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THE HISTORY OF THE PARISH OF ST ELIZABETH 

BY DR JENNY JEMMOTT 

 

INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW OF ST ELIZABETH 

St Elizabeth is one of WŀƳŀƛŎŀΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ 

parishes which were in existence by 1671, following closely on the first batch which had been 

created by the Jamaican Assembly in 1664. The 1664 pioneering parishes were St Thomas, St 

David, St Andrew, St John, Clarendon, Port Royal and St Catherine. A 1671 Map of Jamaica, 

produced as a result of a survey of the island ordered by Governor Sir Thomas Modyford, 

showed St Elizabeth to be among the second group, which also included St George, St Mary, St 

Ann and St James. Before 1703, St Elizabeth was extremely large, covering most of western 

Jamaica, including present-day Westmoreland. As will be seen in a later section, changes to the 

boundaries of the parish began in 1703 and ended in 1814, reducing St Elizabeth to its present 

size. Even with these reductions, St Elizabeth remains today as WŀƳŀƛŎŀΩǎ second largest parish, 

with an area of 1,212.4 square kilometres behind St Ann, the largest parish, with an area of 

1,212.6 square kilometres. 

 

Black River, Capital of St Elizabeth Courtesy of the National Library of Jamaica 
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Map of St Elizabeth, Jamaica Courtesy of @ OpenStreetMap contributors. This map data is 

available under the Open Database License. The cartography is licensed as CC By-SA. 

 

Located in south-western Jamaica in the county of Cornwall, St Elizabeth is today bordered to 

the west by Westmoreland, to the east by Manchester, to the north by St James and Trelawny 

and to the south by the beautiful waters of the Caribbean Sea. This parish is rich in historical 
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and cultural significance, laying claim for example, to having the third highest number of 

recorded sites (thirty seven) where the Taino, the first Jamaicans lived. Only St Ann (seventy 

one) and Clarendon (forty) surpass St Elizabeth in known Taino sites.  

St Elizabeth also holds pride of place as being home to black freedom fighters inspired by Sam 

Sharpe and to Accompong, famous for its own freedom fight and the enduring cultural legacy of 

the Maroons.

  

Accompong Cemetery in the Land of the Maroons Courtesy of the National Library of Jamaica 

Indeed, the history and culture of St Elizabeth have been shaped by the diverse populations 

who came or were brought to the parish over the centuries. St Elizabeth stands out for the 

variation in its geographical features, such as its majestic mountain ranges including the Nassau 

Mountains in the north-eastern section of the parish, the Lacovia Mountains, which lie to the 

west of the Nassau Mountains and the Santa Cruz Mountains, which run southward, dividing 

the vast St Elizabeth plains. These widespread plains and savannahs historically led to an 

emphasis on cattle rearing and agriculture and helped to shape {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

breadbasket parish of Jamaica.  
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The parish is home to several rivers, including the historically significant Black River, which is 

ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ ǊƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ WŀƳŀƛŎŀΣ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ /ƭŀǊŜƴŘƻƴΩǎ wƛƻ aƛƴƘƻ and from which the parish 

capital of Black River took its name. WŀƳŀƛŎŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ¦ǇǇŜǊ aƻǊŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ the 

Lower Morass, which are home to many species of endangered animals and ninety-two species 

ƻŦ ŦƭƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ .ƭŀŎƪ wƛǾŜǊ .ŀǎƛƴΦ1 

 

BEFORE THE EUROPEANS: TAINO INHABITANTS OF ST ELIZABETH 

 Taino Sites in St Elizabeth: 

WŀƳŀƛŎŀΩǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ {t Elizabeth. As noted in the 

Introduction, the parish has the third highest number of known Taino sites next to Clarendon 

and St Ann. Of the thirty-seven recorded Taino locations in St Elizabeth, eighteen were Midden 

Sites and nineteen were Cave Sites. Midden sites are really heaps of accumulated refuse, which 

were formed over time. Archaeologists have found remains of items used by the Tainos in these 

middens. Examples include pieces of animal and fish bones, remains of tools, pottery and other 

artefacts used by the first Jamaicans who lived in villages on or near the midden sites.  

By studying the items found in these middens, archaeologists are able to give us a good idea of 

the material culture and lifestyle of the Tainos. The Cave Sites included Burial Caves, where 

some of their dead were laid to rest, and Petroglyph Caves. We know that Taino artists carved 

images into the rocks or walls of caves, and these rock carvings were known as Petroglyphs. 

These PŜǘǊƻƎƭȅǇƘǎ ǎƘŜŘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƛƴƻǎΩ lifestyle, and they were probably 

important for ceremonial and religious purposes as well. 

! .ƛǊŘΩǎ 9ȅŜ ±ƛŜǿ ƻŦ ¢ŀƛƴƻ aƛŘŘŜƴ {ƛǘŜǎ ƛƴ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΥ 

Tainos lived mainly by fishing as well as by farming and hunting. Most of their villages and, 

therefore, their middens were located along the coast of St Elizabeth. Taino midden sites were 

found at Alligator Pond and Alligator Pond River on the southeast coast, near to the border 

between St Elizabeth and Manchester. Other locations included Gilnock, which is near to 

Wilton, Calabash Bay to the west of Great Pedro Pond, the Black River site, near to Moco Point 

and Race Course, Sandy Bank, on the north-western bank of the Great Pedro Pond and four 

Fort Charles sites located close to each other on the southwest coast of St Elizabeth, near to 

Starve Gut Bay. Right on Black River Bay, very close to Black River High School, there are two 

more Taino sites, one at Knapville North and the other at Knapville South. Great Pedro Bay, near 

to Great Pedro Bluff on the southwestern tip of the parish, was home to yet another Taino 

midden site. A midden was also found at Long Acre Point in Malcolm Bay in the southwestern 

end of the parish. Taino middens were also found in the Bull Savannah district between Cutlass 
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Bay and Alligator Pond Bay, Billy BayΣ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ {ǘŀǊǾŜ Dǳǘ .ŀȅ ŀƴŘ CǊŜƴŎƘƳŀƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ 

[ƻǾŜǊǎΩ [ŜŀǇ όŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ¸ŀǊŘƭŜȅ /ƘŀǎŜ), southeast of Flagaman and Southfield. 
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¢ƘŜ ¸ŀǊŘƭŜȅ /ƘŀǎŜ {ƛǘŜ όŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ [ƻǾŜǊǎΩ [ŜŀǇύ ƻŦ ŀ ¢ŀƛƴƻ aƛŘŘŜƴ Courtesy of the National 

Library of Jamaica 
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Turning the Spotlight on Selected Taino Middens in St Elizabeth: 

Alligator Pond Midden 

There were two important Taino settlements and middens in the area known today as Alligator 

Pond. Both settlements and middens were located along the southeast coast of St Elizabeth, 

close to the border with Manchester. The first was the Alligator Pond Midden and the second 

was the Alligator Pond River Midden. Alligator Pond midden was found at a distance of 0.09 

kilometres from the sea, and this was in keeping with the Taino practice of settling their 

communities fairly near to the sea. The Alligator Pond site lay at five metres or fifteen feet 

above sea level and covered quite a large area of 13, 408 square metres, making it larger than 

the Alligator Pond River site. Interestingly, this site remained undisturbed until 1973, when 

Archaeologists carried out an extensive study of the midden.  

They found a reasonably large collection of fragments of pottery (sherds or potsherds) and 

utensils used by the Tainos of this village community. Among these were pieces of griddles (flat 

ceramic plates used for baking cassava bread) a water jar spout, nine handles, six of which 

belonged to water jars, a great many pottery fragments, some of which were decorated and 

some of which were plain. Some of the vessel fragments were pottery rims which were shaped 

like turtles. These turtle-shaped pottery rims were commonly found in some Taino middens, 

such as that at Alligator Pond, and this shows the importance of the turtle in the everyday lives 

of the Tainos. The turtle-shaped designs are a common feature of a Taino pottery style that 

archaeologists have named Redware, because of the red clay mixture applied by the Tainos to 

parts of some of their utensils. Archaeologists have shown that Tainos who practised the 

Redware culture were present in Jamaica before AD 900, and that they preferred to set up their 

villages along coastal areas, close to the seaside.  This Redware culture was common among the 

Tainos of the dry, southern coastal areas of St Elizabeth, who settled near to the seaside. 

Interestingly, archaeologists found no shells, coral, fossils, animal or human bones here. 

Alligator Pond River Midden 

The Alligator Pond River midden was located closer to the sea than Alligator Pond, at a distance 

of 0.06 kilometres and was also at a lower elevation than Alligator Pond, being three metres or 

ten feet above sea level. This site was much smaller than Alligator Pond, covering an area of 

4,358 square metres. Despite being much smaller, this site had a much larger and greater 

variety of Taino artefacts than Alligator Pond. In fact, Alligator Pond River is outstanding for its 

very large collection of Redware pottery. A variety of different ceramics was found here. These 

included 2,209 plain body sherds (broken pieces from the body of the pottery) ninety eight 

decorated body sherds, 374 plain rim sherds (from the rim of the pottery) 160 decorated rim 

sherds, fifty two plain griddles and forty eight handles. Of the 2, 209 plain body sherds found, 
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eighty six belonged to water jars and of the forty eight handles found, four belonged to water 

jars, which were commonly used by the Tainos. Interestingly, the carvings on the decorated 

pieces of pottery represented bats, sharks and not surprisingly, turtles. Additionally, they also 

found several conch shell celts and stone celts, which the Tainos used as axes. Some polished 

stone beads, a pendant made from shells and an earthenware spindle (used for spinning cotton 

into cloth) were also some of the interesting finds. The spindle tells us that the Tainos who lived 

in this area were making use of cotton, which still grows wild in the Alligator Pond area of the 

parish. Unlike the Alligator Pond site, this location had many reminders of the eating habits of 

the Tainos. Over thirty marine shells, most belonging to the queen conch, were located here, as 

well as twenty five animal bones belonging to adult sea turtles, the Jamaican hutia, birds and 

frogs. 

Calabash Bay Midden 

The Calabash Bay midden site is situated to the west of Great Pedro Pond and is fairly close to 

the sea, at a distance of only 0.09 kilometres from the water. It is quite low-lying, at twenty-five 

feet or eight metres above sea level and has an area of 14, 605 square metres. Fortunately, the 

Calabash Bay site was researched by archaeologist, James W. Lee in 1972, because by 1976, 

Calabash Bay was being threatened by housing development. As was the case with the Alligator 

Pond sites, the Tainos who settled at Calabash Bay used pottery which belonged to the 

Redware category.  

There was a fairly large collection of artefacts found here, and these included 160 plain rim 

sherds and seventy decorated rim sherds (pieces from the rims of utensils). Fragments from the 

body of utensils (body sherds), such as water jars were also found. Of these body sherds, 160 

were plain and seventy one were decorated with carvings, mainly of turtles, which showed that 

the Redware pottery was characteristic of Calabash Bay. In addition, archaeologists also found 

thirty two handles belonging to water jars and other utensils, twenty seven plain griddles, five 

stone celts and six conch shell celts (axes). About twenty two shells from large sea snails and 

the queen conch, along with other marine species, were also found at this site. An interesting 

and significant find at Calabash Bay were two pendants made from coarsely crystalline white 

rock. This type of rock is not present in Jamaica but was used in the south-eastern Caribbean to 

make small ornamental trinkets, and this led Lee to conclude that these two pendants were 

items of trade brought to the area by Tainos from Trinidad. 

 

The Black River Midden  

Located near to Moco Point and Race Course, the Black River midden site is found along the 

first slight rising inland from the beach at an elevation of ten feet or three metres above sea 
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level. It is situated 0.2 kilometres from the sea and has an area of 4,405 square metres. 

Archaeologist James W. Lee believed that originally, the midden must have been larger because 

when he located and researched the site in 1973, a shopping centre was being built in the 

ǾƛŎƛƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ōǳƭƭŘƻȊƛƴƎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 

area.  

The Black River midden site is significant for two main reasons. Firstly, besides the variety of 

artefacts found there, this is one of a few midden sites on the island where human skeletal 

remains were found. Secondly, the Black River midden site was occupied by Tainos who were of 

the White Marl cultural group, which archaeologists have shown lived in Jamaica after AD 900. 

The pottery developed by the White Marl cultural group was different in several ways from the 

Redware pottery, including the fact that it was made from a brown clay paste and did not have 

that distinctive red clay colouring which was a feature of the Redware culture. The White Marl 

cultural group was named after the large settlements and midden found at White Marl, Central 

Village, in St Catherine. Although the Redware Tainos preferred seaside villages, the Tainos of 

the White Marl cultural group settled all over the island, on hillsides as well as near the coast. 

Therefore, White Marl culture was also found in St Elizabeth sites such as the Black River 

midden site. 

A fairly large collection of artefacts was found at the Black River midden. These ranged from 

pottery fragments (potsherds or sherds) including seventeen decorated rim sherds, seven plain 

rim sherds, forty plain body sherds, four handles, three plain griddles, one stone celt and three 

conch shell celts. Their use of shellfish for food was shown in the recovery of thirty eight shells 

belonging to a variety of marine species. A total of sixteen animal bones were also discovered 

at the Black River site. These included the rib of a West Indian manatee or sea cow, bones 

belonging to the green sea turtle and remains of a species of fresh water turtle, known as the 

Cat Island Slider, which is found in the Bahamas and Jamaica.  

Interestingly, bones from the wild pig were also found at the Black River midden and this 

discovery suggests that the Black River site was occupied by generations of Tainos who were 

still there during the early Spanish occupation. Wild pigs were not native to Jamaica. It was the 

Spaniards who introduced pigs into the island and left them to roam wild, giving rise to the wild 

pigs which populated all parts of Jamaica.  

Archaeologists have not provided much information on the human skeletal remains found at 

the Black River midden. However, we do know that the bones were excavated from the same 

layers in which the Taino artefacts were found, therefore placing the bones in the same time 

period as the other Taino artefacts. In all, there were eighteen human bones recovered, and the 

number of fragments of the right tibiae found allowed archaeologists to conclude that these 
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belonged to a minimum of three individuals. In addition, they also found a fragment of a femur 

from an individual who, tests determined, was less than fifteen years old.  

The Fort Charles Middens 

Four Taino middens were located in the area of Fort Charles near to Starve Gut Bay on the 

southwest coast of St Elizabeth. These were identified as Fort Charles A, Fort Charles B, Fort 

Charles House and Fort Charles Nembhard.  Fort Charles A is right by the sea at an elevation of 

twenty five feet or eight metres above sea level and is the largest of all the Fort Charles 

middens, with an area of 8,715 square metres. Fort Charles B is slightly further back from Fort 

Charles A, at a distance of 0.06 kilometres from the sea and is at the same elevation as Fort 

Charles A. This is a much smaller midden than Fort Charles A, with an area of 2,143 square 

metres.  

CƻǊǘ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ IƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ aŜǊǊƛƳŀƴΩǎ tƻƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴΩǎ wƻŎƪ, at a distance of 0.7 kilometres 

from the sea and lies at the highest elevation of all four sites, at 330 feet or 102 metres above 

sea level. Fort Charles Nembhard is further inland than all the other Fort Charles sites, at a 

distance of 1.2 kilometres from the sea and is also at a higher elevation than Fort Charles A and 

B, lying at 250 feet or seventy seven metres above sea level. Of all the Fort Charles middens, 

only Fort Charles A is discussed here because it contained a substantial collection of artefacts 

and also because of the shallow grave found at Fort Charles A. 

Archaeologist James Lee researched Fort Charles A in 1967 and found quite a large collection of 

Taino artefacts. These included fifty eight pieces of pottery rims (rim sherds) thirty one of which 

were decorated, while twenty seven were plain. There were 186 pieces from the body of the 

pottery (body sherds) and eleven handles, all of which belonged to water jars. Fragments of 

three griddles, used in the baking of cassava bread, were also found at the midden. 

Additionally, there was an interesting discovery of three vessels, one of which was boat shaped 

and very well preserved. One of these vessels has a lug (a type of pottery handle which is flat) 

which represents a turtle, a design commonly found in Taino pottery.  

A significant discovery made by Lee at Fort Charles A was a shallow grave, part of which was 

exposed as a result of erosion by waves. Lee reported that the size of the grave indicated that it 

may have been for a small child but no skeletal remains were found and these may very well 

have been washed out to sea as a result of many years of wave erosion. Two small but 

complete bowls were found at the grave and may have been placed there with food for 

ceremonial purposes to accompany the dead on the journey to Coyaba (heaven), as was 

customary among the Tainos. As Fort Charles A was so close to the sea, it is not surprising that 

over twenty eight shells and twelve animal bones belonging to marine species, such as salt 

water clams or snails and the queen conch, were found at the midden. 2 
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! .ƛǊŘΩǎ 9ȅŜ ±ƛŜǿ ƻŦ ¢ŀƛƴƻ /ŀǾŜǎ ƛƴ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ 

To date, archaeologists have studied and recorded nineteen Taino cave sites in St Elizabeth. Of 

this number, four were Taino Petroglyph Caves and fifteen were Taino Burial Caves.  As was 

previously explained, the first Jamaicans sometimes carved images into the rocks or walls of 

caves. These cave walls were usually of limestone rock which made it easier for Taino artists to 

carve images into the rocks. By far, the most common image carved was an oval-shaped face 

with three circular spaces to represent the eyes and mouth. The four recorded petroglyph caves 

in St Elizabeth (discussed shortly) were Duff House, Warminster, Red Bank and Reynold Bent 

caves.  

Tainos also used caves as burial places and for ceremonial purposes. The fifteen recorded burial 

caves in St Elizabeth were Baalbec, Bull Savannah 1 and Bull Savannah 2, Breadnut Wood 1 and 

Breadnut Wood 2, Dildo Point, Simeon Genus, Boy Hole, Money Cave, Pedro Bluff A and Pedro 

Bluff B, Parchment Cave, Peru Cave, BallardΩs Valley 1 and BallardΩs Valley 2. We know that the 

Tainos did not live in these caves but usually lived in villages or occupation sites which were 

located within a reasonable distance from the cave. As will be seen shortly, archaeologists also 

found a variety of Taino artefacts in both the Petroglyph and the Burial caves.  

