa Cruz. (Some of these are discussed furthérf @S Ny Q a
development was influenced by the decline and eventual sale of the lands of MaloHee C
Plantation to the freed peopldndeed, the community of Malvern took its name from the large
coffee property from which the lands were bought.

The community of Malvern was a good example of the mixture of rural small farmers who lived
in the hilly aeasof Malvernand grew coffee as well as provisions and other crops, and the
urban skilled workers who came to live in the town of Malvern it¢&lis is discussed shortly).

As seen earlier, neither Lacovia nor Black River matched this pattern aseheyoth vibrant
towns in existence long before Emancipation, Importantly though, the volume of trade shown
above led to a marked expansion of Black River (because of its importance as the port for
imports and exportys Lacovia, because of its role as a+shipmentpoint for surrounding

districts was a loneestablished interior town. Because Lacovia was at the crossroads of the
main carriage roads and the bridle paths, its location allowed it to benefit from the trade of
surrounding communities®
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Onthe Way to Market: Lacovia, St Elizab&burtesy of the National Library of Jamaica

Free Villages and other Settlements in P&sfavery St ElizabetBethsalem and Aberdeen

In the postslavery periodin some of theother parishes such as St@erine, tie churches and
missionaries had playea major role in theestablishment of villages by purchasing large
amounts of land and then reelling smaller suldivisions of land to the freed people. This was
done with the aim of setting up churetontrolled vilages wherever possible. Churchntrolled
free villages wergenerally not the case in St Elizabeth. Where they did exist in the paesh,
villages or communitiesere usually established by the freed people themselves, using the
own resources and itiative, even when they got the support of the churéhaving set up their
communities, the freed peopla@lsoencouraged missionaries to set up a church and school in
their community, most times, supplying the labour free of cost for the building of these
structures which they regarded as important to their welfare and that of their familiego
examples of these types of communities were Bethsalem and Aberdeen.

Bethsalem

The settlementof Bethsalem got its name from the Baptists even though the freed people who

lived there had established their homes in the area independently of the mission&@hes.

community and theBaptist Missiorwere located in the northern part of St Elizabeth bel
002YLRY3Id 2NAGAYT AY wmynmI . FLIGA&aG YAdZarAzy !l N
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were unfamiliar to everyone except its residents. In 183tBtmissionaries bought the

premiseswhich had been home to the Superintendent of the Accompong Maranials

converted it to a mission station, intended to serve both as the residence of the Minister as well

as the church. They named the missBethsalenwhichY ST yi a0 KS 1 2dzaS 2F t S
they wished to contrast it witlthe formerpurpose of the{ dzLISNA Y i SY RSy (1 Qa K 2 dz&d S
2 ¥ gfforflhich Maroons were given orders to hunt down runaway sla&esmaller one

room structure on the premises served a school for the children. The naBethsalemvas

soon applied to the community of freed people who lived and worked on their small plots of

landin the areaand the Baptist missionaries comnted that exslaves from the community

as well as some Maoms from Accompongttended church at the mission there and also sent

their children to the adjoining schodloday, there is a road call@&kthsalem Roadhich leads

to the community.

Aberdeen Free Village

Aberdeen Villagevas famed by exslaves who agquired landdfrom Aberdeen Sugar Estate

around 1845andestablisted a community whichprovided them with a way of life which was
independent of the estate to which they had been tied as slaves. 4SSy SIF NI ASNE &V
flyRae gSNBE (KS KAffte oFO] flyRa 2F SadrasSa 2
provisions to feed themselves and to sell at the Sunday markets. The experience on these

provision grounds had provided slaves not onithvfood and a small income, but had also

exposed them to the farming culture of the peasant or small farmer long before they became

free. It was therefore natural that when freedom capaed as soon as they were able to

acquire land, they would make theansition into the small farming world:he mountain lands

of Aberdeen Sugar Estate, located to the east of Accompong Town, provided them with this
opportunity in the early years after Emancipation.

The Moravian church had been very active among the eadlan Aberdeen Estate. In 1845,
with encouragement from the Moravian missionaries, many of the former slaves were able to
buy individual plots of land parcelled out of 1,200 acres of mountain land which had been part
of the sugar estate. These mowam badk lands were close tthe Maroon lands of Accompong
and the free village of Aberdeaamerged in the southern foothills of the Cockpit Country closer
to the plains. The proximity of the new free village to Accompong magmgsible for the two
communities of Maroons and Aberdonians (sbkaves from Aberdeen Estate) to establish close
cultural and farming ties. The emancipated slaves from Aberdeen formed the majority of the
residents otthe Aberdeen free communityout their numbers were also increased ovine by
some Maroons who migrated from Accompong to forge ties with the Aberdon@ves. the

years the descendants of the original inhabitants of Aberdeen Village transformed what were
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initially purchasedands into family landdn this way and in keépg with African tradition,
each generatiorf the extended families had the right to farm the lands and to benefit from
the fruits of the land with the understanding that the lands could not be sold.

Mulgrave Settlement

In the period leading up to Emanaeifion, many whites in Jamaica felt (however mistakenly)

GKFG GKS az22y G2 0SS FNBSR atl@Sa ¢2dZ R ySSR Y
hard work by successfulhite labourers andarming communities. It was believed that such
exampleswoullR A 8 02 dzNJF 3S (G KS TFTNBSRILIS 2LMRS dFNINE RIIyOFiIAT
behaviour and provide labour for the plantatioMdoreover, there was a concern that white

immigrants should be encouraged to settle in Jamaitar 1834in order to balance out the

possbility of an overwhelmindree black majoritycontrolling the societyThese were the

cultural beliefs of white soctg, whichalthough somewere influenced by racist views,

nevertheless helped to influence the move to establish white settlements inzabEth and

elsewhere in Jamaica.

White settlers were to comén as indentured servants who would be brought here at the
expense of planters and later, the government. They were expected to work under contract for
a number of years and were to be givendaand agricultural tools at the end of their contracts.

In this way it was hoped that they would become permanent settleranmaicaldeas such as
these infuencedthe government of dmaica to proposeife white townships to be settled in

the immediatepostslavery period by white indentured servant$eTive proposed townships
includedSeaford Town in WestmorelanBarrettville and New England in St Ann, Ashentully in
Manchester and Mulgrave in St ElizabeBenerally, they were not successitlsetting up

longterm white farming communitiebecauseat the end of their contracts, most of the white
indentured servants who had not died from diseases either migrated, joined the police force or
wandered off into the coastal towns to make a living.

The Mugrave settlement in StliZabeth was established in 188#the area between Elderslie

and Ipswich on land owned by the Honourable John SalAbthe time, Salmon was an
AYTFedzSyYyaGAlrt NBAARSyd 2F { G 9ft Al ThisSefektent yR | YS
was named in honour of the Earl of Mulgrave who was governor of Jamaica between 1832 and
1834.About forty English settlers were brought in to start the Mulgrave settlement. Many

hardships affected the early settletsut the most challenging were the tropical fevers and

other diseases to which newly arrived whites had little or no resistance. In spite of the kindness

and assistance given by Salmon and his family, the Mulgrave settlement did not ds\aell

white setiementin the long runSome of the surviving whites left the islgnehile others

blended in with the white population in Black River. Later, plots of land at Mulgrave were given
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to East Indian immigrantand someremained as farmers in theommunity. Mugrave emains
as a community today but it is certainly not as its original creators interded.

Economic Activities in St Elizabeth after Emancipation: Continuity and Change
The State of the Sugar Industry in the Parish, 18300
A Picture of Decline

Throughout Jamaica, the owners of sugar estates faced increasingly challenging times after
Emancipation. For many, this trend continued throughout the rest of the nineteenth century.

As seen earlier, the problems facing the owners of estates did not betiirthwi freeing of the
slaves. Careless management and indebtedness had plagued some estate owners even before
1834, bringing many properties close to collapse and some to actual fatorexample, in St
Elizabeth in 1772, there were thirtyo sugar esttes but this number had declined to twerty

three by 1791Emancipationby giving the workers freedom of choice over place of

employment worsened the picture for the sugar estatesparticular whose continued success
depended on a reliable labour fa@among other things. The immediate impact of
OYIFYyOALI GA2Y 2y {0 9ftATI0oSiKQa adzaAlI NI IyR O2FF¥
which were abandoned shortly before 1834 and up to 1848. Six sugar estates with a total land
area of 18,010 acresnd fourteen coffee properties with a total area of 9,464 acres were
abandoned between 1832 and 1848.