Highlighting the Petroglyph Caves of St Elizabeth 

Duff House Petroglyph Cave 

Duff House Cave is located in the parish but very close to the border between St Elizabeth and 

Manchester. As was the case with most Taino caves, Duff House is at a fair elevation of 375 feet 

or 115 metres above sea level and is at a distance of 2.7 kilometres from the sea. Archaeologist 

James W. Lee researched this cave in 1980 and found one very clear petroglyph, which was a 

face carved into the limestone rock of the cave wall facing north. Lee suggested that other 

carvings may have been present but these were not clear. One stone celt (a Taino axe) was 

found in the cave. In 1981, broken remains of Taino pottery (potsherds) matching the later 

White Marl culture, were found in a field next to the cave. As noted previously, the Tainos did 

not live in these caves and Lee suggested that the Tainos who used Duff House Cave may very 

ǿŜƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊŜǎǘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ мΦлм ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǘ wƻǿŜΩǎ /ƻrner, 

just across the border in Manchester. 

 

Warminster Petroglyph Cave 

Warminster Cave is found in the Links Hill area of the Genus district. Links Hill is northeast of 

Red Bank and northwest of Brinkley. Warminster is located at quite a high elevation of 750 feet 
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or 231 metres above sea level and at a fair distance of 8.3 kilometres from the sea. Lee 

researched and recorded this petroglyph cave in 1969. The petroglyphs in Warminster 

consisted of several faces and some geometric designs which were cut into the limestone rock. 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜǎǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǇŜǘǊƻƎƭȅǇƘǎ ƛƴ 

WŀƳŀƛŎŀέ, Lee reported that they may have been partially damaged in 1981. Artefacts which 

were found next to the petroglyphs included two stone celts which matched the White Marl 

culture of the Tainos who lived in the area after AD 900. It is possible that the Tainos who made 

the carvings at Warminster may have lived in the nearest village site at Bull Savannah, which 

was 8.11 kilometres away from Warminster. 

Red Bank Petroglyph Cave 

Red Bank Cave is located in the Red Bank district which is on the eastern side of St Elizabeth, 

near to the border with Manchester. Red Bank district is southeast of Malvern and to the 

southwest of Nain. Red Bank Cave is much higher up than most of the cave sites in the parish, 

at an elevation of 1,225 feet or 377 metres above sea level. It is also fairly far from the sea, at a 

distance of 7.9 kilometres. Researched and recorded by Lee in 1969, Red Bank had one 

petroglyph which had been badly defaced and mutilated, most likely by vandals. It is possible 

that the Tainos who used Red Bank Cave may have lived in the nearest occupation site which 

was 7.99 kilometres away at Yardley Chase in St Elizabeth. 

Reynold Bent Petroglyph Cave 

Reynold Bent Cave is found to the west of Warminster Cave and is fairly well inland at a 

distance of 8.3 kilometres from the sea. This is also at a high elevation of nine hundred feet or 

277 metres above sea level. Lee studied and mapped this cave in 1970 and he described 

Reynold Bent cave as being small and low. Carved into the cave wall was a very clear petroglyph 

of a human face with the usual three holes representing eyes and mouth. This face was 

different from those found in the other caves of St Elizabeth in that there were three haloes 

above the head.  

Scattered about the floor of the cave was a small but important collection of Taino artefacts, 

including two decorated rim sherds (rims from broken pottery), one plain rim sherd, one 

decorated body sherd (pieces from the main part or body of the pottery), one plain body sherd 

and one plain griddle. The artefacts all show features which identify them as belonging to the 

White Marl culture of the Taino people who lived in Jamaica after AD 900. These may have 

been from utensils used by the Taino artists while they worked on carving this face into the 

cave. Additionally, Lee also found a shell from a large to medium sea snail known as the West 

Indian fighting conch (strombus pugilis) and three bones from a wild pig. Importantly, as with 

other discoveries of bones from the wild pig, this find at Reynold Bent Cave tells us that the 
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Taino people who used this cave must have been from a generation that lived at the time of the 

early Spanish occupation as the pig was brought to the island by the Spaniards. Tainos who 

used the Reynold Bent Cave may have lived in the settlement at Yardley Chase, which, at a 

distance of 8.41 kilometres from Reynold Bent, was the nearest Taino community. 

Highlighting the Burial Caves of St Elizabeth 

Most of what we know about Taino burial caves in St Elizabeth was researched and recorded by 

archaeologist James William Lee. Of the fifteen caves (listed earlier), which Lee identified as 

Taino burial caves in the parish, there were eleven caves in which Lee found no skeletal 

remains. However, based on reports made by earlier archaeologists or by owners of lands on 

which the caves were located, Lee was able to conclude that these eleven caves (briefly 

described here) were either known or suspected to have been used by the Tainos for burials. 

There were at least three Taino sites at Bull Savannah in the parish, with one midden site 

(discussed previously) and two burial caves.  

Bull Savannah 1, located at an elevation of 675 feet or 208 metres above sea level and 0.8 

kilometres from the sea, was one of the caves where Lee found no human remains in 1967, but 

nevertheless classified it as a burial cave based on other evidence. Located in the same vicinity 

as the Bull Savannah sites, Breadnut Wood 2 was right next to Breadnut Wood 1, an important 

burial cave. Breadnut Wood 2 was 650 feet or two hundred metres above sea level and at a 

distance of 0.7 kilometres from the sea. As with Bull Savannah 1, no human skeletal remains 

were found by Lee at Breadnut Wood 2, which was nevertheless identified as a Taino burial 

cave based on other evidence. Also among the eleven caves without skeletal remains in 1967 

was Dildo Point Cave, located at 325 feet above sea level and very close to the sea at Yardley 

Chase. Simeon Genus burial cave, located in the Links Hill area, about 750 feet or 231 metres 

above sea level and fairly far inland at a distance of 8.6 kilometres from the sea, contained no 

human remains when it was mapped by Lee in 1970.  

Boy Hole Cave, located at a very low elevation of eighty feet or twenty five metres above sea 

level was also in this group of eleven caves. Money Cave, located slightly south east of Boy Hole 

Cave in the general vicinity of Malvern, was also believed to have contained Taino remains at 

one point, but there were none in 1964 when Lee carried out his survey. Located on the Great 

Pedro Bluff, overlooking Great Pedro Bay, were two other known or suspected Taino burial 

caves. These were Pedro Bluff A and Pedro Bluff B. An earlier report by an archaeologist, 

Duerden, in 1897, had indicated that three or four skulls had been found at Pedro Bluff A in the 

later nineteenth century. However, neither cave had any human remains when they were 

explored by Lee in 1967. Parchment Cave, located to the north of the Pedro Bluff Caves, 

showed no signs of human remains in 1967, but Lee reported that in the 1940s, the owner of 

the land on which Parchment Cave was located had removed skeletal remains from the cave. 
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Neither Peru Cave (near to Mitchum in the Peru district) nor .ŀƭƭŀǊŘΩǎ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ н had any human 

remains when these were explored by Lee between 1967 and 1968, although there had been 

ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōƻƴŜǎ ŀǘ .ŀƭƭŀǊŘΩǎ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ нΦ 

Taino Remains Recovered From Four Burial Caves in St Elizabeth! 

There were four caves in which Lee found substantial evidence of Taino burials. These cave 

sites were Baalbec, Bull Savannah 2, Breadnut Wood 1 and BallardΩs Valley 1.  

Baalbec Cave 

Baalbec Cave is found in the general area of Nain on the eastern side of St Elizabeth. The cave is 

located at 750 feet or 231 metres above sea level and quite a bit inland, at 13.2 kilometres from 

the sea. This cave was discovered during construction work in the area and was mapped by Lee 

in 1967. Fragments of human skeletal remains were found by Lee at Baalbec, and these were 

confirmed to be those of Taino people of the Redware culture, who were in Jamaica before AD 

900. Pieces of a shallow Redware dish with turtle head designs on the handles were found near 

the skeletal remains, and this would seem to be in keeping with the Taino practice of burying 

their dead along with food for the journey to Coyaba (the afterlife). A stone celt was also found 

in the cave. 

Bull Savannah 2 

Among the cluster of Bull Savannah sites, Bull Savannah 2 is the most northerly and overlooks 

Little Pedro Point. This burial cave is at a very high elevation of 1,190 feet or 366 metres above 

sea level. Bull Savannah Burial Cave 2 is located at a distance of 2.3 kilometres from the sea. 

Significant evidence of Taino burials was uncovered at the site. In all, human remains of at least 

three individuals were found. Included among the remains were two human skulls, one of 

which was almost complete or intact. The forehead of this skull was artificially flattened, in 

keeping with the Taino custom. Tests results showed that the skull most likely was that of a 

male who appears to have been a young or middle-aged adult. The second skull was badly 

decomposed and damaged, and was found on the cave floor, along with a number of teeth and 

other bones. Fragments of a femur were found and tests showed that this belonged to a child, 

younger than fifteen years.  

A boat-shaped bowl with a human face engraved on the lug (flattened handle) of the bowl was 

also found. A large amount of Taino pottery fragments were found in this cave, and this is 

important because the greater number of utensils at the burial site suggests that the persons 

buried here may have been of higher rank or status in their community. This also shows the 

ceremonial importance of burying the Taino dead with food to accompany them on the journey 

to the afterlife. 
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Breadnut Wood Burial Cave 1 

Breadnut Wood burial cave is located in the same general area as the Bull Savannah sites, 

overlooking Little Pedro Point. The cave is found at a fair elevation of 650 feet or 200 metres 

above sea level and at a distance of 0.7 kilometres from the sea. When Lee investigated 

Breadnut Wood cave in 1968, he found six human bones belonging to two individuals, one an 

adult and the other, a juvenile. Carbon dating tests done on the bones showed that the remains 

date back to the time of Taino occupation of the area. Moreover, the pottery fragments found 

alongside the bones were all identified as parts of utensils used by the Taino peoples of the 

White Marl culture who were in Jamaica after AD 900.  

As with Bull Savannah 2, the amount of Taino artefacts found in Breadnut Wood 1 was 

considerable. These included twenty eight pieces from the body of the pottery (body sherds) 

and nine pieces from the rims of the pottery (rim sherds). Interestingly, five plain griddles used 

for baking cassava bread (bammies) were also found along with the bones, perhaps suggesting 

the importance of cassava bread for the journey to Coyaba (the afterlife). Six animal bones, 

including a rib from the West Indian manatee or sea cow and a skull from the hutia also point to 

the importance of the animals which the Taino included in their diet. 

.ŀƭƭŀǊŘΩǎ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ Burial Cave 1 

hŦ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǳǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ¢ŀƛƴƻ ōǳǊƛŀƭ ŎŀǾŜǎ ƛƴ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΣ .ŀƭƭŀǊŘΩǎ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ .ǳǊƛŀƭ /ŀǾŜ is important 

as the source of the largest recovery of human (Taino) remains in the parish. The Tainos whose 

ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ .ŀƭƭŀǊŘΩǎ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ /ŀǾŜ м ǿŜre also among the White Marl culture which 

lived in the area after AD 900. This burial cave is situated west of the Bull Savannah sites and 

also overlooks Little Pedro Point. The cave is at a fairly high elevation of one thousand feet or 

308 metres above sea level and at a distance of one kilometre from the sea. When Lee 

investigated the cave in 1968, he found at least four skeletons and possibly more bones 

belonging to other skeletons. Additionally, Lee recovered a flattened skull (in keeping with the 

Taino practice of flattening the forehead), two lower jawbones and a number of teeth at the 

burial site. A large collection of pottery fragments (some fairly large), including thirty nine 

pieces from the body of the pottery (body sherds) and two pieces from the rims of the pottery 

(rim sherds) were found at the location, again reflecting the Taino belief in burying their dead 

with food and drink to accompany them to Coyaba. 

 

/ƻƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΥ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ¢ŀƛƴƻ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ 9ƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ 

As seen in the foregoing discussion, St Elizabeth is rich in Taino sites which, along with sites 

across the rest of the island, have contributed to an amazing cultural legacy left to us by the 
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first Jamaicans, the Tainos. Yet, as Andrea Richards has pointed out (see footnote 3), many 

Taino sites across Jamaica have been destroyed by decades of infrastructural growth and land-

based development such as highway and housing construction, as well as farming, and the 

surviving sites are endangered by development plans across the island. Sheer vandalism over 

many years has also left a trail of destruction in these sites. In other cases, the forces of nature, 

such as wave erosion, have increased the risk of losses at some coastal locations. The Taino 

sites of St Elizabeth have not escaped these dangers, especially as many of the coastal sites are 

in the direct path of development plans along the south coast of Jamaica.  

According to data provided by the Jamaica National Heritage Trust (JNHT), of the thirty seven 

recorded Taino sites in St Elizabeth, two have already been lost to infrastructural development. 

The south coastal areas of the parish, particularly the Treasure Beach area, are threatened by 

housing developments, while extensive farming projects have affected or will affect Taino sites 

at Bull Savannah. Wave erosion has also adversely affected the Taino midden site at Long Acre 

in St Elizabeth. Nevertheless, organisations, such as the JNHT, which are responsible for the 

safeguarding ƻŦ WŀƳŀƛŎŀΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ heritage have, over time, acted to investigate island-wide 

sites endangered by these forces and have, wherever possible, taken steps to record, retrieve 

and protect artefacts from some of these sites. The challenges will continue, but so will the 

efforts to protect and preserve. 3  

 

THE FOUNDATION YEARS: THE SPANIARDS AND ST ELIZABETH 

¢ƘŜ {ǇŀƴƛŀǊŘǎΩ CƛǊǎǘ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻŀǎǘ ƻŦ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ 

It was during the second voyage in 1494 that Christopher Columbus and the Spaniards first 

made contact with the St Elizabeth coast. After returning to Montego Bay from Cuba in July 

1494, Columbus then sailed around the western and southern coasts of the island, slowly 

navigating the south coast, including the St Elizabeth coast, from the 1st to the 18th of August, 

1494. From the previous section, we know that the Tainos had many settlements right along 

the coast of St Elizabeth. 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƘƻǎǘƛƭŜ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ŀƛƴƻǎ ŀǘ {ŀƴǘŀ DƭƻǊƛŀ ό{ǘ !ƴƴΩǎ 

Bay) and Rio Bueno (Trelawny), Columbus reported that as he sailed along the west and south 

coasts, Tainos greeted him everywhere in a friendly way. 

We have no evidence to suggest that Columbus named any of the bays or coastal places in St 

Elizabeth during this journey in August, 1494, and it is more likely that the Spanish imprint on St 

Elizabeth did not occur until they settled the island. However, in the days that they spent sailing 

along the St Elizabeth coast, the Spaniards and Columbus must have made several brief stops 

along the way. ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎΩ ǎƻƴ, who 

remarked that his father found the coast densely populated with welcoming (smiling) people 
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and the land green and abundant with food. From reports by the Spaniards, it is also very likely 

that the Tainos who lived in the many seaside communities along the St Elizabeth coast, 

brought food out by canoes to greet the Spaniards. During the remaining days of August 1494, 

Columbus continued his voyage along the south coast of the island, passing what is now St 

Catherine, and then, by the end of August, reaching Morant Point, from where the Spaniards 

sailed on to Santo Domingo. Columbus did not return to the St Elizabeth coast on subsequent 

voyages. 

The Spaniards in St Elizabeth: Settlements and Economic Activities 

.ȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎΩ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǾƻȅŀƎŜΣ YƛƴƎ CŜǊŘƛƴŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ vǳŜŜƴ LǎŀōŜƭƭŀ ƘŀŘ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ 

Jamaica for Spain. The Spaniards established the first centre of government at Sevilla La Nueva 

όbŜǿ {ŜǾƛƭƭŜύ ƛƴ {ǘ !ƴƴΩǎ .ŀȅ, but by 1534, they had relocated their capital to Villa de la Vega 

(Spanish Town) on the south coast. Although Spanish Town was the all-important centre of 

Spanish administration of Jamaica, the parish of St Elizabeth soon became a place of interest for 

Spaniards seeking to make a living from the land, largely through cattle ranching and farming. 

This was especially so after it became clear that Jamaica had very little, if anything to offer the 

Spaniards in terms of mineral wealth.  

From 1494 onwards, the Spaniards brought cattle, pigs and other animals to the island and for 

the most part, these animals were left to roam, graze and multiply so as to provide a ready 

source of meat for the settlers. Raising cattle was an important economic activity in Spain, and 

it is not surprising that the Spaniards would wish to transfer this activity to parts of Jamaica 

which had an abundance of grassy plains on which to graze their animals. Before long, Spanish 

settlers in St Elizabeth began to emphasise the raising of cattle as their main means of making a 

living. 

The Great Cattle Ranches (Hatos) of St Elizabeth up to 1655 

Cattle in St Elizabeth originally came from the first animals brought into the island by two early 

Spanish governors, Esquivel and Francisco de Garay. At first, the cattle were left to roam free, 

graze and multiply on the large plains and savannahs (sabanas) of the southern parishes like St 

Elizabeth. However, the Spaniards soon adopted a more organised approach to cattle rearing 

because of WŀƳŀƛŎŀΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘhe crossroads of the Caribbean and the profits they could 

make from supplying beef, hides and tallow (fat of cattle used to make candles and soap) to 

Spanish fleets sailing to and from the Caribbean. Spanish settlers, therefore, transferred the 

practice long followed in Spain of enclosing or fencing in large expanses of grazing land along 

with vast herds of cattle. This marked the introduction of the large cattle estates or ranches 

which the Spaniards called hatos, into St Elizabeth and other southern parishes. 
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These large cattle ranches (hatos) were spread out in the part of St Elizabeth which is today 

known as the Pedro Plains. Although the name Pedro is of Spanish origin, the Spaniards did not 

apply this name (Pedro) to the area but instead used the name Pereda. The largest Spanish 

cattle ranch was called Hato Pereda, and when the English took control of the island, this area 

later became known as the Pedro Plains.  As will be seen shortly, several places in St Elizabeth 

bearing the name Pedro were originally named Pereda by the Spaniards.  

Another Spanish cattle ranch of great significance in St Elizabeth was the Hato Caobana, a very 

large and fortified cattle estate on the banks of the Black River.  Hato Caobana became the area 

later known as Black River under English rule. As will be seen shortly, Hato Caobana became an 

important staging ground for Spanish resistance fighters after the English invaded Jamaica in 

1655. These hatos were not only enclosed cattle ranches, but the Spaniards also raised horses, 

donkeys and mules on these estates. Importantly, the great hatos of St Elizabeth also supplied 

Spanish ships with horses and draft animals, such as the donkeys and mules which were used in 

the transportation (mule trains) of bags of gold and silver from the mines of Mexico and Peru to 

the Spanish ships waiting on the coast.  

Hatos were also self-contained settlements in themselves. The wealthier Spaniards built their 

houses on these hatos and also had fortifications from which they could try to defend 

ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ {ǇŀƛƴΩǎ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎΦ This was all the more 

ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ōŀȅǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ Ŏƻŀǎǘ, which could prove 

attractive to other Europeans wishing to attack and Spanish settlers and ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ {ǇŀƛƴΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ 

to Jamaica.  