The 1846 Sugar Duties Act multiplied the woes of the sugar industry by exposing the British
West Indian sugar producers to stiff competition from foremnducers of cheaper and
superiorsugar.The effects were seen in a continuation of the decline in St Elizabeth, going from
twenty estates in 1844before the Sugar Duties Adt twelve in 1848two years after the Act)
and by 1854, there were still twe sugar estates in operation in the pariflmoblems were
worsened with the competition on theutopean market fronbeet sugar producers in the later
nineteenth centuryThose owners who could afford technological changes to improve the
quality of sugar ppduced as well as labour saving devicemded to stay afloat. Those who
could not buckled under the straiand many properties previously devoted to sugar collapsed
or were abandonedAs seen earlier, this decline and abandonment of large sugar ssaaigd
coffee properties in St Elizabeth helped to facilitate the tremendous changes iovametship

by the freed peoplewhich marked the landscape of the parish after Emancipa#i@Barry
Higman pointed out, the decline in the number of large propertivas especially rapid in the
parishes of St Elizabeth, Manchester, St Ann arfith8masand this was reflected in the very
marked rise of the class of peasant farmers in these parishes.
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Sugar Survives ibateNineteenth-Century St Elizabeth

As a resulbf these challenges previously outlined, there were very few sugar estates which
were inproduction by 1878 in St Elizabeth. That they were able to survive and at times, to
prosper, was the result of careful management, investment of capital in techralogi
improvements as well as the willingness of owners and managers to diversify their products to
include increased numbers of livestogkoduction of logwood and other commodities for

export. In 1878in a parish which by then was dominated by livestock properties or,fbas
sevensugar estates which were still in production includéshndIpswich Estates in Middle
Quarters, Holland and Lacovia Estates in the general area of Lacovia, MexicoApgikgimn

and Bagdalé&states in Siloaffhese were all fairly large estatdsit in this story of survival, the
total number of acres which were under cane cultivation had to be considerably reduced so as
to allow owners to make additional income from ottetivities as seen above.

Holland Estatgefor example, had a total area of 4,411 agreswhich only about 510 acres were

planted in canes by the middle of the nineteenth century. The southern section of the estate

was occupied by moragisut other areas were planted out in logwood trees and pasture for
livestockhy S NBlFazy F2NJ 1 2ffl yRQa O2yGAydzSR adz00Sa
estates, was its location close to t&River and its access to reliable water power carried by

the Persan waterwheel to the mill for the factory operations. At this time, Holland and Lacovia
Estates were owned by John Gladstone, an English merchant planter.

CKSNBE 6SNB dzLJa I yR R2gya Ay (KS ad2NEB 2F adzal
century. In 1891, the estates in sugar production were Appleton, owned by William Hill, Bogue,
managed by Foster and Company, Elim, owned by J.M. Farquharson, Holland, by Allport and
Calder, Island, by the Honourable W.H. Coke8uolwned by P. J. Brown&woyears before

the end of the nineteenth century only tee sugar estates were listea production. These

were Appleton, owned by. M. Nathan, Holland, owned by M. H. M. Farquharson¥sd

owned by the Browne brothers, with P. J. Browne as attorney.

Suga Cane Cultivation Compared to Other Agricultural Activity in Late Nineteenth Century St
Elizabeth

A clear picture of the decline the significance of sugar production mae seen in the figures

which showedacres of landn cultivation in the parish ia878 and 1889. In 1878nly 1,050

acres were cultivated in cangshile 1,395 acres of coffee were being cultivated largely by

small farmersPimentq along with some common pasturamounted to 1,129 acre3he

comparative success of small farming ws®aeen in the 4,540 acres of ground provisions

grown in the same year. There were 15,474 acres under guinea grass and 20,511 acres occupied
by common pasture, with these last two showing the continued importance of livestock rearing
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in the parish compased to sugar productionBy 1889, the decline in the amount of land under
sugar cane cultivatigrcompared to other agricultural activityas even more marked. In 1889,
land devoted to cane cultivation was 438 agr@bich was less than half efhat it was in 1878.

At the same time, there were 1,244 acres planted in coffee and 6,145 acres in ground
provisions and this showed the continued growth and importance of the small farming sector
in St Elizabeth. The acreage devoted to guinea grass had jump&gBRolby 1889%nd acres

in common pasture (25,520) showed a significant increase over acreage in 537@&ed

above, these last two items of cultivation were linked to the success of the livestock properties
in St ElizabethCorn cultivation was also gving very encouraging #4889, with 403 acres

under cultivation, largely on the savannahs. By the end of the century, St Elizabeth was the
largest coraproducing parish in the islané

Livestock Rearing in St Elizabeth, 18B800: From Strength to Stregth
The Importance of Livestock Rearing to St Elizabeth

Livestock rearing on the pens of St Elizabeth had awagn an important economic activity in

St Elizabeth, mviding draught animals for labour tasks on estates, supplying horses for

breeding andacingandproviding the local markets with beef for consumeaas well as
O2yUNROGdzIAYy3d aAIYyAFAOFLyGfe (2 (KBI18BPfazy 6 NBE QA A
example, 260,641bs of hides were exported from the island (including St Elizabettys of

the savannahs of St Elizabeth were famous for thed®lsed on these livestock perand

their owners were much sought after to supply superior stud horses and brood mares. In this

respect, both the savannah grass and the abundant supplyof dofn2 6 SR { G 9f AT I 6 S{
keepers to feed their stock well and provide them with superior nutrition.

In the postslavery period, the livestock industry became even more widespread across the
parish as several owners of declining sugar or coffee propdttiegd their attention to the
rearing of cattle, horses and other animdlegwood production on these properties became
increasingly important as a valuable export during the nineteenth centar{844, St Elizabeth
boasted ninetyone out d 378 breedingpens in Jamaic@y 1878, there were ninetijve
livestock pens in the parish, with the highest nundbefpens located in Malvern (twen}y
Black River (seventegiNew Market (sixtee)y Goshen (fifteehand Middle Quartersegleven).
The areas with fewdivestock propeties in 1878 were Southfield (seven) Siloah (five) and
Lacovia (fouxr. Generally, the lowlands of St Elizabethre wellknown for the superior quality
of their cattle and horsesnd the parish could boast of livestock properties sucHadges
Pen, Gilnock, Goshen and Long Hill, Friendship and Fullersimat@D3, livestock pens in the
parish supplied 15,000 heads of cattle, 3,100 horses and 1,700 sheep.
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Livestock Properties in Black Riviey 1878

By 1878, sever® T . f | (4ventednB<SNAR pens hatleen in existence foalmost a

century, although some were oldewhile others emerged later. Some of the lesgnding

livestock pens in the Black River amare Dalintobef Dalintobee owned by Eustace Allen,
Peppermanaged by William Stubbisyana, owned by Arthur ParcelVineyard managed by

Edward Forrest anBullerswoodwhich was owned by the Honourable John Salmon, Custos of

St Elizabeth at the time. Other losanding livestock properties in Black River by8.8

includedLower Workswhich was managed by J.M. Farquharson, merchant and magistrate for

the parishandHodges Bn, whichwas owned by John Shakespedf®e earlier section on

livestock pens before Emancipatiohpwer Workdecame famous for horseadng and in turn

YIRS . f1 01 WAGSNI ly26y a I RSalbdAylr A2y FT2N 4
well as cattlebut was perhaps most famous for its miteng racetrackwhich proved to be one

of the most exciting drawingards for the sociallige in and around the parish. Lower Worles

well as other livestock propertiegich as Gosherame to represent not only the cattle

industry and its byproducts but also symbolized & AT I 6 SGKQa 23S | FFI AN ¢
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Goshen Livestock Propeegd Race Courgeourtesy of the National Library of Jamaica

Several of these properties were stud farms for the breeding of competitivetracses. This
passion for horses was shown by a famous Black River resident in the late nineteenth century,
Tom Leydn. He was reported to have tiled his stables and treated his horses to the cooling
breeze from electric fans at a time when very few had electri€tyer livestock pens in Black
River by 1878 includelt. Charles Perwhich was owned by A.K. Maitlantheltenham