Spanish Settlement at Parrotee Bay (Palleta or Parattee Bay) 

However, there were also isolated smaller settlements outside of the hatos. A few Spaniards 

lived in simple dwellings along the banks of the Black River (Rio Caobana) and at a small village 

located at Parattee Bay, an area known today as Parrotee Bay. The Spaniards named this 

settlement Palleta or Parattee Bay, a name which still exists today, with minor changes in 

spelling. Little is known of the settlement during Spanish times. During the period of Spanish 

resistance to the English invasion, the settlement at Parattee Bay was totally destroyed by 

Colonel DΩhȅƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΦ 

 

Other Economic Activities in Spanish St Elizabeth 

Some Spanish settlers along the south coast of St Elizabeth adopted the Taino practice of 

weaving the cotton that grew in the area into cloth. Governor Esquivel encouraged the 

establishment of cotton farms in several parts of the island, including St Elizabeth. As a result, a 
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small textile industry developed, using Taino female labour to make cotton cloth, shirts and 

hammocks, which were then exported to Cuba and Tierra Firme (Central America). In exchange, 

the Spanish settlers got wine, vinegar, linen and other goods from Castile in Spain. The hides 

and tallow from the cattle industry were also exported.  

They also exported wood from the variety of trees that grew in abundance throughout the 

parish and in other parts of Jamaica. Mahogany trees grew along the banks of the Black River 

and Mahogany wood (known as Spanish Mahogany), as well as Brazil wood and Ebony wood, 

were in great demand in Spain for the ship-building industry. Mahogany exports from St 

Elizabeth, in particular, proved very valuable to Spain. As will be seen shortly, Mahogany trees 

also played a role in the original Spanish name for Black River, Rio Caobana.  

Making use of the Taino crop, the cassava, the Spaniards also established cassava farms in St 

Elizabeth and elsewhere. Cassava was exported each year to places such as Nombre de Dios in 

Panama. Pimento, known then as Jamaican pepper, was also grown and exported for use as a 

spice in seasoning and preserving foods. Sugar cane was grown on a very small scale. The cacao 

tree which produced cocoa beans was indigenous to Jamaica, and the Spaniards in St Elizabeth 

encouraged the cultivation of these cacao trees on a small scale. Cocoa beans were used by the 

Spaniards to make cocoa and chocolate beverages and once cocoa was introduced to the 

Spanish crown, cocoa became an important item exported (in small quantities at first) from 

Jamaica.  

These trees were grown in clusters known as cocoaςwalks, and the Spanish governor was 

reported to have owned a cocoa-walk with twelve thousand trees in the vicinity of Guanaboa 

Vale in St Catherine. It is likely that in St Elizabeth, the cocoa-walks were located near the coast 

in the vicinity of present-day Black River. The Spanish interest in cocoa and chocolate may have 

influenced the Spanish name, Chocalata Bay, which was given to one of the bays to the west of 

Black River. This interest in cocoa and chocolate may also explain the Spanish name, Chocolata 

Ridge, which is found near Bull Savanna in the south-eastern end of the parish.  Interestingly, 

the Spanish influence in the savannah regions of south east St Elizabeth is captured in the place 

name, Spanish Quarters, which is near to Labour in Vain Savannah. 

As the Spaniards advanced into the lands of South and Central America, the tremendous wealth 

that they gained from the gold and silver from these areas eventually greatly overshadowed the 

value of exports from her Caribbean possessions like Jamaica. Gradually, ships from Spain came 

to the island less often and this affected the trade and the settlers themselves. As they waited 

for a ship to arrive, Spanish settlers found that the hides sometimes rotted and the woods 

became infested with termites. Their livelihood was therefore reduced, and when a Spanish 

ship did arrive with manufactured goods that the settlers needed, they found the prices too 

high to afford. Settlers eventually turned to illegal traders from other European countries 
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ό{ǇŀƛƴΩs rivals) to supply them with basic commodƛǘƛŜǎΦ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 

many undefended bays and inlets from which these rivals of Spain could carry on their 

ǎƳǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ мсррΣ {ǇŀƛƴΩǎ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘ ƻŦ WŀƳŀƛŎŀ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘǊƛƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

both the Spanish crown and the settlers themselves. 

The Spanish Imprint and Legacy in St Elizabeth 

The large plains and savannahs (sabanas) of St Elizabeth no doubt provided the ideal conditions 

for the growth of the cattle industry in the parish. Nevertheless, the fact that the Spaniards 

introduced the rearing of cattle, horses, mules and donkeys on a large scale in St Elizabeth left a 

legacy of livestock farming that shaped the history and economy of the parish long after the 

{ǇŀƴƛŀǊŘǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘŜŘ WŀƳŀƛŎŀΩǎ ǎƘƻǊŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƭŜgacy that continues in the parish to 

this day. Also, the {ǇŀƴƛŀǊŘǎΩ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ Ŧƻr valuable exports 

of wood started a tradition which, under English rule, blossomed into the lucrative logwood 

trade, which would help to shape fortunes and transform towns such as Black River.   

Some place names in St Elizabeth still reflect the Spanish influence, although most of the 

Spanish words became anglicized after the English took over Jamaica. Some names given by 

Spain were actually Portuguese in origin, and this was a reflection of the links which both 

countries shared in their history. A good example of this is the Portuguese Luana, a name given 

to Luana Point and Luana Bay.  

{ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƘŀǾŜ άtŜŘǊƻέ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀƳŜǎΦ άPedroέ ƛǎ {Ǉŀƴƛǎh for Peter, 

but the interesting thing is that of all the many places in the parish which presently have the 

ǿƻǊŘ άtŜŘǊƻέ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀƳŜǎΣ ƴƻƴŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ άtŜŘǊƻέ ōȅ the Spaniards while they 

were in St Elizabeth. Instead, the Spaniards gave the name άtŜǊŜŘŀέ to all these places. So for 

example, Punta de Pereda became Pedro Point under English rule, the Hato Pereda became 

Pedro Plains and Puerto de Pereda became Pedro Bay (Great Pedro Bay as well as Little Pedro 

Bay). Pereda was a family name belonging to several Spanish families of high rank who lived in 

Castile at the time. Perhaps the name Pereda was used for these places in St Elizabeth by a 

Spaniard who may have been connected to the Pereda family. We know that when the English 

ǘƻƻƪ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ WŀƳŀƛŎŀΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ άtŜǊŜŘŀέ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ŀƭǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ, and the Spanish name for 

Peter, άtŜŘǊƻέ όŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘύ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 

rulers. Interestingly, the English were still helping to acknowledge the Spanish cultural influence 

in St Elizabeth when they chose to substitute Pedro for Pereda.  

Other place names in St Elizabeth which reflect a Spanish influence include Santa Cruz, which is 

the name of the mountain range, the Santa Cruz Mountains and the town of Santa Cruz. The 

Spanish name for the mountains was Las Montes de la Santa Cruce. It is quite possible that the 

Catholic Spanish settlers gave this name, Las Montes de la Santa Cruce (Santa Cruz Holy Cross) 
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to this mountain range because they may have observed that running in the centre of the 

parish from north to south, the Santa Cruz Mountain was like the centre of the cross. They may 

also have noticed that the mountain to the west (later called the Lacovia Mountains) and the 

mountain to the east (later, the Nassau Mountains) were like the arms of the cross.  A town was 

later established by the English in the foothills of the Santa Cruz Mountains and they named it 

Santa Cruz after the nearby mountain range. Importantly, this place name remains as a 

constant reminder of the Spanish influence on the parish.  

Apart from these examples, most Spanish names for places in St Elizabeth disappeared 

altogether once the English took control or they were absorbed into anglicized versions of the 

original Spanish name. A good example of this is Lacovia, the name given to one of the main 

towns built by the English. There are at least two explanations of how Lacovia got its name, but 

importantly, both explanations trace the name back to Spanish words. Edward Long, writing in 

1777, traced the name Lacovia to an English corruption of the Spanish words la-agua-via (the 

watery way) or the Spanish words lago-via (the way by the lake). He went on to suggest that 

the Spaniards may have given these names to the general area where the English later built the 

town because the area was very low and flat and sometimes was flooded by water from the 

nearby morass.  

The second explanation also links the name Lacovia to a Spanish word la caoba, which means 

mahogany tree. The Spanish word caobana also means mahogany. Caoba was also the Taino 

word for mahogany. As seen earlier, mahogany trees growing in the area had formed the basis 

of a thriving export of mahogany wood by the Spaniards. WŀƳŀƛŎŀΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ ǊƛǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ 

Black River (in Spanish, El Rio Negro) may have been given that name by the Spaniards, but it is 

more likely that the Spaniards named the river Rio Caobana (Mahogany River) after the 

abundance of mahogany trees which they found growing along the banks of the river. 

Interestingly, it was the decayed leaves falling from these mahogany trees into the river that 

gave the riverbed that dark appearance which later led the English to attach the name Black 

River to this famous body of water. Although this name Caobana was important to the Spanish 

settlers (Hato Caobana and Rio Caobana) it has completely disappeared from usage in the place 

names of St Elizabeth.  

As seen earlier, other names given by the Spaniards to places in St Elizabeth were also linked to 

their economic activities in the parish. So, for example, Chocolata Bay and Chocolata Ridge 

were linked to the Spanish interest in the cultivation of cocoa trees along the coastal areas of 

Black River. Their main economic activity in the parish, cattle rearing, influenced the Spaniards 

to name the area near to Black River Harbour, Valle de las Vacas which meant Valley of the 

Cows. With the passing of time, this name became corrupted into the present name of 
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Wallywash. The name given to the early Spanish settlement, Palleta and then Parattee Bay, still 

survives today in the form of Parrotee Bay. 

The Importance of St Elizabeth in the Spanish Resistance to the English Invasion of Jamaica, 

1655-1660: The Battle of Caobana 

After the English invasion of Jamaica in 1655, a prolonged guerrilla-type resistance was 

mounted over five years, by WŀƳŀƛŎŀΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΣ 5ƻƴ /Ǌƛǎǘƻōŀƭ !ǊƴŀƭŘƻ ŘŜ ¸sassi, 

along with forces loyal to him, including freed slaves led by Juan Lubolo (Juan de Bolas). At first, 

Ysassi and his forces had set up their headquarters at present-day Old Harbour, from where 

they launched sporadic attacks on the English forces which had taken up positions in the old 

Spanish capital, Villa de La Vega. CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ¸ǎŀǎǎƛΩǎ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǿŜǎǘǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ WŀƳŀƛŎŀΩǎ 

south coast, ambushing and killing English soldiers wherever they encountered them. By the 

later part of 1655, Ysassi and his guerrillas arrived in what is now St Elizabeth, where Ysassi set 

up his headquarters in the Santa Cruz Mountains. Vast herds of cattle on the St Elizabeth Plains 

provided a ready food source for the resisting Spaniards. They were determined to regain 

control of Jamaica, but to do so they needed reinforcements of men and military supplies. 

¸ǎŀǎǎƛΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ƻŦ /ŀǊǘŀƎŜƴŀΣ 5ƻƴ tŜŘǊƻ ½ŀǇŀǘŀΣ ǘƻ 

land men and reinforcements along the south coast, at Puerto de Pereda (Great Pedro Bay). 

¸ǎŀǎǎƛ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭŜǊǘ ½ŀǇŀǘŀΩǎ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŜȄŀŎǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ DǊŜŀǘ tŜŘǊƻ .ŀȅ ōȅ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ 

two sets of smoke signals from the beach. The expected help from Zapata did not arrive until 

October, 1655. Before then, the English forces had arrived in St Elizabeth. An attempt by the 

English soldiers to take control of Rio Caobana (the Black River) was initially defeated by Ysassi 

and his men. The resistance forces led by Ysassi, retreated to Hato Caobana, where they 

prepared for the coming battle. 

The Battle of Caobana (The Battle of Black River) 

The final defeat of the Spaniards by the English forces is often associated with the two last 

ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ƻƴ WŀƳŀƛŎŀΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ŀǘ Las Chorreras (Ocho Rios) in 

October, 1657 and at Rio Nuevo in June 1658. However, the very first significant battle was the 

Battle of Caobana, which took place at the Hato Caobana in ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Black River area of St 

Elizabeth in late 1655. The Hato Caobana was heavily fortified and the Spanish resistance took 

up their positions, both inside the ranch and along the banks of the Black River. Today, most 

persons refer to this conflict as the Battle of Black River. Inside the Hato were several priests 

who had accompanied the Spaniards, looking after their spiritual welfare and trying to boost 

their morale. In advance of the expected battle, several Spanish women and their families from 

surrounding settlements in St Elizabeth had taken shelter at Hato Caobana. 
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In a battle which lasted over five days, the Spaniards repeatedly defeated the attempts of the 

English to break down the defences of the Hato. However, the English were finally able to break 

through the Spanish defence. The Spaniards suffered many losses to the English, who also 

experienced many fatalities. Among those Spaniards who died in the battle were the Curate 

and Rector of the Catholic Church, Gabriel de Barahona and a second priest, Toribio de Llanes. 

Two of the Spanish women who had sought refuge in the Hato were taken prisoner.  

An enemy of a different sort also took a toll on the Spaniards as well as the retreating English 

soldiers. Reports described a plague of lice, ticks and mange, which sickened many and 

weakened their ability to fight. The Battle of Caobana was important because it reduced the 

numbers of Spaniards who were available to mount an effective resistance and this contributed 

to the final defeat of the Spaniards. Unable to freely hunt the cattle for food during the battle, 

they were also weakened by starvation. Low in spirit, Ysassi and the Spanish survivors finally 

received relief from Zapata in October of 1655. 

The Resistance Ends 

In the aftermath of the Battle of Caobana, the King of Spain gave orders for the governor of 

Cuba to send forces to assist the Spaniards in Jamaica. However, there were serious 

disagreements between Ysassi and the Cuban governor as to where this expeditionary force 

should land. The Cubans insisted ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ WŀƳŀƛŎŀΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŀōƭŜ 

because it was closer to Cuba. Ysassi on the other hand, had remained at his base in Santa Cruz 

and insisted that a landing on the St Elizabeth coast would be wiser because of access to cattle 

for food and horses for transport. Eventually, the decision was taken to approach the island 

with a north-coast landing. The two attempts by the Spaniards in Cuba to reinforce the 

resistance in Jamaica at Las Chorreras (Ocho Rios) in 1657 and again in 1658 at the final battle 

of Rio Nuevo ended in dismal failure. Ysassi and the surviving forces retreated to Cuba in 1660. 

The Spanish presence in St Elizabeth and the rest of Jamaica was effectively ended. 4 

 

 

THE FOUNDATION YEARS OF ST ELIZABETH:  THE ENGLISH TAKE CONTROL 

The Formation of the Parish of St Elizabeth  

The parish of St Elizabeth came into existence by 1670 and was among the second group of 

parishes created in Jamaica under English rule. These included St Elizabeth, St George, St Mary, 

St Ann and St James. By 1670, there were therefore twelve parishes, including the first seven (St 

Catherine, St John, Port Royal, Clarendon, St David, St Andrew and St Thomas) which had been 
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created by the Jamaican Assembly in 1664. Because St Elizabeth was formed under the 

governorship of Sir Thomas Modyford (1664-1671), the parish was named in honour of his wife, 

Elizabeth, Lady Modyford. 

 

Changes in the Size and Parish Boundaries of St Elizabeth over the Years 

St Elizabeth, 1670-1703 

When it was first created, St Elizabeth was much larger than it is now. This was so because in 

1670, Westmoreland did not exist and, therefore, there was no parish to the west of St 

Elizabeth. As a result, St Elizabeth occupied all of the southwestern part of the island, all the 

way to the ǘƛǇ ƻŦ WŀƳŀƛŎŀΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ǿŜǎǘ ŎƻŀǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ƛƴ мстл Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 

seen by observation of the 1671 Map of Jamaica, which had been produced as a result of a 

survey of the island ordered by Governor Modyford.  

Hanover did not exist in 1670, but St Elizabeth did not cover the area now occupied by Hanover. 

Similarly, Manchester did not exist at that time but St Elizabeth also did not cover the area now 

occupied by Manchester. Instead, the 1671 Map of Jamaica ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀǎ άǳƴƴŀƳŜŘέΦ   

This map may be viewed by visiting the website listed in endnote five. An interesting result of St 

9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǎƛȊŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ мстр ǿƘŜƴ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ǳǊƛƴŀƳ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜǘǘƭŜ 

in St Elizabeth. The area in which they settled became known as Surinam Quarters, and this 

remained part of St Elizabeth until 1703 when Westmoreland was formed and came to include 

Surinam Quarters. 

St Elizabeth: Boundary Changes in 1703 with the Formation of Westmoreland 

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǎƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ boundaries came in 1703 when the new parish of 

Westmoreland was carved out of the western side of St Elizabeth. As of that year, St Elizabeth 

lost a large part of its western side and therefore no longer stretched all the way to the tip of 

the southwest coast of Jamaica. This major change was brought about by a law passed in 1703, 

known as the Island Act for Dividing the Parish of St Elizabeth into Two Parishes. This Act 

divided the large parish of St Elizabeth into two parishes, St Elizabeth and Westmoreland (to 

the west of St Elizabeth). The Law set out the new boundary line on the western side of St 

Elizabeth which separated the parish from the newly created Westmoreland. According to the 

1703 Act, the boundary line separating Westmoreland from St Elizabeth was to begin in the 

south άŀǘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ Ŏŀƭƭed and known by the name of ScotǘΩǎ /ƻǾŜΣ ƛƴ {ȅǊŀƴŀƳ όǎƛŎύ 

(Surinam) vǳŀǊǘŜǊǎέ. The boundary line was to run in a north-east direction.  
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9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ /ƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŜŀǎǘǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŦ 

Clarendon would make up the separate parish of St Elizabeth. Everything to the west of the line 

(includƛƴƎ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ /ƻǾŜύ would make up the new and separate parish called Westmoreland. An 

important result of this 1703 Act was to extend the size of St Elizabeth all the way eastwards to 

the boundary with the parish of Clarendon. Therefore, all of the land shown on the 1671 Map 

ŀǎ άǳƴƴŀƳŜŘέ όǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ōŜŎƻƳŜ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊύ ƴƻǿ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ŦƻǊ 

the first time. Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ мтло !Ŏǘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǎƛȊŜ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǎƛŘŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ 

enlarging the parish on the eastern side all the way back to the boundary with Clarendon. 

St Elizabeth: Boundary Changes in 1739 

In 1739, the boundary on the eastern side of St Elizabeth underwent further changes. Before 

мтофΣ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ, and the 

Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǊŀƴƎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŦ 

Clarendon. In 1739, the LǎƭŀƴŘ !Ŏǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ tŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

Parish of Vere was passed. Vere was a new parish which had been carved out of the southern 

part of Clarendon.  St Elizabeth lost all those ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ aountains which 

stretched from the north eastern section of the parish all the way south to Alligator Pond Bay. 

This mountain range now became part of Vere. The ƴŜǿ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ƭƛƴŜ ƻƴ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ 

side ended in the south at Alligator Pond, which remained part of St Elizabeth.  

St Elizabeth: Final Boundary Changes in 1814 with the Creation of Manchester 

In 1814, the new parish of Manchester was created out of the hilly districts of the three 

parishes of St Elizabeth, Vere and Clarendon. This change was made by the Island Act of 

December 22, 1814 (Geo. 111, C. 23). By the terms of this Act, St Elizabeth lost more of the hilly 

areas in the eastern section of the parish to Manchester, including the May Day Mountains, a 

small section of which had been part of eastern St Elizabeth before 1814 and the Don Figuerero 

(Figueroa) Mountains. The boundary line separating St Elizabeth from Manchester was ordered 

ŘǊŀǿƴ ƻƴ WŀƳŜǎ wƻōŜǊǘǎƻƴΩǎ 1804 Map of the County of Cornwall. This boundary line 

separating St Elizabeth from Manchester ran from the riverhead at Alligator Pond in the 

extreme south of St Elizabeth, onwards to Gutters and to the lookout and then on to the 

westernmost part (sink) ƻŦ IŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ wƛǾŜǊΦ All areas east of this line, including Alligator Pond and 

Gutters, remained part of the reduced parish of St Elizabeth by 1814. 5 

After the Boundary Changes: A Glimpse at the Main Features of St Elizabeth 

Coastal Place Names After 1814 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ мумпΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ŎƻŀǎǘƭƛƴŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

part until today, with the addition of a few names, such as Treasure Beach, in later years. 
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Moving eastwards from the western ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ŀǘ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ /ƻǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

names are Luana Point, then Luana Bay (both reflecting the Portuguese influence in Spanish 

place names during the fifteenth century). Bush Point, the next coastal landmark, may have 

been named for the overgrowth of vegetation in that area, while Chocolata Bay, as shown 

earlier, pointed to the Spanish love for cocoa and chocolate. Continuing eastwards along the 

coast, the next major landmark is Black River Harbour where the Black River has its mouth. The 

English settlers in the parish gave this name to the river because the dark brown colouring of 

the decayed plant material (peat) that lay in the riverbed gave the otherwise clear water, a dark 

appearance. Parottee Bay, the next point along the coast, is the English version of the name 

Palleta, which the Spaniards gave to their settlement there.  

Walde Vaca Morass, next along the coast, was originally Valle de las Vacas, an indication of the 

Spanish emphasis on cattle ranching on the surrounding plains. Except for a thin layer of clay 

loam, the land in the south western parts of the parish, such as the Pedro Plains, consists of red 

clay, which is not fertile soil. This, along with the fact that this part of St Elizabeth is prone to 

long, dry spells, contributed to a very poor yield of crops from the earliest period of settlement. 

No doubt, periods of food shortage in the area would have influenced the name given by the 

English to the next coastal landmark, which is Starve-Gut Bay. As seen earlier, the Spanish 

influence is found in the many places in this area bearing the name Pedro which originally had 

the name PeredaΦ CǊŜƴŎƘƳŀƴΩǎ .ŀȅΣ ǎƻ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ had its 

origin in the illegal trade carried out by the French in this sheltered bay. The extensive 

savannahs along the south eastern coastal area and the livestock industry which the English 

settlers continued here influenced the naming of Bull Savannah. Alligator Pond River, which 

empties into Alligator Pond Bay and forms the eastern boundary with Manchester, reflect the 

connection to the wildlife in the area. 

 

Some Interesting Features of St Elizabeth 

Geographical features of St Elizabeth vary from place to place in the parish, and this important 

fact shaped the activities of the people who came to settle and the way in which the parish 

developed over time. Southern St Elizabeth is covered by extensive grassy plains (savannahs) 

which made the area, such as the Pedro Plains, very suited to the rearing of cattle, horses, 

mules, sheep and goats. So it is not surprising that the Spaniards first and then the English who 

came after them, emphasised animal rearing and the livestock pens for which this part of St 

Elizabeth became famous.  
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! ±ƛŜǿ ƻŦ .ǊŀŜΩǎ wƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ IƻǊǎŜ {ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ Courtesy of the National Library of Jamaica 

On the other hand, the southern part of the parish has always been subject to long dry spells 

and severe drought, with early settlers in the eighteenth century having to store rain water 

(when rains fell) in very early versions of water tanks (described in a later section). As seen 

earlier, the soil in this part of the parish is also not very fertile and therefore, sugar cane 

planting, for example, could not become an important part of life in southern St Elizabeth. An 

interesting place name, Labour in Vain Savannah, on the south east end of the parish, is a fitting 

description of the challenges which early settlers faced in this part of St Elizabeth. Names given 

to other savannah areas such as Horse Savannah, Burnt Savannah and Bull Savannah also 

reflected the conditions and activities that existed there.  

The main crop which was grown in this area in earlier centuries was cassava. From the middle 

of the parish moving northwards, the rich fertile soil on the banks of the Black River and the Y.S. 

River was ideal for sugar cane cultivation and agriculture in general. During the seventeenth 

and eighteenth centuries, sugar estates were concentrated in this part of the parish, including 

areas such as Black River, Lacovia and Middle Quarters. Coffee and other crops were also grown 

in the hilly areas and slopes of the main mountain ranges, the Lacovia Mountains to the west, 

Nassau Mountains to the east and the Santa Cruz Mountain, which runs from north to south. 

Like its mixture of geographical features, St Elizabeth also stands out for its variety of ethnic and 
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racial groups that came or were brought into the parish over the years, resulting in a 

considerable number of mixed and light-skinned people, for which the parish is known. 6 

The People who came: Settlement of St Elizabeth in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth 

Centuries 

By the time the English began their conquest of Jamaica in 1655, there were three groups of 

people who had been living in St Elizabeth, in addition to the Spaniards. The first of these were 

the Tainos, whose numbers had been drastically reduced to the point of disappearance as a 

result of European disease, overwork and cruel treatment endured under the Spaniards. The 

second group included Jews of Portuguese and Spanish origin, living on the island before the 

English arrived. Marriage links between the Spanish Crown and the Portuguese Royal House of 

Braganza had made it possible for Portuguese ship-builders, traders and merchants, many of 

them Jews, to settle in Spanish Jamaica. Additionally, many Spanish Jews had earlier fled to 

Portugal to escape the Spanish Inquisition (a form of religious persecution). A considerable 

number of these Spanish Jews, after agreeing to convert to Christianity, came to settle in 

Spanish Jamaica from 1530 onwards. While the Catholic Spaniards ruled Jamaica, these Jews or 

conversos, as they were known, could not openly practice their Jewish faith. However, when 

the English took over, they were welcomed by these Portuguese and Spanish Jews, and most of 

them returned to practicing their Jewish faith. One of the first Jewish settlers to own land in St 

Elizabeth after the English takeover was Moses Cardosso who acquired 500 acres on 29th 

September, 1674. Jews were to become important settlers in many of JŀƳŀƛŎŀΩǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎΣ 

including St Elizabeth. 

Africans, initially brought here through forced migration from their homes and enslaved by the 

Spaniards, were the third group of people who were living in Jamaica before the arrival of the 

English. When the English invaded Jamaica in 1655, some Spaniards freed their slaves, and 

some of the enslaved took advantage of the chaos and confusion to escape the bonds of slavery 

on the hatos by fleeing to the surrounding hills. Some of these freed slaves established their 

homes in the Cockpit Country, part of which was located in the northern section of what would 

become St Elizabeth parish. These Maroons, as they were known, were not recognised as free 

people by the new English rulers, and years of conflict resulted. Nevertheless, the Maroon 

presence in what would become St Elizabeth pre-dated the arrival of the English, and these 

Africans would eventually form the basis of the Maroon settlement of Accompong (discussed 

later).  

After taking control of Jamaica, the English effectively occupied Villa de La Vega (Spanish Town) 

and encouraged early settlements in Port Royal, St Catherine, parts of Clarendon and St 

Thomas. Gradually, the English extended their settlements all along the south coast to include 
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the newly created parish of St Elizabeth. They did so by offering land to Europeans (whites) who 

were encouraged over time to build homes, farm the land and raise their families. 

Surinam Quarters: The First English Settlement in St Elizabeth in the Seventeenth Century 

Under English rule, the earliest white settlers brought into St Elizabeth came from Surinam. 

Before 1667, Surinam was a British colony, settled by Englishmen and their families. However, 

the Dutch captured Surinam from the British in 1667, and the treaty which ended the war 

allowed the Dutch to keep Surinam in exchange for giving the colony of New Amsterdam (later 

called New York) to Britain. As a result, English families in Surinam had to be re-located. The 

decision was taken to resettle them in St Elizabeth which was in need of English settlers. The 

governor of Jamaica at the time, Lord Vaughan, was instructed to prepare for their arrival in the 

parish and to give them twice the amount of land that was usually given to settlers. Usually, 

ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ άŜǾŜǊȅ tǊƻǘŜǎǘŀƴǘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ŀŎǊŜǎ was 

to be given to each white member of the family. For each slave brought to the colony, the 

owner was to receive an additional five acres. In the case of the refugees from Surinam, 

therefore, all of these amounts were to be doubled and this was done in an effort to encourage 

settlement in St Elizabeth. In one of the largest migrations of English settlers to the parish, 

twelve hundred settlers, along with their servants and slaves, were relocated to St Elizabeth in 

1675, in an area which almost immediately became known and referred to as Surinam 

Quarters. 

Surinam Quarters was at that time (1675) located along the coast, to the northwest of Black 

River Bay. For twenty eight years, from their arrival in 1675 until 1703, these settlers and their 

families played an important part in establishing English settlement in St Elizabeth on a firm 

footing. However, as seen earlier, changes were made to the western boundary of St Elizabeth 

in 1703. In that year, Westmoreland was carved out of the western side of the then very large 

parish of St Elizabeth, and the shifting of the boundary line at that time, effectively meant that 

Surinam Quarters became a part of the newly created parish of Westmoreland. Therefore, 

Westmoreland benefitted in the long term from these settlers, but not before they and their 

families had made an important contribution to the start-up phase of English settlement in St 

Elizabeth. 

Scottish Settlement in St Elizabeth in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries 

A second group of European settlers, this time from Scotland, also made their homes in St 

Elizabeth, beginning in 1700. In that year, it became clear that an attempt by persons from 

Scotland to settle at Darien on the coast of Panama had failed miserably. Of those who survived 

the disease-infested settlement attempt, some returned to Scotland and others came to 

Jamaica, where they established settlements especially along the south coast of the island.  
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Among the survivors was Colonel John Campbell, a captain of the troops at Darien. Campbell 

and other Scots from the failed expedition arrived in Jamaica in 1700 and established 

ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŎƻŀǎǘΦ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƭŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǊǘƛƭŜ ōŀƴƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Black River where he went into sugar production and livestock rearing. Over time, his Black 

River property, which he called Hodges Pen, grew to two thousand acres. He married the 

daughter of Colonel Claiborne with whom he had several children, thereby increasing the size 

of the Campbell clan in the parish. Campbell went on to serve as the member of the House of 

Assembly for St Elizabeth and later, Custos of the parish.  

When he died in 1740, Colonel Campbell was buried on the grounds of his property at Hodges 

Pen, and the inscription on his tomb points to the fact that he was the first of the Campbell clan 

to settle in Jamaica. {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΩǎ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ (for more than three generations) 

remained in St Elizabeth after his death and contributed to the development of the Campbell 

properties in Black River. Colin Campbell, who was the eldest son of Colonel Campbell, lived in 

Black River and was appointed to the Legislative Council of Jamaica ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ 

1740. John Campbell, who was the grandson of Colonel John Campbell, remained on the family 

property at Hodges Pen and was elected as the Member of the House of Assembly for St 

Elizabeth from 1768 until 1770. 

When the British government passed a law in 1707 unifying the Parliaments of Scotland and 

England, this influenced some Scots to settle in Jamaica as they could then participate in the 

trade and commerce of the island. Many Scottish settlers who came to live in St Elizabeth were 

encouraged to do so by the networks of support and information provided by early Scottish 

settlers like Colonel John Campbell. Their numbers also increased naturally as a result of 

marriages and child-bearing. Between 1740 and 1800, the total Scottish population in St 

Elizabeth amounted to about 3.10 percent of the total population of the parish. In 1754, there 

were sixteen Scottish landowners in St Elizabeth.  

Among the other Scottish settlers and landowners in St Elizabeth in the eighteenth century 

were Alexander Forbes of Scotland who leased Aberdeen Estate (a Scottish place name which 

survives in the parish today) from 1736 to 1755. Craigie Pen, originally a livestock property, was 

owned by Hugh Wallace, another long-standing Scottish family. Aberdeen remains a permanent 

Scottish imprint on the place names in St Elizabeth today. Other members of the Campbell clan 

also settled here and owned properties, and these included Dugald Campbell and his son, John, 

who owned Dalintober Estate in the parish and Peter Campbell, who was the original owner of 

Holland sugar estate. Ben Lomond, another place name in the parish, reflects the Scottish 

influence. 7 
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Expansion of Settlements across St Elizabeth in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries 

Land Grants by Britain Lead to an Increase in Settlement of St Elizabeth 

The availability of land was a powerful attraction for persons who wanted to make a new start 

away from Europe. Land offered the opportunity to make a living from growing and producing 

goods which were in demand in Europe and which could then be exported for profit. As seen 

earlier, in the seventeenth century, the British government offered free grants of land to 

persons wishing to settle in the newly acquired colony of Jamaica. This practice of granting 

lands as an incentive for settlers continued until the end of the eighteenth century and led to a 

very successful expansion of settlements across the parish of St Elizabeth. By 1754, there were 

approximately 163 landholders in St Elizabeth, owning a total of 219,838 acres. These 

properties ranged in size from small farms of under one hundred acres to vast amounts 

exceeding sixteen thousand acres. Some of these settlers included Jacob Cole, who had seventy 

eight acres, Thomas Golding, with sixty seven acres, James Powell with 255 acres and John 

Watson with 494 acres. Among those who owned larger properties were Ezekiel and Caleb 

Dickinson, who in 1754 owned a total of 7,055 acres, including what was to become Appleton 

Estate (discussed in a later section). Caleb Dickinson would later contribute to a trust fund 

which led to the establishment of Munro College in St Elizabeth. In 1754, Samuel Foster was 

one of the largest landholders in the parish, with 11,495 acres.  

Women also owned land, sometimes as inheritance, sometimes as widows and sometimes on 

their own. Examples include Dorothy Fisher, with eighty acres, Priscilla Grey, with 780 acres and 

Catharine Smith who owned 294 acres. The Scottish settlers were well represented by 

members of the Campbell clan, such as Colin Campbell, with 1,555 acres, Dugald Campbell, with 

five hundred acres in 1754 and Duncan McCorquodale, who had started out as an overseer on a 

livestock property called Pepper Pen from 1741 to 1743 and who owned 1,350 acres by 1754. 

American Loyalists Given Land in St Elizabeth 

In 1774, the thirteen colonies of Britain in North America went to war with the British in a bid to 

gain their independence from the mother country. When the War of American Independence 

(as the war was known) ended in 1783, the victorious thirteen colonies became the United 

States of America. However, not all of the colonists had supported this war for independence 

and those who wished to remain loyal to the mother country, Britain, were known as Loyalists. 

When the war ended, these Loyalists faced an uncertain future and most wished to relocate 

themselves and their families to other British colonies where they would be safe. The British 

government began the process of offering them land in other colonies as a reward for their 

loyalty. 
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In 1783, the British government granted land in St Elizabeth to approximately 177 of these 

American Loyalists, most of who were from North and South Carolina. Some of the loyalists 

who were given land in the parish included John Atkinson, Robert Brown, Ann Burgess, James 

Carey, Alexander Cameron, Robert Craig, James Curry, Jonathan Coates, John and James 

Downie, Joel and John Evans, Colonel John Fisher, Joseph Fletcher, Robert Gray, Peter 

Hamilton, James and Moses Kirkland, John Lyon, Thomas Mellish, Peter and Daniel McNeil, 

Margaret Neil, Mrs Charlotte Pollock, John Pringle, George Ramsay, nine members of the 

Wright family, James and Elizabeth Weir, Robert Watts and George Wilkinson. Other loyalists 

with the surnames Alexander, Braidsford, Bradford, Bull, Bryan, Bethune, Brooms, Douglass, 

Davis, Finlayson, Fraser, Grant, Graham, Gordon, Greenwood, Griffiths, Hall, Hill, Knox, 

Kennedy, Lynch, McKenzie, Minot, McKay, Murray, McDonald, Martin, Nelson, Phillips, 

Robinson, Stewart, Thompson and Wallace were also given land in St Elizabeth. 8  

They Came Before the English: The Maroon Settlement at Accompong, St Elizabeth 

When the English began the conquest of Jamaica in 1655, most of the Spanish settlers freed 

their slaves before themselves fleeing to nearby Cuba. As seen earlier, some of these freed 

slaves had remained loyal to the Spaniards led by Governor Ysassi in the resistance campaign 

against the English. As the defeat of the Spaniards seemed more likely, Juan de Bolas and a 

group of freed slaves switched their allegiance to the English in 1660. However, the majority of 

the ex-slaves of the Spaniards refused to surrender to the English and remained in the 

surrounding hills and mountains, living off the countryside and maintaining their freedom. 

These freedom fighters were the early Maroons. 

By the 1670s, one group of these ex-slaves had established themselves in the Cockpit Country, 

a rugged, forested hilly terrain which was difficult to traverse, but which provided them with a 

safe haven from the English. The Cockpit Country extended into parts of three parishes, eastern 

sections of St James, western portions of Trelawny and the northern section of St Elizabeth. 

This group became known as the Leeward Maroons, as distinct from the Windward Maroons 

who had journeyed eastwards into parishes such as Portland and had established themselves 

on the northern slopes of the Blue Mountains. It was from among the Leeward Maroons that 

the community of Accompong would be formed. The Leeward Maroons were led by Cudjoe 

(Kojo) who was assisted by his brothers Johnny and Accompong.  