Brompton managed by Thomas BrothertoHermitage, owned by R.L. McLaren aAdhton,

which was owned by John W. Earle. The Black River area was also hBruegfield whose
managerat the time wasH.R. RobinsorRondas well agVhitehall Pengeing owned by William
LewisFyfes Peand thePark Penwhich was owned in 1878y Mrs G. A. Cuff.
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these had earlier beeformer coffeeproducing propertiesvhich had fallen on hard timegn
some cases, coffee properties were sdidt in other casespwners made the decision to
changeto the more lucrative livestockaising busines8y 1878 the area boasted twentpf
these penswhich includedMalvern Hill Pen, Potsdam Pen, Hampton Pen, Retirement,
Alyerstoke, Mount Zion, Clsel, Kensington, Iver, Elgin, Stanmore Hill and ChelseaRieh
was owned in 1878 by Edward Thomabko also owned a general store in the faisting town
of Malvern Also a part of the Malvern landscape by then werespeiPen, Roseberry,
Belmont,Rose Hall, Torrington, Braemamd Mount Olivetand CorleyPens both of which were
owned by Charles Esdacs, who was also the owner of a general store in &fialv

Livestock Pens in New Markéty 1878

By 1878New Market hadsixteen penswhich werea mixture of longestablished livestock
properties as well as the more recent pens which came into production in the-glasery

period.t | @ Y SQa whfome/of theDidest livestock properties in the area, having been in
existence for almost a hundred years by 1878. @ y SQa ¢ 2 g6y K| Rlivdstbck | & a
rearing from the eighteenth century when the 5&@re property was owned by Edward Francis
Coke. @ My Ty t I &y SQaohnRdivafd Kergd.3E. Ky idwais sdndagistvate
and later, a Justice of the Peace for St Elizabitke. KepPenwas owned at this time by the
Custos for St Elizabeth, the Honourable John Salmon, who also owned Fullerswood and other
properties.

Other livestock pens in New Market includeéwport Penowned by Horatio Aarons (who was
also a storekeeper)Voodlards Penowned by Thomas Billing3pnegal Penowned by his
brother, William Billingswhile Windsor ForesandLennox Penwere properties of William H.
Cooke JuniorJ.W.C. Fraser was the proprietorlddpeton Pepwhile theBoggbelonged to C.
M. Giffard. Spring Vale Pelpelonged taJohnHudson while his son, John Hudson Juniowned
New Savannah Pe@heltenham Pewas the property of S. C. Peynado, who also owned a
general store in New Markemterestingly,Hazel Grove Pdrelonged to John Shaw, one of
bSg al NJ SiQa f S| RA Vhaonly tanalrosnsEof alliviestodkpéh iniNawr S ®
Market at the time was Mrs Sandersomho ownedHartsall PenOther livestock properties
includedSpring Mount Perowned by Thomas &y andGreen Valleywhich belonged to
William Sullivan.
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Pen.

Goshen Livestock P@wourtesy of the National Library of Jamaica

As seen in the earlier look at livestock pens before Emancipation, Goshen was owned in 1780
by Francis George Smythe, who also owned the nelaolg Hilend Friendship Pens

Therefore, by 1878hese three livestock properties were almost one hundred years old and
were still going strongn 1878, James M. Farquharson, Justice of the Peace in St Elizabeth, was
the attorney for both Goshen and Long H&nR while Friendship Pen was owned byCJ.

Wright D2 a KSy Qa 2 f RS NXGHod$ngndl Pdrofvied at thig tihe bigRIENR/
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Grosmond Emmaus Pen, Santa Cruz Park,B@med by Mrs Ellen Channand Phanillansand
Gilnock Hallwhich was the property of W5. Wheattle, who also ownedVilton and

Northamptonw 2 dzy RAy 3 2dzi D2aKSyQa f Zainiel, Qosith Vialley, G SSy
Ashwood, Burnt undand Southampton