For many years, the Cockpit Country provided the Maroons with a safe mountain home where 

they lived and raised their families in freedom. Their numbers were constantly increased by 

slaves who escaped the surrounding plantation below and joined the Leeward Maroons. The 

English settlements below were also a source of supplies for the Maroons who periodically 

raided these areas much to the detriment of the settlers. In 1665, the English government had 

offered the Maroons land and their full freedom if they surrendered but this was refused as the 
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Maroons had always regarded themselves as free people. In the ongoing conflicts between the 

English and the Maroons, there were many unsuccessful efforts by the English to locate and 

defeat the freedom fighters, who inevitably gained the upper hand in several skirmishes with 

the English. These skirmishes were collectively known as the First Maroon War. 

How Accompong Came to Be 

Accompong in St Elizabeth was in existence as a Maroon camp long before the Treaty of 1739 

which ended the conflict between the Leeward Maroons and the English. Located at 1,409 feet 

above sea level in the rugged Cockpit Country side of northern St Elizabeth, this community was 

started as a supply base and a safe haven from which to support the freedom fight of the 

Leeward Maroons and /ǳŘƧƻŜΩǎ όKojo) brother, Accompong, was put in charge of this camp. 

Kojo, Johnny and Accompong, as well as many of the Leeward Maroons, were originally from 

the Twi-speaking people (Coromantees) of Ghana in West Africa, many of whom had been 

captured and brought to Jamaica by Portuguese slave traders who had sold them to the 

Spaniards. Accompong comes from the Twi name, Acheampong, their Supreme Being, their God 

of the Heavens and YƻƧƻΩs brother was named Accompong in honour of their God.  

The Treaty with the English was known as /ǳŘƧƻŜΩǎ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ and was signed on 1st March 1739 by 

Cudjoe, his brothers Accompong and Johnny, along with Cuffee and Quaco. This agreement 

officially recognised the Maroons as free people and, among other provisions, granted 1,500 

acres of land in St James to Cudjoe for the purpose of building a Maroon Town. This was named 

Trelawny Town after the governor of Jamaica at the time. However, this treaty did not grant 

land on which to build a Maroon Town at Accompong. This was done in a separate provision set 

out in the Act (31 Geo. 11.IX, 2). By the terms of this Act, one thousand acres of land in 

northern St Elizabeth were given to Cudjoe and his Maroons to build a second Maroon town. 

This land in northern St Elizabeth included the area where Accompong had set up the base 

camp to assist the freedom fight of the Maroons. The town of Accompong was built on the site 

of the former supply camp and Cudjoe placed his brother, Accompong, in command of the 

town, which was officially named Accompong Town after him. 

In 1795, when the Trelawny Maroons of St James came out in open rebellion against the English 

and the Second Maroon War broke out, the Maroons of Accompong Town did not participate in 

that war. When the war ended, many of the Trelawny Town Maroons were forcedly 

transported to Halifax in Nova Scotia, Canada and two years after that, they were re-settled in 

Sierra Leone. The British eventually burnt Trelawny Town to the ground, removing all prospects 

for the resurrection of this Maroon Town. After 1795, therefore, Accompong Town in St 

Elizabeth assumed even more significance as it became and still remains the only Maroon town 

in the western side of Jamaica.  
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Interestingly, the name given to a district in St Elizabeth, the District of Look Behind, located just 

east of Accompong Town, is linked to this period of skirmishes with the Maroons. During the 

First Maroon War, British troops found it extremely difficult and dangerous trying to track the 

Maroons in the heavily forested area of the Cockpit Country.  The Maroons used guerrilla 

tactics of attacking the soldiers from hidden areas along the path. Therefore, as the troops 

were riding through on horseback, the soldiers had to ride in pairs, with one facing forward and 

the other looking behind for possible Maroon attackers emerging from the bushes. 

Appropriately, the area became known as the Land of Look Behind and this place name is an 

enduring symbol of the success of the Maroons in their fight to maintain their freedom.  

Efforts by the English to defeat the Maroons and deprive them of their freedom also had a long 

term effect on the racial mixture of some of the people who have lived in St Elizabeth. In an 

effort to track down the Maroons, the English brought in a large group of Amerindians known 

as the Miskito people, from the Central American coast, where Nicaragua exists today. After the 

Maroon Wars ended, some of the Miskito Indians wished to remain in the parish, and they 

were given lands in southern St Elizabeth, especially in the Parattee area, where they 

established settlements around 1740. Over the years, they may have contributed to the racial 

blend that exists in the parish. 

A Closer Look at the Maroons of Accompong Town in 1831 

In 1788, according to a Return of Inhabitants of Jamaica (an early census), sent by the governor 

to the British government, there were 159 Maroons living in Accompong. By 1831, this number 

had increased to 282, including seventy eight men, seventy five women, fifty seven boys and 

seventy two girls, who were all living in Accompong Town in 1831. At that time, the leader of 

the Accompong Maroons was sixty-one year old Lieutenant-Colonel Andrew White. He was 

assisted by three Captains, James Rowe (sixty-one years) William Dennis Reid (fifty-five years) 

and James Dennis Foster (fifty-seven years). Additionally, there were four Lieutenants, Robert 

Reid Peate (fifty-four years) Richard Rowe (thirty years) John Reid (fifty-three years) and John 

Watson, who was forty-three years old.  

There were certain family names or surnames which were fairly common among the adult 

males who numbered seventy eight in all. There were four men with the surname Adlam, 

although none of the women or children had that name. It is quite possible that the four Adlam 

men were closely related, with fifty-four year old William Adlam being the father and twenty-

two year old John Adlam, as well as Samuel and Colin Adlam (both eighteen and possibly twins) 

being his three sons. Four men had the surname Cross, and of the four, Thomas Cross, forty-

four and Thomas Cross junior, nineteen years, were father and son. None of the women were 

named Cross, and this suggests that a few of the Maroon women of Accompong chose to 

maintain separate identities from the men who may have been their partners and fathers of 
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their children. It is clear that the Cross males fathered a fair number of children, all of whom 

ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊǎΩ ǎǳǊƴŀƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Cross children included two small boys of eight and four 

years, as well as Thomas Cross junior mentioned above. There were ten Cross girls, ranging in 

ages from two to sixteen years.

 

Maroons from Accompong Courtesy of the National Library of Jamaica 

There were four adult males with the surname Dennis, one (Barnet Dennis) being described in 

the Returns as a mulatto (having one white parent, one black parent). Joseph Dennis was 

described as a sambo (one black parent, one mulatto parent). Two women, Jane (thirty years) 

and Louisa (twenty three) carried the surname Dennis, and although we cannot be sure that 

they were married to the Dennis men, this would seem to be the case as there were four boys 

and one girl carrying the surname Dennis. Rowe was a common surname among the men 

(seven adult males having that name). Interestingly, there were also seven Rowe women along 

with seven children (four boys and three girls) bearing the name Rowe. Five Maroon men had 

the surname Peate, with one woman and four children bearing that name. Other common 

surnames shared by the men, women and children of Accompong Town included Reid, Smith, 
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Salmon, Pight, White and Wright, which was very common, with five men, twelve women, nine 

girls and seven boys bearing that surname.  

In 1831, some of the Accompong Maroons were living elsewhere on the island, and these 

included thirty five males and thirty six females. First names of almost every Maroon reflected a 

continuation of names derived from English naming practices. In 1831, there were only two 

Maroon first names which showed a connection with early Maroon heritage, and these were in 

honour of freedom fighters Nanny (an older woman of seventy seven years) and Quao (two 

young men and two small boys). Some of the Accompong Maroons, especially the leadership, 

were owners of slaves in 1831. In that year, they owned sixteen slaves, of whom seven were 

males and nine were females.  

Today, the Maroon community of Accompong Town, led by Colonel Fearon Williams, remains a 

proud testament to the history and legacy of their people. As will be seen in a later section, the 

victorious history and cultural heritage of Accompong are shared and celebrated with the public 

each year on 6th WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ό/ǳŘƧƻŜΩǎ 5ŀȅύ, when the Maroons of Accompong commemorate their 

historic journey. 9   

 

Settlement Patterns in St Elizabeth before Emancipation 

From its earliest years of existence right up to Emancipation, St Elizabeth proved very attractive 

for persons wishing to establish settlements and make a living from all the possibilities that the 

parish offered. As early as 1754, the total number of acres owned in the parish was 219, 838. 

The open, rolling grassy plains or savannahs of southern St Elizabeth provided many 

opportunities for settlers to establish prosperous livestock farms or pens on which they raised a 

variety of animals, in particular cattle and horses, for which the parish soon became famous.  

However, the very dry conditions with hardly any rainfall meant that these areas in southern St 

Elizabeth, such as the Pedro Plains, were not suited for sugar cane cultivation, which was more 

successful in the northern half of the parish. Describing the dry conditions on the plains in 1823, 

/ȅƴǊƛŎ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άƻƴƭȅ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tŜŘǊƻ tƭŀƛƴǎ ƛǎ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘŀƴƪǎΣ 

ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƴΦέ 5ŜŜǇ ƘƻƭŜǎ ƻǊ άǇƛǘǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ŘǳƎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘŀƛƴ ǎǘŀƭƪǎ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

hole and then pounded into the ground. The juice from the plantain stalks was in this way 

mixed in with the earth, making the pit solid and waterproof so that when rain did fall, the 

rainwater would be stored in the pit. To prevent the water from being evaǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΩǎ 

rays, the early settlers covered these pits with a framework of thickly plaited reeds. Ironically, 

over a century and a half later, the government of Jamaica, in November 2019, announced the 

completion of a feasibility study aimed at establishing an irrigation system to harness the water 
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of the Black River and by so doing, provide the over four thousand farmers of the Pedro Plains 

with a solution to the age old problem of no water on the land.  

Moving northwards in the parish, two of St ElizabeǘƘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƛǾŜǊǎΣ the Black River 

and the Y S River, provided soil conditions which were very suitable for the cultivation of sugar 

cane and agriculture in general. The Black River begins as an underground stream in the Cockpit 

Country and emerges in the extreme northeast end of St Elizabeth, flowing through the Upper 

Morass and down to the middle of the parish, passing near Lacovia and merges with the Y S 

River near the Middle Quarters River. From here, the Black River continues its flow in a general 

south westerly direction and empties into the harbour at Black River. 

 

The Black River, Showing Mangrove Plants at a Section of the River Courtesy of the National 

Library of Jamaica 

The Y S River rises in the extreme northwest of the parish at Ipswich, flows across the plain and 

down through the middle of the parish, through the Lower or Main Morass and merges into the 

Black River near to the Middle Quarters River.  
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Over time, the gushing water of both rivers led to the depositing of rich, dark and fertile soil on 

the lands and river banks around the paths of both rivers. The great fertility of this soil meant 

that settlers would establish their sugar estates and other properties cultivating crops, such as 

pimento, ginger and cotton, all along the banks and surrounding lands of the Black River and 

the Y S River. In the late seventeenth into the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, there 

was a large cluster of estates in this part of St Elizabeth. Of importance too, was the abundance 

of naturally growing logwood and mahogany trees, which also made the parish attractive to 

settlers seeking to engage in profitable trade. The ridges and slopes of the several mountains, 

including the Nassau, Lacovia and Santa Cruz Mountains, also encouraged coffee growing. 

Settlers came to St Elizabeth over these years not only because the land offered all of these 

diverse opportunities to make a profitable living, but also because land was accessible through 

land grants or could be bought at reasonable prices. Some also came as indentured servants, 

entering into agreements to work for persons who paid their passages here with the 

understanding that at the end of their term of service, they would be given land. To provide 

labour for all these economic activities, the settlers of St Elizabeth also used enslaved Africans, 

and this forced migration of persons to the parish had effects both on the economy and on the 

society. The Return of Inhabitants of Jamaica for 1788 shows that there were seven hundred 

white men, women and children, two thousand free coloureds and 12,800 slaves living in St 

Elizabeth, with a total population of 15,500. This excluded the 159 Maroons who were living in 

Accompong at that time.  

By 1804, settlements were spread across most parts of St Elizabeth, and these were mainly 

rural agricultural settlements on properties devoted to sugar production, livestock rearing, 

logwood and mahogany exports, as well as other farming enterprises. In addition to Accompong 

Town, by 1804, there were two main towns established in St Elizabeth, and these were Lacovia 

and Black River. The development of these two towns will be looked at in a later section. The 

following section shows the main areas in St Elizabeth where settlements were established. 

Settlements in St Elizabeth by 1763 and 1804 

Northern St Elizabeth 

!ƴ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ǊŀǎƪŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ {ƛƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ 1763 Map of the County of Cornwall, showing St 

Elizabeth, indicates that in 1763, there were only a few properties in the extreme north of the 

parish, in addition to Accompong Town. Ellerslea (by 1804, Eldersley) sugar estate lay to the 

west of Accompong Town and Aberdeen, also a sugar estate, was to the east of Accompong. 

Properties which were not sugar estates were usually identified by the surname of the owner 

who lived there, and these properties sometimes combined the growing of crops such as 



39 
 

ginger, pimento and cotton, with livestock, logwood or mahogany. Only two properties of this 

kind were in the area in 1763 and they were owned by Duffus and Lochaber.  

Forty-one years later, WŀƳŜǎ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ 1804 Map of the County of Cornwall, featuring St 

Elizabeth, showed a slight increase in the settlements in the extreme north of the parish. In 

addition to Eldersley and Aberdeen sugar estates, the area south of Accompong was home to 

properties owned by Fowlers, Shaw, Rankin, Lowe, Thornton, J. Robertson and Mure. Alexander 

Forbes, the Scottish owner of Aberdeen Estate, also had another property in the vicinity of 

Aberdeen, and so did his son, Alexander Forbes Junior.  

Northwest St Elizabeth  

On the other hand, in 1763, northwest St Elizabeth was more densely settled, with both sugar 

producing and non-sugar properties located on both sides of the Y.S. River, as owners clearly 

preferred the location for the more fertile soil on the banks of the river. Ipswich Sugar Estate 

was located near the Riverhead of the Y S River on the east bank, while Fonthill and Forrest 

Estates were closer to the western border of the parish. McLachlan, Shan, Hutchinson and 

McRonald all had non-sugar properties on the east bank of the YS. Clermont owned land to the 

north of the river, while the west bank was well populated with sugar estates, including Spring 

Garden, Springfield, Middlesex, Holland and Morse. Non-ǎǳƎŀǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ aƻǊǎŜΩǎ 

Crawl, Hebron, Lancewood, Lower Hill and Grave Vale were also on the west bank, in addition 

to those owned by Craig, Millar, Hazling and Dillengen. By 1804, there were many more 

properties in this area, including those belonging to Campbell, Gardner, Gilbert, Laird, Reynolds, 

Miller, Owen, Brown, Guthrie, Bowen, Brydon, Salmon, M. Smith, J. Smith, the Hon. C. 

Carpenter, J. Smith, Downie, Exton and three women, Mrs Farquharson, Mrs Brown and Miss 

Grant, whose properties were close to each other. 

Northeast St Elizabeth 

Moving from the centre of the parish in a north-easterly direction, there was a large cluster of 

both sugar estates and non-sugar settlements. Most of these were located on the banks of the 

Black River or within proximity to the river. The sugar estates were long-standing settlements 

and were there in 1763 as well as in 1804. These estates included Biscany, Bog, Barton Isles and 

Barton, Breadnut Valley, Luana, Vauxhall, Bagdale, Appleton, Windsor, Golden Grove, Island 

and Wallenford, the last two being close to the riverhead. Other sugar estates in the area were 

Bogue, Eden, Lancaster, ¢ǿƻ aƛƭŜ ²ƻƻŘΣ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΣ /ŀōōŀƎŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΣ 9ƭƛƳΣ aexico, Union 

and the Lower Works property, which started out as a sugar estate and then focussed on 

livestock rearing. Non-sugar properties in the area in 1763 included those belonging to E. 

Dickinson, W. Foster, W. Haughton, Foster, Allen and by 1804, Angell, McLeod, Taylor, Barham, 



40 
 

B.W. and V. Dickinson and Trenier. Also in the northeast, but closer to the border with the area 

that later became Manchester, were properties owned by Mitchell, Monteath and Salkeld. 

Cluster of Settlements near the Town of Lacovia 

Most properties here were non-sugar producing, and in 1763, included those belonging to 

McLachlan, Roach, Wright, Allen, Burt, Gill, Haughton, Foster and Dickinson. Lacovia Sugar 

Estate, Breadnut Valley, Barton and Biscany Estates were all located in the vicinity. These 

estates were still in existence in 1804, but by that time, non-sugar properties were also 

abundant in the area. Owners of some of these properties by 1804 included Sleater, Delaroche, 

Alexander, Wright, Day, Wallace, Dunkley, Gopland, Wilson, Shaw, Mrs Davis, Mrs Smalling, Mrs 

Kilburn, Dunkley and Dickinson. 

East of the Santa Cruz Mountains Going South 

By 1763, some of the settlement properties in the foothills of this area included Santa Cruz 

Park, Somerset Hall, Gilnock Hall, Northampton and Carmel as well as those owned by Brooks, 

Wharton, Wright, Powell, Blake, Chambers and Eatham. By 1804, there was a considerable 

increase in settlements owned by persons such as Coley, Graham, Montague, Newman, Adlam, 

Findlason, Murray, Mullins, Pennycook, Harriott and Lynch. Other owners included Dr D. 

Robertson, Dr J. Robertson, Taylor and Owens, C. Forbes, James, J. Wright, Joseph Brooks, R. 

Brooks, G. Brooks, T. Banton, W. Wright and Miss Walsh. 

 

Middle Quarters to the South West Coast including the Pedro Plains 

In this part of the parish, there were more non-sugar properties rather than sugar estates. This 

was so in 1763 as well as in 1804. In 1763, estates included Top Hill, Luana and Dalintober, but 

5ŀƭƛƴǘƻōŜǊΩǎ owners concentrated more on livestock than sugar as the savannahs were more 

suited to livestock. Non-sugar properties in 1763 were Lancewood, Ruggless, Dillengen, Flower 

Hill, Giddy Hall, Fyffe, Littlejohn, Thomas, Cooper, Berry and Lower Works. By 1804, Dalintober 

was still there but there were many more non-sugar properties such as those belonging to 

Myers, Fisher, Tomlinson, The Hon. G.C. Ricketts, Roach, Allwood, Pitter, Cohen, Ruggless, Miss 

Smith, Mrs Brown, Dr White, Walker, Williams and Heath. 

The Pedro Plains 

The grassy Pedro Plains were ideal for livestock rearing, and therefore all of the settlements in 

this part of the parish were connected to this form of livelihood. Because the Pedro Plains were 

so extensive, the settlements were spread out across the plain rather than clustered together. 