Livestock Properties in Middle Quarters by 1878

There were eleven livestock propersi in Middle Quarters by 1878 which were doinglyaeid
some of these had been in existence for almost a hundred years. Among the older pens in
Middle Quarters wereCraigie which was around from the 1770s aiddy Hallwhich dated
back to ownership by the Delaroche and Maitland families from the 1780s. By 1878, Craigie was
owned by Nicholas Tomlinspand Giddy Hall belonged tolin MyersGooper, a Commissioner
for St Elizabeth, working with the Supreme Court and theu@iCourt.Another longstanding
livestock property in Middle Quarters wasiddlesex Pergwned in 1878 by the Honourable
John SalmoyCustos of St Elizabeth and President of the Legislative Council inM8@5.
recent livestock pens weréarm,Spring Vle, White Hall, Gainsbro, White Hitid Spring Hill
PensBy 1878, there were two female owners of pens in MidQlearters and these were Mrs
Maitland, who ownedViount Charles Peand MrsSarahMonteith, who ownedDunsidane Pen

{ 2dz0 KTASTE Rena, 1978 @S a2 O

Located in the extreme south of St Elizabeth, Southfield had seven livestock properties in
operation by 1878. These includ&dyall Penwhich was owned by Bernard BeMayfield,
owned by Stuart L. Forbg8orly Castlewhich was the propertyfdCharles E. Isagddalvern
Chaseowned by G. W. OsmondndBellevue Perwhich in 1878 belonged to the Venerable
Archdeacon Rowe. There were two female pen owners at this, time they were Mrs E. A.
Forbes, who ownetardley Chase PamdMrs Lydia FRlason, who was the owner of
Kensington Pen

Livestock Properties in Siloah by 1878

tog2 2F { Kvestekigroperties weglshgstanding and were both owned in 1878 by
the Honourable John Salmon. These weeeixhalland Maggotty Pensthe latter being in
operation from the late eighteenth centurWilliamsfieldPen owned by M. W. KingVindsor
Pen which in 1878 belonged to Miss J. Robinsord Harmony Hall Perowned by Robert
Watson were the remaining three livestock properties.

LJ
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A Historic View of the Early Town of Maggotty, in Past Times, Home to Maggotty Livestock
Property Courtesy of the National Library of Jamaica

Livestock Pens in Lacovia, 1878

Sugar and rum production on Holland and Lacovia Estates were the outstanding economic
activities in and around Lacovia by 18Z8covia had onlyfir livestock properties by that year
This may not have been unusual given the relative lack of commaaotieaity in and around
Lacovia by 1878y that yearthe four livestock pens includddaughton Pepnmanaged by John
Blake Content Hallowned by William JohnsbBreadnut Valleyand Cornwall Pefthe last
beingowned by W. J. Tomlinson Senior, who alaiigy his son, W. J. Tomlinson Junior, were
the only tworegisteredshopkeepers in Lacovia in 187& was the case with sugar estates and



95

O2FFSS LXItyildlraAazyas {G 9tATIFIoSUiKQa tA@Saitz20]
prosperity to the parish. fle names of many of these livestock pens remain to this day as

several places across St Elizabeth bear the names of the original livestock property with which
these areas were associatedl few examples from among the named communities in the

parish inclu@ Pepper, Goshen, Fullerswood, Phantillans, Grosm@idock Hall, Yardley

Chase, Craigi&laggotty,Mitcham and Wilton*

The Rise an®eclineof the Logwood Trade: Impact on St Elizabeth

Seeds from théogwood tee werebrought to Jamaica from Honduras by theglsh on the

advice of Dr Henry Barham of St Elizatieth7155 NJ . F NKIFY gl & GKS Lafl yRC
also owned property in St Elizabe®ubsequently, the plant was introduced into several
parishesincludng St Elizabeth. After the first planting, logwood trees gneld on their own
because they were seffown. At first, logwood was valued for medicinal ysespecially in the
treatment of gangrengbut this soon changed, beginning in the second halhefdighteenth
century with the coming of the Industrial Revolution in England. An important feature of this
Industrial Revolution was the development of machines which allowed for factory production of
items lke cloth and textiles on a large scdlewasthen discovered that logwood contained an
extract which could be used to produce dyes with shades of black, brown, grey and blue. Dyes
from logwood then became very important to the textile industry, starting in England, and as
the Industrial Rvolution pread to Western Europe and the United States of America, so did

the demand for logwood.