In 1763, settlements centred on livestock rearing were established by the Briscoes, the Spotts, 
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Blunters, Christian and Thorne. There were also settlements at New Well, Watch Well, White 

Rock Pondside, Fullerswood and Brownberry.  By 1804, the Ebanks family owned three of these 

properties, while two others were owned by James. Other properties were those belonging to 

Forbes, Ludford, Robb, Ledgister, Bennett, Forrest, Bromfield, Bent, Miss Walsh, Mrs 

Parchment, Coley, Swan, Graham, Montague, Newman and Adlam. 

Properties Near to the Town of Black River 

Even before 1763, there was a cluster of livestock pens and other properties very near to the 

small town of Black River. Some members of the Scottish Campbell family were among the 

owners in this area. Before he died in 1740, Colonel John Campbell (spoken about earlier in 

relation to Scottish settlers) also owned the livestock property known as Hodges Pen. John 

Vassal was the owner of Lower Works Pen, another livestock property near to the town. Other 

settlers included Berry and another Scottish family, the Archibaulds (Archibald). 

Southeast St Elizabeth near to the Coast 

This part of St Elizabeth was very sparsely settled by 1804, and the properties here were mainly 

concerned with livestock rearing. Settlement properties at Bull Savannah included those owned 

by Elliot, Rowe and Mushett. Closer to Alligator Pond Bay, owners included Bent, Swan and 

Miss Walsh. It is therefore clear that the spread of settlements across St Elizabeth varied 

according to the different geographical features of the several parts of the parish. However, 

despite these variations, the foregoing descriptions show that St Elizabeth was a well settled 

parish by 1804. 10  

 

Economic Activities and Impact on Landscape and Importance of St Elizabeth 

As seen earlier, the names of some of the places across St Elizabeth were directly connected to 

the period of the Spanish presence in the parish. Other place names were linked to the natural 

features such as the relative dryness of the southern plains and the extensive grasslands in the 

south of the parish. These features gave rise to names such as Burnt Savannah, Starve Gut Bay 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ άǎŀǾŀƴƴŀƘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ in southern St 

Elizabeth. However, it was the economic activities, such as sugar and coffee production, the 

logwood and mahogany trade, as well as livestock rearing, that had the greatest impact on the 

St EƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ, instilling a tradition of crop farming and animal 

husbandry that shaped the economy and fortunes of the parish until the present as St Elizabeth 

ƘƻƭŘǎ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘōŀǎƪŜǘ ǇŀǊƛǎƘέ ƻŦ WŀƳŀƛŎŀ. It was these economic activities, 

more than any other factor that also shaped the landscape in terms of the many place names 

that became a part of St Elizabeth and which remain very visible throughout the parish to this 
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day. These economic activities, by emphasising the importance of enslaved African labour, also 

influenced the racial composition, society and culture of St Elizabeth.  

 

hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ {ǳƎŀǊ 9ǎǘŀǘŜs and their Impact on the Parish 

Before Emancipation, there were approximately fifty seven sugar estates which were spread 

out in the more northerly sections of the parish on the fertile lands surrounding the Black River 

and the Y.S. River. Although the production of sugar and rum was the focus of these estates, 

their owners also engaged from time to time in exports of logwood or mahogany obtained from 

the woodlands on these properties. Several estate owners also combined sugar production with 

livestock rearing as an additional source of income, and at times focussed more on livestock 

than on sugar production. Similarly, some of the properties, which ǿŜǊŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ άtŜƴǎέ όǇƭŀŎŜǎ 

where livestock were reared) were also listed as sugar estates because from time to time they 

also produced sugar and rum. Some of the sugar estates in St Elizabeth up to Emancipation 

included Aberdeen, Appleton (both highlighted below) Bagdale, Barton Estate, Barton Isles 

Estate (both highlighted shortly) Biscany, Bogue, Casement, Craigie, Dunkley, Flower Hill, 

Golden Grove and Hampstead Plantation. Breadnut Valley Estate, located on the west bank of 

the Black River, was a fair sized sugar-producing property which gave its name to the present 

day community of Breadnut Valley in St Elizabeth.  

In many cases, as seen with Breadnut Valley, the sugar estates seem to have had an impact on 

the landscape of St Elizabeth in that communities which emerged after the estates ceased 

production sometimes continued the names of the former sugar property and kept these place 

names over the years until the present. This was the case with the 2,240-acre Cabbage Valley 

Estate which was located on the eastern side of St Elizabeth, close to the border with 

Manchester. In the eighteenth century, Cabbage Valley produced mainly sugar and logwood. 

Today, the community of Cabbage Valley is located in the same area and is mainly a community 

of dairy farmers, some of whom lease their land to cane farmers.  Carisbrook was a medium 

sized property of 1,455 acres, but had a variety of products, including sugar and rum, cattle, 

corn, yam, plantains, timber and ginger. Today, the community of Carisbrook continues in the 

same general vicinity, to the southwest of Maggotty.  Two landmarks of the present-day 

community are the Carisbrook Moravian Church and the Carisbrook Primary School.  

Dalintober was located in south western St Elizabeth, close to the border with Westmoreland 

and east of Font Hill Estate. Dalintober was a small property of 857 acres and produced some 

sugar and rum, but the focus was mainly on livestock. The community of Dalintober still exists 

in the same area, and the name also lives on in the Dalintober to Font Hill Road. Other 

properties included Eldersley, Elim (both highlighted shortly) and Emmaus Pen, which produced 
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some sugar, but emphasised livestock rearing and which has influenced the present-day name 

given to the Emmaus to Nain Main Road. Flower Hill Pen, ƛƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳŜŘ ŀ άǇŜƴέ, 

produced mainly sugar and rum from 1786 until 1803, along with cattle, logwood and cotton. 

Others were Font Hill Estate (featured shortly) and Fullerswood Pen, which produced sugar, 

rum and livestock up to the 1750s then mainly livestock after that date. Fullerswood will be 

discussed as a livestock property rather than as a sugar estate. Similarly, although Goshen and 

Longhill Pens both occasionally produced some sugar, they were major contributors to livestock 

production in St Elizabeth and will therefore be discussed in the section which looks at livestock 

properties. Holland and Ipswich Estates are highlighted shortly.  

Other sugar-producing properties in St Elizabeth included Highgate Plantation and Island Estate. 

Island Estate was a very large property of 5,011 acres which was located between Appleton and 

Aberdeen Estates. Up to 1731, Island Estate was owned by Colonel John Foster, who passed it 

on to his son, Joseph Foster Barham in 1731, and this major sugar and rum-producing estate 

remained with the Foster Barham family until Emancipation. WŀƳŜǎ wƻōŜǊǘǎƻƴΩǎ мулп aŀǇ 

shows Lacovia Plantation as being located to the north west of what was then the small town of 

Lacovia. This sugar and rum producing property most likely took its name from the town of 

Lacovia (discussed later).  The name Lacovia ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

same name and in the Lacovia Tombstones (discussed along with the town of Lacovia). Also in 

St Elizabeth were Lancaster Estate, as well as Luana Sugar Estate and the livestock property of 

Luana Pen, both of which influenced the name of the well-developed Luana Housing Scheme 

that is presently located off Brompton Road, five miles away from Black River.  Mexico Estate, 

Middlesex Pen and Middlesex Sugar Estate (different owners, both producing sugar) New 

Savannah Estate and Oxford Plantation (partly in St Elizabeth, partly in Manchester) were some 

of the other properties in St Elizabeth.  

Although it was called Pepper Pen, this large property of 4,100 acres was an important 

producer of sugar and rum between 1741 and 1761 even while it combined these with the 

rearing of livestock and exports of mahogany. From 1762 onwards, the emphasis was on 

livestock and mahogany. Pepper was owned from the outset until Emancipation by the same 

Dickinson family which owned Barton and Appleton Sugar Estates (highlighted shortly). In 1811, 

Pepper Pen had 608 enslaved persons and 1,452 livestock. The place name, Pepper, continues 
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today in the district of Pepper, which is to the south of Gutters in St Elizabeth. 

 

The Modern Pepper Post Office in the District of Pepper which was Home to Pepper Pen in Days 

Gone by Courtesy of the National Library of Jamaica 

Phantillands was a three-thousand acre property that produced sugar, rum and molasses, as 

well as livestock. A community by the same name exists in the parish today. Prospect and Long 

Hill Pen produced sugar and livestock, and the name lives on in the Prospect main road, as well 

as in the district of Prospect.  

Another estate which combined the production of sugar, rum and molasses with the rearing of 

livestock and the exports of logwood and mahogany was Salt Spring Pen/Estate. The place 

name of this property continues today in the Salt Spring community, which lies to the east of 

Crane Corner and to the north of Fullerswood and is surrounded by the Crane Road. Other 

estates included Springfield, Tennants and Thornton Estate, the last estate having its name 

ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ ¢ƘƻǊƴǘƻƴΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ¢ƻǇƘƛƭƭ tŜƴ 

(both sugar and livestock), Union Estate and Two Mile Wood.  Today, the district of Two Mile 

Wood continues the name, located in the same area as the former estate, Union Estate and 

Valley Wash/ Walley Wash, with this place name continuing today. Other properties were 

Vauxhall Estate, Vineyard Pen (alternated between livestock and sugar) Wallingford Estate 
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(sugar and rum then coffee and cattle), Waterford, Windsor Estate and Y.S. Estate which is 

featured shortly.  

 

Highlighting Some Sugar Estates and Their Impact on the Parish 

Aberdeen Estate 

Located in northern St Elizabeth and to the east of Accompong Town, Aberdeen Sugar Estate 

had important effects on the parish of St Elizabeth, which remained long after the estate had 

ceased to produce sugar. Aberdeen was an example of the early Scottish connection to the 

history of the parish. Around 1736, Alexander Forbes of Scotland leased the estate from 

Alexander McFarlane (another Scot) and named it Aberdeen after his home in Scotland. 

Alexander Forbes and his family remained in control of Aberdeen for a long while until 1782 

when it was acquired by William Mitchell and afterwards, ownership passed to Dr James Rowe 

and his family.  

From its beginnings until a few years before Emancipation, the owners of Aberdeen focussed 

on the production of sugar, rum and molasses, although from time to time, cattle were also 

reared to gain additional income and also to supply ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŦƻǊ draft animals 

(animals used to do work such as turning machinery and carrying loads).  Aberdeen used an 

animal mill to grind the sugar cane in the works yard, and a constant supply of animals was 

important for activities such as this. The enslaved population on Aberdeen was not very large, 

and by 1815, there were fifty slaves registered to the estate. Owners of Aberdeen encouraged 

the English Moravian missionaries (discussed in the section on churches and schools) to be 

active among the enslaved, Christianising them and teaching obedience to authority as a 

Christian principle.  

In the Jamaica Almanac of 1816, Aberdeen Estate was registered as belonging to the estate of 

the deceased owner, James Rowe and an interesting note attached indicated that the slaves 

had been sold and removed from that property. For the remaining period right up to 

Emancipation, there was no mention of Aberdeen in the subsequent Almanacs or in any 

records of sugar production. This, together with the final sale of all remaining slaves on the 

ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ōȅ мумсΣ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ !ōŜǊŘŜŜƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǳƎŀǊ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻǾŜǊ ōȅ ǘƘŀǘ 

year. bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ !ōŜǊŘŜŜƴΩǎ ǇǊŜ-Emancipation history still exist today. Ruins of 

the eighteenth-century Aberdeen Great House, although abandoned and in a poor condition, 

are still visible and so are portions of the sugar works (factory). A section of the boiling house 

remains and the outline of the old animal mill can still be seen. Although archaeologists from 

the Jamaica National Heritage Trust (JNHT) had not confirmed the reports in 2009, persons 
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ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ WbI¢Ωǎ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ a wooded area on the property, covered by 

vegetation, was also the site of the slave burial ground for those enslaved on Aberdeen Estate. 

As will be seen in the section which deals with St Elizabeth in the period after Emancipation, 

Aberdeen would later become associated with the formation of free villages in the parish. 

However, the most enduring impact of Aberdeen is seen on the modern landscape and place 

names which continue to this day, to reflect the connection to Aberdeen of old. In the same 

general vicinity of the old Aberdeen Estate, there is today, the district of Aberdeen, with its 

infrastructure bearing the name of Aberdeen. For example, there is the Aberdeen All Age 

School and the Aberdeen Junior High School. This continuity may very well indicate a closer 

connection to the Free Village of Aberdeen than to the estate of Aberdeen as some of the 

descendants of the free villagers would no doubt still live in the area. The cultural influence of 

the Moravian Church, which was first evident in the days of Aberdeen Sugar Estate, is still 

obvious today as the Moravian Church is a central feature of the present-day district of 

Aberdeen. 

 

Appleton Sugar Estate 

St Elizabeth holds pride of place as being home to this historic sugar estate, one which is still 

going strong although today, the Appleton brand is more associated with J. Wrŀȅ ŀƴŘ bŜǇƘŜǿΩǎ 

world-renowned array of rums. Appleton Estate is located in the Nassau Valley, between 

Maggotty and Siloah in St Elizabeth and was one of several sugar estates which were situated 

on the fertile banks of the Black River. From the very outset, its location allowed Appleton to 

use a water mill for crushing and grinding the sugar cane in order to extract the cane juice 

which was eventually made into sugar. 

Early Ownership and Operation of Appleton Estate up to Emancipation 

In seeking to explain why the estate was called Appleton, at least two sources suggest that it 

was named after its first owner, who the sources claim was James Appleton. The historical 

evidence does not support this claim. Rather, the first owner of Appleton was an Englishman, 

Captain Francis Dickinson, who lived from 1632 to 1704. Captain Dickinson was rewarded by 

King Charles 11 for his contribution to the English capture of Jamaica by being granted 6,000 

acres of land in St Elizabeth. This land formed the basis of several estates which remained with 

the Dickinson family for a long time. One of these was Barton Estate and another was Appleton 

Estate. Captain Dickinson was born in Appleton, Berkshire in England and so named one of his 

estates, Appleton Estate, after his birthplace, a practice which was common among the early 

English owners of properties in these colonies. The first owner of Appleton Estate died on 

Barton Estate in the parish in 1704. 



47 
 

/ŀǇǘŀƛƴ 5ƛŎƪƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ Ŝǎǘŀtes were inherited by his son, Caleb (1670-1728), who married Sarah 

±ƛŎƪǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎƻƴǎ όƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴǎ ǘƻ !ǇǇƭŜǘƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻǿƴŜǊύΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ 9ȊŜƪƛŜƭ όмтмм-

1788) Caleb (1716-1783) and Vickris (1718-1797) all of whom had interests in property in the 

parish. In fact, by 1754, two of these grandsons, Ezekiel and Caleb Dickinson, were listed as 

owning 7,055 acres in the parish of St Elizabeth. Caleb and his brother, Ezekiel, were joint 

owners of Appleton Estate for twenty-four years between 1755 and 1779. Appleton remained 

with the members of this family for many more years, even after Emancipation. This is seen in 

ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мумт ŀƴŘ муофΣ 9ȊŜƪƛŜƭ 5ƛŎƪƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƎǊandsons, Ezekiel Harman and 

Jeremiah Harman, along with William Dickinson 11, were joint owners of the estate. By 1839, 

Appleton covered approximately 5,000 acres.

 

Appleton Estate and Nassau Mountains from the Air Courtesy of the National Library of Jamaica 

From the very outset, down to 1839, the focus of Appleton Estate was on the production of 

sugar and rum, although from time to time during the 1750s, cattle and horses were also bred 

on the estate. The 1760s saw a return to the almost exclusive production of sugar and rum, and 

this trend continued until 1839. There was an effort to gain additional income from livestock 

rearing during the war years, 1793-1795 and 1801 to 1804, when shipments of sugar to Britain 

became uncertain. Throughout this period, there was a steady reliance on enslaved labour, 

with slaves on Appleton numbering 183 in 1817 and 166 in 1832, two years before the ending 
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of legal slavery and the start of the Apprenticeship system in 1834. In the post-slavery period, 

Appleton Estate was to survive the many challenges that threatened the sugar industry in the 

parish and in the rest of Jamaica (the post-1838 period into the twentieth-century history of 

Appleton is examined in a later section). The tremendous success of this estate in the twentieth 

century meant that the name Appleton became synonymous both locally and internationally, 

with production of the finest quality sugar and importantly, rum.  

Barton Estate and Barton Isles Estate 

Both Barton Estate and Barton Isles shared the same owners (the Dickinson family) as Appleton 

Estate in the pre-Emancipation period. Located at a fair distance to the south of Appleton, 

Barton Estate was also ideally situated right on the bank of the Black River and therefore used a 

water mill for its factory operations. From 1741 to 1762, Vickris Dickinson was in charge while 

from 1757 to 1766, Ezekiel and Caleb Dickinson were joint owners. Barton remained with the 

Dickinson family until 1839. Barton Estate was mainly in sugar and rum production for the 

entire period but livestock, especially cattle and horses were also bred. Because of its location 

right on the Black River, a wharf was built at Barton in 1796 and from here, sugar and other 

products from Barton and nearby plantations, were transported by boat downriver to Black 

River Harbour for export. Rental paid by other owners for use of this wharf provided additional 

income for the owners of Barton Estate. A large estate of 3,860 acres to begin with, Barton had 

grown to 4,000 acres by 1839, with an enslaved population ranging from 237 in 1810 to 107 in 

1832. 

Barton Isles Estate/Barton Isles Livestock Pen 

This property was only half the size of Barton Estate, with 2,000 acres in 1839. Ezekiel and Caleb 

Dickinson were joint owners from 1741 until 1786 and 1782 respectively. William Dickinson 1 

and Barnard Dickinson took charge from the 1780s to around 1810 while William Dickinson 11 

owned it from1809 to 1839. Along with William Dickinson 11, Jeremiah and Ezekiel Harman, the 

grandsons of Ezekiel Dickinson, also had ownership of Barton Isles from 1817 to 1839 while 

being joint owners of Appleton Estate in that time period.  

Despite its smaller size, Barton Isles Estate, as it was first known, had a wider range of products 

than Barton Estate. Up to 1797, the property produced sugar, rum, molasses, mahogany (which 

grew abundantly on the banks of the Black River) and raised horses and cattle as well. By 1798, 

Barton Isles ceased the production of sugar and rum and focussed almost exclusively on 

livestock rearing, and this explains the change of name in that year to Barton Isles Livestock 

Pen. This emphasis on livestock was seen in the large number of animals (1,529 in 1810) on the 

property. By 1801, the owners also gained income from hiring out some of their slaves to other 

owners as the change of production focus meant that they no longer needed the full labour 
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force (592 slaves by 1810) on Barton Isles. The effect of both properties on the landscape of St 

Elizabeth remains very apparent in the place name given to the district of Bartons, which 

occupies the same general locality as the Barton properties of earlier times. 