Although they grew wild almost anywhere, logwood trees were most abundant in the Black
River Basin and surrounding areas. By the 1780s, logwood trees had overruar&age
especially in the parishes of St Elizabeth and Westmorefaman the middle of the eighteenth
century, the planter®f St Elizabeth and elsewhere in Jamaica began to profit fvhat would
eventually become very prosperous export trade in logwad he beneficial effects of the
trade on St Elizabeth in general and Black River in particular were most seen in tsapesy
nineteenth century, with the greatest profits starting in the 1860s at the same time when the
downturn in the sugar industryas clearTherefore in times of economic difficulties, property
owners fully took advantage of the freely growing logwood trees in order to gain additional
income.But the period of the greatest prosperity linked to the logwood trade for St Elizabeth
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wasfrom the late nineteenth century into the very early twentieth century.
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Logwood Black River: Numerous Logwot@es irthe Countryside dBlack Rive€ourtesy of
the National Library of Jamaica

As seen earlier, logwood trees were sometimes delibergikpted between the cane pieces

S0 as to provide a barrighut generally, trees grew naturally and were to be found in

abundance on the unused lands of just about every sugar and coffee estate and livestock
rearing properties. After the ending of slavemd as the demand for logwood in overseas
markets intensified, more labour was hired and so additional employment became available as
a result of the logwood tradd.ogwood was cut and transported down to Black River Harbour
by river boats calletightersfrom properties located far inlanés well as those nearer to Black
River. The many rivers which were linked to the main river, the Black River, made the transport
of logwood (as well as all other goods) down to the harbour possfiddor example, logeod

was harvested from estates such as Elim and floated twenty miles downriver to the harbour at
Black River.

At the Logwood Depot located at the Town Wharf (Farquharson Wharf) in BlacktRever,

Logwood was weighed on a pair of large scales and thesntalat by boat to be loaded on to

the ships waiting in Black River Harbdara 2001 interview for th®aily Gleanerlongtime

resident of Black Rivekr. Melford HeadleyO2 YYSY G SR GKFG F LIFANI 2F G2
dza SR FT2N) gSAITIKAVAAGRS o0BS2ASBYRS GYINKS [23622R 5
0 NJA Rratlkedate nineteenth centurywhen the logwood trade from the parish was at its

greatest, a large quantity of logwood could be seen piled mphe wharves awaiting shipment

and at times, as @any as twelve or fourteen large ships could be seen in Black River Harbour,

most of them being loaded with logwood.

As seen earlier, some properties also had access to their own wharves. So for example,
Fullerswood shipped one hundred tons of logwood fribra Crane Wharf in 1832n 1879, at
the height of the logwood tradevhile Fullerswoodnd Vauxhall Pens wemvned by the
Honourable John Salmohe sold173 tons of logwood wortl£600. Logwoodtherefore,
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pens.Total exports of logwood from Jamaica increased steadily over the course of the second
half of the nineteenth century, as island exports amounted to 4008 in 1850and 15,000

tons in 1860Qwith a massive jump to 114,800 tons by 1868d by 1889, 115,000 tons were
exported from Jamaica&he logwood trade remained profitable for suppliers from St Elizabeth
and the rest of the island until around 1895. 8eal property ownersas well as merchant

families in St Elizabetincluding the Leyden brothers, the Farquharsons and otheesle their
fortunes from this boom in the logwood tragand the town of Black River experienced much
growth and infrastructuraimprovements which were directly linked to the prosperity arising
from the logwood trade. These are discussed in the later section on Black River in the late
nineteenth century.

After 1895 there were setbacks as the logwood trade began experiencing dpoams on the
international market. The first problem was competition from higher quality wood coming from
Haitiwhich produced a superior dye. However, the biggest challenge fandheal dyes

coming from thdocal logwood trade was the developmentsyinthetic dye industries

England and other European countries. Synthetic dyes were cheaper to produce and easier to
apply to textilesThere were occasional periods of recovery in the demand for local logwood in
the early years of the twentieth centurgspecially during the First World War when the need

for wartime production took precedence over the production of synthetic dyes in England. This
is looked at later in the section which deals with economic changes in twerdesttury St
Elizabeth.

Howe\er, before the nineteenth century ended, St Elizabeth mounted a response to the
challenges facing the logwood trade by developing a dyewood extracts industry at Lacovia in
1894 At this factory, the naturally occurring dye in logwood was extracted andreeghas a

liquid extract and also made into crystals and exported. This process was in its infancy towards
the end of the nineteenth century but really took off in the early twentieth centivipre will

be said on this factory at Lacovia in the sectionotdeals with the twentieth century. The

export of logwood extracts from St Elizabeth helped to cushion some of thefffatl profits

from the exports in actual logwood, but could never coohese to the tremendous income

which the logwood trade had braht to Black River and the rest of St Elizab&th.
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Changing Occupations: Life in the Towns @ddmmunitiesof St Elizabethn the Late
Nineteenth Century

Black Rivein the Later Nineteenth Century

What had started out as a small village at the mootithe Black Rivemad become by the later
nineteenth century the bustling capital of St Elizabeth having undergone several changes, most
of which could be described as improvements.

=

A Modern View tthe Capital: Black Riv&eafrontCouriesy of the National Library damaica

A great deal of these changes Hagken made possible by the profits coming from the thriving

export trade in sugar, rum, molasses, coffee, catttgehj pimento, gingelas well as the

success of the internal marketid y £ A @Sa 3201 FyR avYlff TFTIFINYSNEQ
course of the nineteenth centuryiowever it was the booming export trade in logwood or

G. tF 01 wA &SiNdadidaNaddBgt Codtdbuted so much to the increasehe

number of stately bmes,the impressive expansion sfores and businesses in the toyas

well as the introduction of several innovations during the later nineteenth century. The

commercial attractions offered by the town at this tintegether with the movement of more

people into Black Riveralso explained the diversification in occupations that existed there at

this time.
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The Black River Court House

The exact year of construction of the Black River Court House remains ungeutatrmust

have been built shortly aftethe middle of the eighteenth centurypecause the decision to

transfer meetings of the Parish Vestry to Black River from Lacovia was made jadd Y@stry
meetings were usually held in a court houstoreover, the presence of a court house was
essentiako the decision to declare Black River the capital of St Elizabeth in TA&3ct of

1788 which transferred court sessions to Black River, the capital, confirms that the Court House
dates back tdahe early period after the middle of the century.

Descripions of the appearance of the early court house all speak to the magnificent Georgian
architecture of the buildingTheterma DS 2 NEB A | Y lrefiel3 0 buildh@ stydedldhich
were popular during the reigns of King George 1 through to King George 1\V1(@30Q3An
anonymousvisitor to the town of Black River in 1890 described the Court House as a
GKIYyRa&2YINIIGUR @S¢ a (i Naz@dhelznBue Geéogjiainmsilén@early dzA
Black River Court Houseas a twestoreyed building with a hipped roof (the roof sloped

upward from all sides of the building).Had sash windows/hich could slide up and dowand
there was a panelled doott ¢he centre of the building on the ground floor and this led directly
outside.

On each side of the buildinthere were stone arches which stretched sideways for alomet

hundredfeet, and these served to separate the front of the grounds from the babk.rooms
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House was located at the western end of the town on High Street facing th&@lsese were

four brass cannons mounted on a grass lawn to thetfad the building and thisaccording to

the visitor, added to the impressive appearance of this official building. In the later eighteenth
century, the Black River Court House served as the veraienly for meetings of the courts

and the ParishVestrgp dzi 41 & I f a2 GKS OSYiUNB F2NJ a20Alf 3
social elite.

The Parish Church of St John the Evangelist

By the second half of the nineteenth century, the Parish Church had been rebuilt on its original
location at the corneof High andNorth Streets. In 1890, this was described as a large brick

structure with a square tower. At this timajural tablets orthe inside of the Parish Church

ai22R +ta | YSY2NALIft (2 aSOSNrft 2F {Ghape AT I 6Si
the history of the town and the rest of the parishwo of these memorial tablets are located on

either side of thechanceland honour the memaory of Caleb Dickinson and Robert Hugh Munro,
founders of thea dzy NB | Y R 5 A add ldadidgFighi@siin tite Mdlrdational landscape of

St Elizabeth (discussed further under Church and School).
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Government Quarters, Black River in the Twentieth Ce@ouytesy of the National Library of
Jamaica

Public Buildings in Black RiveR Rl 8 Y { G 9t AT F6SGK tIFNR&aK [/ 2dzy OA
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