 

Eldersley 

Eldersley (earlier sometimes spelt Elderslea or Elderslie) is another example of the Scottish 

influence in St Elizabeth. The original owner was George Wallace of the Wallace Clan in 

Scotland. In 1735, he acquired the property and named it Elderslie after his home in Scotland. 

Between 1775 and 1786, Hugh Wallace had control of the property and ownership of Eldersley 

remained with the Wallace family until 1796. In that year, it was taken over by Thomas 

Kirkpatrick Hall, and then Eldersley passed to different members of the Fry family, beginning 

with Mary Jones French, formerly Fry (1809-1819) and ending with Mary Susan Fry (1826 up to 

Emancipation). Eldersley was devoted to the production of sugar and rum up to about 1796, 

but after that, it was mainly concerned with rearing livestock and providing pasturage.  

In 1810, there were seventy two slaves attached to Eldersley, but by 1829, this number had 

been reduced to twenty seven. 9ƭŘŜǊǎƭŜȅΩǎ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ-slavery period and, as 

will be seen in a later section, the property became associated with banana production and 

with the activities of the Baptist Missionaries. The place name has outlived the estate/pen and 

today, the well-established community of Eldersley has a number of schools, including the 

Eldersley Basic, Primary and Junior High Schools, as well as the historic Baptist Church (built in 

1840) and the Elderslie Seventh Day Adventist Church. The community is also home to 

Olympian, Kerron Stewart. 

 

Elim Estate 

Up to Emancipation, this was a large property of 4,560, acres which was located near to Two 

aƛƭŜ ²ƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΦ From the very 

outset, Elim was owned by successive members of the Foster family, beginning with Colonel 

John Foster by 1741 and ending with Frederick Foster who had charge of the estate up to 

Emancipation. Sugar, rum and molasses were the main products of Elim throughout the period, 

but livestock rearing, mahogany, cotton, ginger, cocoa, pimento and coffee provided additional 

income from time to time. There were 420 enslaved workers on the estate in 1811 and 385 in 

1832, while the amount of livestock ranged from 422 in 1810 to 200 in 1832.  
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9ƭƛƳΩǎ Řŀȅǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǳƎŀǊ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ, but the agricultural legacy lives on today in the 

community of Elim, which in several respects remains devoted to agriculture. This is seen in the 

fact that Elim is today the home of the Sydney Pagon Agricultural High School (formerly the 

Elim Agricultural School), dedicated to advancing best practices in agriculture. Additionally, 

2,700 acres of land in Elim are managed by the Agro-Investment Corporation with an aim to 

promoting investment in the local aquaculture industry.  

Font Hill Estate 

Font Hill Estate was located in south-western St Elizabeth, very close to the border with 

Westmoreland. A very large property of 7,000 acres, Font Hill was owned by Thomas Smith and 

his family right up to 1839. Sugar and rum were the dominant products throughout the period 

but coffee and livestock also featured as sources of income. The importance of livestock can be 

seen in the numbers, which in 1810 stood at 1,128, although by 1832, this had fallen to 200. 

Understandably, the enslaved labour force was a big one for such a large property, and in 1810, 

this number stood at 606. Shortly before Emancipation in 1832, the number of slaves had 

dropped to 231. Today, the Font Hill property is owned by the Petroleum Corporation of 

Jamaica. Font Hill remains one of the most enduring place names, with the estate giving way to 

ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Cƻƴǘ Iƛƭƭ Wildlife Sanctuary and Font Hill Nature Reserve. 

Holland Estate 

Holland Estate was located quite close to the Y.S. River, on its north-east bank. Between 1762 

and 1783, Holland was owned by Wastel Brisco, an English planter who sometimes lived on his 

estate in Jamaica. He married into the Scottish Campbell family, and the estate remained with 

the Campbells until it was taken over in the post-slavery period (1848) by John Gladstone, 

father of the British prime minister. Sugar and rum were the main products of Holland Estate 

throughout the period, although logwood and livestock generated additional income. In 1810, 

the large estate of 4,411 acres had 421 slaves, and by 1832, this had fallen to 277.  

Because it was so close to the Y.S. River, Holland relied on a water mill. Water from the river 

was carried along a mill trench to the sugar works. Holland had a Persian water wheel which 

took up water from the trench, and the force of the turning wheel passed the water along to 

the still house and the mill. Holland Estate also had a tramway, which led to the shipping place 

known as the Holland Crane, located on the Black River. In this way, goods for export such as 

sugar or rum were carried to the port at Black River Harbour. (See the section on post-slavery 

economic activities for more on Holland Estate). 

Today, the name Holland continues to define a much broader area than that which made up 

the estate and this is best seen in the importance and attraction of Holland Bamboo in the 

parish. Bamboo Avenue is also known as Holland Bamboo and this natural wonder has a lot to 
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do with the legacy left by the owners of Holland Estate. Bamboo plants were planted by the 

owners on either side of the roadway, with the intention of providing a buffer against the wind 

and holding the soil in place. As time passed, the bamboo shoots grew taller and they formed a 

natural archway across the road. This provides travellers with shade and beauty as they journey 

along the four kilometres of road on the main south coast highway between Middle Quarters 

and Lacovia.

 

Bamboo Avenue, also Known as Holland Bamboo, St Elizabeth Courtesy of the National Library 

of Jamaica 

 

Lacovia Bamboo Walk, Showing a Dirt Road Courtesy of the National Library of Jamaica 
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Ipswich Estate 

Ipswich Estate was located to the north west of Holland Estate. The 2006 acre property was 

owned by John Morse between 1761 and 1780 and remained with that family until 1839. 

Edmund Francis Green was also joint owner from 1817 to 1829 and after 1834. Sugar and rum 

production was emphasised, but cattle and horses were also bred. From 1787, rental of 

enslaved labour to other estates was also used for additional income. In 1810, there were as 

many as 534 slaves on the estate and 407 livestock. By 1831, slaves had declined to 161 and 

livestock to 79. Several parts of the plantation ruins are still to be seen today, including 

substantial ruins of the cut-stone great house and factory works. In the post-slavery period, 

Ipswich transitioned into different roles (discussed in a later section), and today Ipswich is 

remembered for far more than its days of sugar and slavery. 

Y.S. Estate 

This was a very large sugar estate of 6,004 acres, which was located on the east bank of the Y.S.  

River. It was south of Ipswich Estate and both Y.S. and Ipswich shared the same owners as of 

1761. In fact, in 1810, the two estates were listed as one under the title, Y.S. and Ipswich Estate. 

Like Ipswich, Y.S. was owned between 1761 and 1780 by John Morse and again from 1789 to 

1839 by John Morse. Between 1817 and 1832, Edmund Francis Green was joint owner along 

with John Morse. Green was also joint owner with Morse from 1834 on. The products of Y.S. 

Estate were the same as Ipswich, with a similar emphasis on sugar and rum throughout the 

period. The numbers of enslaved persons and livestock reported were the same as the figures 

for Ipswich in 1810 and 1831. Like Ipswich, Y.S. also engaged in the rearing of cattle and horses. 

In suggesting how the estate came to be called Y.S., Edward Long tells us that the name was 

taken from the Gaelic word YS, meaning crooked or winding and the Y.S. River was so called 

because the river took a crooked or winding path. Long believes that the owners of the estate 

then called it Y.S., after the river. Today, the name Y.S. is most associated with the splendour of 
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{ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ¸.S. Falls, with its seven waterfalls cascading into natural pools. 

 

A Twentieth Century View of the Y.S. Estate and Great House Courtesy of the National Library of 

Jamaica 

Impact of the Sam Sharpe Rebellion on St Elizabeth 

None of the economic activities undertaken by English settlers across the island could have 

succeeded to the extent which they did without the forced labour provided by enslaved 

Africans. As they were auctioned one by one from the Town Wharf in Black River (looked at in a 

later section), Africans brought to St Elizabeth certainly had no control over their destinations 

and ultimately, over their fate. Yet they were not powerless in their experience of enslavement. 

The history of slavery across the Caribbean shows that the enslaved used every opportunity to 

express their opposition to the inhumane conditions of slavery which they were forced to 

endure. In carrying out this protest, whether by rebellions or by other means, the enslaved 

were able to deal blows to the system of plantation slavery, most times at extreme cost to 

themselves and their family members. The perseverance of leaders like Sam Sharpe and all 

those who supported their efforts, contributed to the gradual wearing down of the system of 

slavery and finally to its abolition in 1833. Starting in St James, the extensive and significant 

protest known as the Sam Sharpe Rebellion of 1831 impacted several parishes, including St 

Elizabeth, where many of the properties in the north western end of the parish were affected. 

BŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ proximity to St James, this was almost inevitable. 

In St Elizabeth, the protest began on the small, 825-acre property of Ginger Hill, which in 1831 

was owned by George Longmore. Ginger, mahogany and livestock were the main products of 

Ginger Hill. At the time of the rebellion, there were ninety seven slaves attached to Ginger Hill. 
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All of the buildings on Ginger Hill were reportedly burnt. The protest quickly spread to include 

many properties, including Mahogany Hill, Eldersley, Union, Pisgah, Mexico and Vauxhall Estate, 

where the overseer was killed. Y.S. and Ipswich Estates were badly affected.  Many of the 287 

slaves on Y.S. Estate took part in the protest, setting fire to estate buildings, cane fields and 

sugar works. This, in spite of the fact that Y.S. Estate was the district headquarters for the 

regiment, and two companies of the St Elizabeth Regiment had been stationed there. When it 

was all over, seventy three enslaved persons from St Elizabeth were put on trial and of this 

number, forty-two received lashes and fourteen were executed. A few were acquitted. Damage 

to properties in St Elizabeth was estimated to be in excess of twenty two thousand pounds. 

After the rebellion, a report was made of an unusual action taken by one of the enslaved who 

at the time was the head driver (a senior slave put in charge of the other slaves) on Appleton 

Estate. {ŀƳ {ƘŀǊǇŜΩǎ ŎŀƭƭΣ ǎŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ 

against the system and the treatment given to the enslaved. This protest was to take the form 

of a refusal to work in the days following the Christmas break. On Appleton Estate, the head 

ŘǊƛǾŜǊΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ άƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ƴŜƎǊƻέ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

continue to work as the cane crop was ready for harvesting, and a strike by the slaves would 

have meant a loss of the cane crop. The head driver reportedly had a number of relatives on 

the estate and they supported his call not to go on strike, but he was also highly respected by 

the other slaves on the plantation. When the days of the planned protest came, the head driver 

was able to convince most of the slaves to turn out to work, although a few did not. Appleton 

was spared the damage and the losses experienced by other St Elizabeth estates, largely 

because of the help given by the head driver. He was rewarded by the House of Assembly for 

Ƙƛǎ άŜȄŜƳǇƭŀǊȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘέ, and he was given a silver cup by the joint owners of Appleton at the 

time, Ezekiel Harman, Jeremiah Harman and William Dickinson the second. 11 

 

Livestock Properties/Pens in St Elizabeth before and after Emancipation 

 

Purpose and Importance of Livestock Pens 

There were certain areas in Jamaica which were very suitable for livestock rearing, and St 

Elizabeth, particularly the grassy plains of the southern parts of the parish, emerged as a 

leading producer of livestock. The 1844 census showed that there were 378 breeding or 

ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ǇŜƴǎ ƛƴ WŀƳŀƛŎŀΦ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ 

ninety-one of the livestock pens were located in this parish. Whereas products like sugar, 

coffee, cotton and pimento were largely exported, animals were raised on the livestock pens to 

satisfy a great demand on the local market. Local pens raised cattle, horses, donkeys and mules, 
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to be sold to the plantations and estates as draught animals (animals used to pull or carry 

loads). These animals were used to turn or power the animal mills, and they were also needed 

to transport goods and people. In some cases, animals that were no longer useful on the estate 

were bought by the owners of the livestock pens. These were then fattened and sold to the 

local butchers to supply the demand for meat. Some Pen owners even had their own butcheries 

which provided them with additional income as the meat was sold to estate owners or to 

nearby towns such as Black River or Lacovia. Since the owners of sugar and coffee properties 

were among their best customers, any downturn in these industries would also affect the 

profits of the livestock properties. Most pens also produced other crops such as pimento, 

cotton, coffee and logwood, and as seen earlier, some properties alternated between livestock 

and sugar production. 

Examples of livestock pens and properties in St Elizabeth included Bonavista Pen, a large 4,100 

acre property which had the same owners as Pepper Pen (dealt with earlier) and was combined 

with Pepper in 1839 when it was known as Pepper and Bonavista. Other livestock producing 

properties included Content Pen, Emmaus Pen, Friendship Pen, Fullerswood and Goshen 

(highlighted shortly) Hodges Pen and Hounslow. Hodges Pen, located near to the town of Black 

River, was the 2,000 acre property which was owned from very early by Colonel John Campbell 

and passed on to others in his family. After 1810, ownership passed to David Shakespeare 

(1810-1827) and Reverend John Shakespeare (1829-1839). Hodges Pen was completely devoted 

to livestock, having 472 in 1811 and 691 by 1832. !ƭǎƻ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ 

were Luana Pen and Maggotty Pen (owned by Caleb Dickinson from 1791 to 1825, New Well 

Pen, Paradise Pen, Pedro Pen, Vineyard Pen (highlighted shortly), Pepper Pen (dealt with under 

sugar) and Santa Cruz Pen, which was famous for its horses as well as cattle. Lower Works Pen 

was located in the Black River area and was owned up to Emancipation by John Vassall in the 

1750s and then by Joseph Royall and members of his family. Although the 540-acre property 

produced some sugar at first, this was only for a short while from 1754 to 1758. Generally, the 

property was really devoted to livestock, with cattle rearing and horse breeding being 

emphasised.  

Lower Works Pen was famous in its time for horseracing as the first horse racing in St Elizabeth 

was carried out from the 1780s on a race track located there. By the 1800s, other race tracks 

also existed at Goshen, Gilnock, Orange Grove, Lacovia and at New Market. Other livestock 

owners focussed their attention on breeding racehorses, and by the 1840s, famous stud farms 

were located at Pepper Pen, which had about 100 brood mares and seven imported stallions by 

then. Goshen had an international reputation as a superior horse-breeding pen and the famous 

Derby winner, Hannibal, was broughǘ ǘƻ DƻǎƘŜƴΩǎ ǎǘǳŘ ŦŀǊƳǎΦ The town of Santa Cruz grew up 

around Santa Cruz Market, one of the most famous markets for trading horses and other 

livestock. 
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Highlighting Three Livestock Pens in St Elizabeth: Goshen, Vineyard and Fullerswood Pens 

Goshen 

Goshen Pen was located in one of the most famous livestock-raising districts in Jamaica. It was 

situated between Horse Savannah and Bull Savannah, with these two places appropriately 

named after the animal rearing that took place in this part of St Elizabeth. This area was very 

close to the eastern border with Manchester and was east of Santa Cruz and to the south of 

Balaclava. Goshen took pride of place in being one of the largest pens, covering 3,917 acres of 

mainly grassy pastures in 1780 and was devoted to supplying animals, not only to buyers in St 

Elizabeth, but also to the wider market outside of the parish. The property was owned by 

Francis George Smyth (Senior) from 1780 until his son, Francis George Smyth (the Younger), 

took over Goshen in 1787 and remained the owner until Emancipation. Smyth also owned two 

other livestock pens, Long Hill and Friendship, which were both located to the south of Goshen. 

Because of their importance, both Goshen and Friendship were linked by carriage roads (dirt 

tracks wide enough for carriages to travel) to the major road, ǘƘŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ wƻŀŘ, which 

led from Santa Cruz to Gutters Hill. 

In 1780, Goshen raised a variety of animals including cattle, mules, horses, sheep, goats and 

also gained income from sale of grass and provision of pasturage (in demand by other 

properties with limited grazing facilities for their animals) export of logwood, hiring out of slave 

labour and carts to other estates. An idea of how productive Goshen was may be seen in these 

figures provided by Barry Higman, regarding sales in 1781. In that year, άGoshen sold thirty nine 

steers, three bulls, seventy six cows, twelve heifers, some calves, twenty five horses, twenty 

five mares, twenty eight mules and a filly.έ Most of these were bought by the owners of sugar 

estates right there in St Elizabeth. In 1781, Goshen earned a total of £4,212 compared with 

£342 from Long Hill. DƻǎƘŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǎǘŜŀŘƛƭȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 

have been possible without the labour provided by its enslaved population.  

Unlike many other properties which saw a decline (both sugar estates and livestock pens), the 

numbers of slaves and livestock on Goshen increased steadily right up to Emancipation. For 

example, in 1810, Goshen had 391 slaves and 1,447 livestock. By 1820, the numbers of slaves 

had increased to 391 and livestock to 1,590, while in 1831, livestock numbered 1,649. In 1832, 

two years before the abolition of slavery, Goshen had a total of 421 slaves. In addition to 

income from livestock, by 1832, both Goshen and Long Hill were exporting coffee and logwood, 

and they were also hiring out slave labour tƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ {ƳȅǘƘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ 

Sunderland Estate, which was located in St James. 

Today, the wider community that has inherited the name Goshen has an identity and purpose 

all its own, cemented by facilities such as the Goshen Postal Agency and schools (Goshen Basic 
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{ŎƘƻƻƭΣ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǎƘŜƴ aŀƛƴ wƻŀŘΣ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘΩǎ .ŀǎƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ DƻǎƘŜƴ !ƭƭ !ƎŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭύΦ 

There are several churches, including the historic Moravian Church on the Goshen Main Road 

as well as the Goshen Community Centre and Sports Complex.

 

Goshen Post Office/ Postal Agency Courtesy of the National Library of Jamaica 

Vineyard Pen 

Vineyard Pen in St Elizabeth has been highlighted because it showed the value and importance 

of logwood (in addition to sales of livestock) in the emergence of a successful economy in the 

parish. It was located right on the edge of the Great Morass, near to Black River. Vineyard Pen 

covered 859 acres of very flat land in the eighteenth century, but by 1823, it had grown to 945 

acres. In 1750, Vineyard Pen was owned by Florentius Vassall, and between 1764 and 1839, the 

property remained with the Forrest family, beginning with Admiral Arthur Forrest in 1764. 

Thomas Forrest owned Vineyard Pen from 1820 until 1839. 

From 1764 until 1779, the property, with 285 acres of common pasture and guinea grass, was 

exclusively devoted to the raising of livestock. However, by 1780, logwood had become an 

important money earner for Vineyard Pen alongside livestock. At first, planters on some sugar 

estates had deliberately planted logwood between the cane pieces in order to provide a natural 

barrier or fence. However, because logwood grew on its own without persons having to plant it, 
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by the 1780s, logwood trees had overgrown widespread areas and this was especially so in the 

parishes of St Elizabeth and Westmoreland.

 

Numerous Logwood Trees in the Countryside of Black River Courtesy of the National Library of 

Jamaica 

 

 Logwood was to become a major income earner for the parish in the late eighteenth and 

nineteenth centuries and would contribute to the development of St Elizabeth, especially Black 

River in the nineteenth century. Logwood was very much in demand in Britain where it was 

used to produce dyes (black, grey and violet) for textiles such as cotton. Vineyard Pen had a lot 

of woodlands covered with forests of logwood trees. Once cut down, logwood trees were 

shipped down to the port of Black River from where there was a profitable export business. In 

1823, Vineyard Pen earned a total of £1,090 and sixty tons of logwood accounted for £420 of 

this amount. Sales of livestock accounted for the rest of the income in that year. Today, the 

name Vineyard continues in the district of Vineyard which has at least two churches, a Baptist 

and a United Pentecostal, as well as a community centre. 

Fullerswood Pen 

This livestock property was another fine example of how pen owners in St Elizabeth were able 

to conduct a profitable business by combining sales of livestock with sales of logwood. 

Fullerswood Pen was located near to neighbouring Vineyard Pen and was next to the Great 

Morass and situated close to Black River. In the early eighteenth century, the property covered 

1,847 acres and by 1864, Fullerswood had grown to 2,104 acres. Among the early owners of 

Fullerswood Pen were Jonathan Gale 111 (1741-1757) and a minor, Henry Gale Junior, from 

1752 to 1754. William Rowe took over ownership of the property from 1785 to 1790, followed 

by James Rowe, who had control of Fullerswood from 1791 until 1839. In the later nineteenth 

century history of the property, for example in 1879, Fullerswood had famous owners like the 

Honourable John Salmon, Custos of St Elizabeth. 
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Lƴ ƛǘǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ мтпм ǘƻ мтртΣ CǳƭƭŜǊǎǿƻƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻŘucts included sugar, rum, 

mahogany, logwood and livestock. However, from 1785 onwards, it was predominantly a 

livestock-producing property, with significant additional income from exports of logwood. This 

was not surprising as almost fifty percent of the property was covered by logwood trees. The 

enslaved labour force numbered 215 in 1810, and by 1832, this number had declined to 89. In 

1810, the property had 467 head of livestock, 470 in 1820 and 370 in 1832, shortly before 

Emancipation.  

Around the time of Emancipation, with livestock numbering 370, the owner of Fullerswood sold 

cattle as draft animals to estates, but ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƳŜŀǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ōȅ 

selling fattened cattle and sheep to the Black River Butchery. Around the same time, 

Fullerswood was doing well in logwood sales, shipping 100 tons from the Crane Wharf in 1832. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƎǿƻƻŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ 

overall economy even as sugar and coffee continued to face hard times.  

In 1879 when the Hon. John Salmon owned Fullerswood, as well as Vauxhall, both properties 

had a total income of £1,163. The largest single contributor to this total income was the 173 

tons of logwood which were sold to J.E. Kerr and Co. in 1879 for £600. Livestock sales made up 

the rest of the income in that year, with steers, cows and fattened cows being sold to a variety 

of buyers. In the last two decades of the nineteenth century, Fullerswood also made its income 

from the sale of logwood roots, coconuts, lumber, thatch and wattles. However, the main 

products continued to be logwood and livestock. Today, Fullerswood is a large St Elizabeth 

community, located to the southwest of its neighbour in times past, the Vineyard district. The 

place name of Fullerswood also lives on in the Williamsfield to Fullerswood Road. 12 

Coffee Properties in St Elizabeth 

Before Emancipation, there were very few, if any properties in St Elizabeth which were devoted 

exclusively to coffee production and which could be termed coffee plantations. Instead, there 

were about twenty five properties on which coffee was produced, along with a variety of other 

crops such as ginger, pimento, corn, cotton, logwood, cocoa, mahogany, along with livestock 

and at times, even sugar and rum. In these cases, coffee beans were grown on the higher (hilly) 

elevations of these properties, while the lower elevations were used for the other products 

listed here.  

Before Emancipation, some of these coffee properties included Chelsea Plantation, owned by 

Matthew Montague from 1808 to 1831 and by Elizabeth Montague from 1829 to 1834 and 

which seems to have focussed on coffee production. Corby Castle Plantation covered about 328 

acres and also emphasised coffee production. Corby Castle was owned by William Ebdell 

between 1809 and 1811, then by Henry Cerf until 1826. From 1826 until after Emancipation, 
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the plantation was owned by Judah and Hyman Cohen, a Jewish family in St Elizabeth. Two 

other coffee plantations, Potsdam and Berlin, also shared the same owners, Henry Cerf from 

1810 to 1823 and Hyman and Judah Cohen, from 1825 to 1839. Potsdam was fairly large at 

1,710 acres while Berlin covered 1,412 acres. Other coffee properties included Hermitage 

(highlighted shortly) and the 3,000-acre Harmony Hall, owned at first by James Robertson and 

then by members of the Watson family from 1817 to 1839. Harmony Hall grew coffee, pimento 

and ginger. 

 

Highlighting Two St Elizabeth Coffee Plantations: Hermitage and Malvern 

Hermitage Coffee Plantation 

In 1807, Hermitage was a 300-acre coffee plantation located in southern St Elizabeth, about 

two miles south of Malvern. Hermitage was situated at 2,250 feet above sea level on a small 

plateau (a flat area of land that is high above sea level). Roadways leading from Mountainside, 

Malvern and Bellevue all met at the Hermitage Plantation and this allowed the owners of 

Hermitage to make additional income by hiring out carts to neighbouring settlements to 

transport goods. From 1804, Hermitage was owned by James Moyes, and the property 

remained with the family right up to Emancipation.  

Of the 300 acres, ninety nine acres were devoted to nine coffee pieces, while the rest was used 

for guinea grass (fifteen acres), common pasture (five acres), slave grounds, wood and waste 

land (179 acres). The property depended on the labour of seventy slaves in 1810 and had about 

sixty seven enslaved persons in 1832. In 1806, Hermitage was doing very well, selling twenty 

two bushels of corn and exporting 54,702 pounds of coffee. The following year, 36,192 pounds 

of cocoa were sold and 47,000 pounds of coffee exported. However, by the time of 

Emancipation, the amount of coffee produced by Hermitage had drastically declined to less 

than 20,000 pounds. 

Malvern Coffee Plantation 

Also in southern St Elizabeth, Malvern Coffee Plantation was located about two miles to the 

north of Hermitage. In 1832, Malvern was owned by James Miller and was a fairly large coffee 

property, judging from the fact that there were 225 enslaved persons living on Malvern in that 

year. The buildings on MŀƭǾŜǊƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ, as well as 

the coffee storehouse, ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ .ŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ 

house were the gardens and the kitchen, fowl house and outhouses, which were all grouped 

together. Stables, workshops, pens and the hospital were all situated behind the barbecues, 

which were large drying areas where the coffee beans were spread out and turned regularly 
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during the daytime by the slaves. All of these structures were located far enough from the 

ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ 

The days of Malvern Coffee Plantation may be over, but the name of Malvern lives on in the 

community of that name in the Santa Cruz Mountains. Malvern has become very important in 

the educational landscape of St Elizabeth, being the general location of some of thŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ 

leading educational institutions, Bethlehem Moravian College, and Hampton High School. 

 

Coffee after Emancipation   

 After Emancipation, increased costs of labour and other economic challenges led to a decline in 

the production of coffee, as well as profits, on many of these properties and led to the breaking 

up and sale of coffee lands to ex-slaves who undertook small-scale coffee production after 

1838. In fact, B.W. Higman points out that the post-slavery decrease in the number of large 

coffee properties occurred very quickly, especially in the parishes of St Elizabeth, Manchester, 

St Ann and St Thomas.  

Examples of decline included both Potsdam and Corby Castle, which were unproductive in the 

1840s. In 1832, Potsdam had produced 326 tierces of coffee, but by 1846, production had fallen 

to only twenty tierces. Similarly, Corby Castle experienced a decline in production levels in the 

post-slavery period, moving from 105 tierces in 1832 to only eight tierces in 1846. By 1847, 

Berlin Plantation was up for sale. Potsdam later became important in the educational history of 

St Elizabeth as this former coffee plantation was to become the future home of Munroe College 

for boys.  

The emphasis on coffee production on these large coffee properties before Emancipation was 

very important to the emergence of the small farming communities in St Elizabeth after 1838 in 

two respects. Decline and sale of most of these large coffee properties after Emancipation 

allowed the ex-slaves of the parish to purchase land (usually under ten acres) on which they 

were able to establish themselves as a productive small farming group. Purchase of coffee lands 

also influenced the decision by small farmers to engage in the cultivation of coffee, and 

therefore, in the post-slavery period in St Elizabeth, coffee made the transition from being a 

plantation crop to becoming a peasant crop. 13 
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The Growth and Significance of Parish Towns in St Elizabeth up to Emancipation 

The Early History of the Town of Black River 

The small English settlement that would become the town of Black River was established near 

the mouth (point where the river flows into the sea) of the river bearing the same name. In 

fact, the English eventually named the town Black River after the Black River on whose banks, 

the little settlement grew up. As seen in the earlier section on the Spaniards in St Elizabeth, the 

river was at first named Rio Caobana (Mahogany River) by the Spaniards, but this name has 

long since given way to the English name, Black River. Although its waters are clear, the river 

was called the Black River by the English because of the dark appearance of the riverbed 

resulting from the accumulation of decayed plant material from the mahogany trees that once 

lined the banks of the river. Interestingly, the town of Black River occupied a part of the large 

area that had once been home to the Hato Caobana, the great Spanish cattle ranch and the site 

of the fierce Battle of Caobana between the English and the Spanish resistance fighters in late 

1655. 

 

When was the Town of Black River Established? 

There is some uncertainty about when the town was first established, and the exact year in 

which the English began their settlement there remains unknown. However, when the English 

took control of the island and began to settle the parish of St Elizabeth by 1670, we know that 

they established farms and estates on the fertile lands beside the Black River in what is known 

as the Black River Basin. In particular, they settled along the banks of the river all the way down 

to the harbour. Properties such as Hodges Pen, Lower Works Pen and Top Hill (all discussed 

earlier) were examples of these settlements. It was logical that these early settlers would wish 

to establish a town at the mouth of the river down which their goods were transported to the 

harbour. Therefore, it is possible that the small town of Black River may have started its days 

very shortly after 1670.  

In studying the history of the parishes, we rely on early maps of Jamaica, along with other 

sources, such as laws passed for the island, to get an idea of when towns and settlements first 

came into existence. As seen in an earlier section, the parish of St Elizabeth was in existence by 

1670, and the governor of Jamaica at that time, Sir Thomas Modyford, had ordered the drawing 

of a map of the island showing the different parishes in 1670. Some of the uncertainty about 

the start-up date of Black River arises from the fact that none of the maps of Jamaica in the 

seventeenth century feature the town of Black River. The 1670 Map of Jamaica drawn up on 

Governor MƻŘȅŦƻǊŘΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ shows the existing parishes (called precincts at first) in 1670, 

including St Elizabeth. This map shows the river named Black River, but no town of Black River, 
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and the harbour is not named Black River Harbour. Similarly, John OgilbyΩǎ мстмΣ мst Antique 

English Map of the Island of Jamaica, shows the parish of St Elizabeth and the Black River, but 

no town.  

In 1684, Charles Bochart and Humphrey Knollis produced a map called A New and Exact Mapp 

[sic] of the Island of Jamaica. This map shows the Black River, as well as a fort located near the 

coast. Although Bochart and Knollis ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ άŎƘǳǊŎƘέ ŀƴŘ άǘƻǿƴŜέ on their map to 

identify these structures in other parishes, these are not used in St Elizabeth. Properties such as 

sugar estates are also identified. hƴ WƻƘƴ {ŜƭƭŜǊǎΩ мсур Map of Jamaica, the symbols for 

churches and towns, which he used in other parishes, are not present in St Elizabeth. The name 

ά.ƭŀŎƪ wΦέ was written on the map beside the river by that name and this was in keeping with 

how Sellers identified rivers in other parishes. ά.ƭŀŎƪ wΦέ ƛǎ ƴƻǘΣ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜs mistakenly 

conclude, a reference to the town of Black River. 

The earliest map which shows the town is tŀǘƪΦ .ǊƻǿƴŜΩǎ мтрр A New Map of Jamaica, which 

was based on surveys of the island done between 1730 and 1749. This shows a small town on 

the left or west bank of the Black River, near to the mouth of the river (which is the present 

location of the town of Black River). .ǊƻǿƴŜΩǎ ƳŀǇ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ harbour 

(Black River Bay) after the river. Since the surveys were done between 1730 and 1749, we may 

conclude that the town of Black River must have existed at that point. Thomas Craskell and 

WŀƳŜǎ {ƛƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ мтсо Map of the County of Cornwall in the Island of Jamaica showed the town 

of Black River (though not named on the map) as a small settlement on the west bank of the 

Black River, near to the mouth of the river. According to this map, by 1763, the harbour was 

named Gravesend Harbour, not Black River Harbour. By contrast, this 1763 map showed 

Lacovia as a much larger town than Black River, and this was in keeping with the fact that 

Lacovia was the capital of St Elizabeth until 1773 (discussed shortly). By 1804 when James 

Robertson produced his landmark, Map of the County of Cornwall in the Island of Jamaica, the 

town of Black River was shown as a larger community than the town of Lacovia, and by 1804 

Black River ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōŀǊǊŀŎƪǎ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΦ wƻōŜǊǘǎƻƴΩǎ Map also named 

the harbour, Black River Harbour. 14 

The Early Years of Black River: Naming the Town  

In the earlier history of the town, the name given to this small settlement was Gravesend and as 

seen ƻƴ /ǊŀǎƪŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ {ƛƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ мтсо Map of the County of Cornwall, what we know as Black 

River Harbour today, was up to the late eighteenth century, known as Gravesend Harbour. The 

name Gravesend was likely given to the town because of the unhealthy conditions influenced 

by the nearby morass that encouraged the breeding of mosquitoes which spread yellow fever 

and sometimes malaria, and these diseases sent many of the soldiers stationed in the nearby 

barracks and the settlers in surrounding areas to early graves. In 1764, the Sixty-Sixth Regiment 
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lost 102 men from fevers and dysentery. The town is also referred to as Gravesend in an early 

law in force in 1750 (Law 23, Geo.11, V1, 1) by which the justices and the vestry (early form of 

parish council) were authorized to establish and maintain a ferry service over the Black River at 

Gravesend.  

By Ferry and By Bridge: Crossing the Black River 

In the early history of the town, most of the houses were located on the west or left bank of the 

Black River, ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ άǎƳŀƭƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜέ also lived on the east or right 

bank of the river. In those days there was no bridge to link the settlements on both sides of the 

river, hence the need for a ferry service. The ferry service was to be free and therefore no 

charges were placed on persons who needed to cross from one side to the other. Goods being 

transported on the ferry boat did not attract a charge either. However, the law authorized 

members of the vestry to impose and collect a parish tax that was used for the upkeep of the 

ferry. Law 23 also made it a felony to damage the ferry boat or to remove it. Up to 1777, when 

Edward Long wrote about St Elizabeth, the ferry service was still the only way to cross the Black 

River as plans to build a wooden bridge had not yet been achieved.  

By 1777, use of the ferry service was no longer free as persons wishing to cross from one side of 

the village to the other had to pay a charge of seven and a half pence each way. Towards the 

end of the eighteenth century, a wooden bridge, approximately one hundred feet long and 

costing about £2,500, ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ wƛǾŜǊΦ WŀƳŜǎ wƻōŜǊǘǎƻƴΩǎ мулп Map of the 

County of Cornwall shows this bridge near the mouth of the Black River, allowing easy travel for 

the townspeople from the west bank to the east bank of the river. The 1804 map also shows 

that the town had fewer buildings on the east bank, with most of the buildings located on the 

west side of the river.  

 

Explanations for the Early Growth of the Small Village of Black River 

There were two factors that helped in the early growth of the small town of Black River. One 

was its location near the mouth of the main river in the parish, the Black River. The second 

factor was the tremendous demand for the trade goods produced in St Elizabeth, all of which 

had to be channelled through this small settlement to the waiting vessels in Black River 

Harbour. Its location, therefore, allowed the small village of Gravesend to grow into the 

bustling town of Black River over time as it reaped the benefits of its location so close to the 

only harbour used by the parish, the Black River Harbour.  

As seen earlier, from 1670, settlements had gradually spread throughout the parish, and many 

of these produced goods that had to be exported to Britain. Products included sugar, rum, 
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molasses, logwood, mahogany, pimento, cotton, coffee and cattle skin or hides from the 

livestock pens of the parish. Several other rivers and streams across the parish, ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ IŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ 

or One-Eye River and the YS River flowed into the Black River before it emptied into the Black 

River Harbour. Settlers transported their goods by river boats, which took these items down the 

Black River, ending at the harbour. Similarly, when ships arrived from Britain with goods that 

the settlers needed, these items were transported up the Black River to various destinations. 

This famous river was therefore critically important to the economic life of the entire parish of 

St Elizabeth. 

 

Black River from the Port, Looking Upstream Courtesy of the National Library of Jamaica 

The fact that the town of Black River was located near to the mouth of the Black River, very 

close to the harbour, meant that a wharf had to be built there to serve as the place from which 

exports from the entire parish would depart. At first, this wharf was known simply as the Town 

Wharf, but in the later nineteenth century history of Black River, this became the Farquharson 

Wharf, ƴŀƳŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CŀǊǉǳƘŀǊǎƻƴ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ 

period. .ƭŀŎƪ wƛǾŜǊΩǎ Town Wharf would also be the one gateway which received manufactured 

goods from Britain and enslaved Africans. In fact, the town of Black River also became 

economically important for the rest of the parish as all shipments of slaves destined for St 

Elizabeth were brought to Black River, where they were auctioned to owners of plantations and 
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livestock properties. Soon, the Town Wharf became the all-important centre for the trade of 

the parish, and more and more persons came into the area, to do business or to settle, or both. 

This created a need for more houses and structures, such as a church and batteries, as well as 

barracks for defending the trade of Black River Harbour. Over time, therefore, this small 

settlement grew and developed into the bustling town of Black River, which thrived on the 

vibrant import and export trade of St Elizabeth. By 1790, the Black River Fort had been built in 

the town and was commanded by a captain and a lieutenant. 

Some Structures in the Town of Black River up to 1800 

Before 1773 when it replaced Lacovia as the capital of St Elizabeth, Black River had very few 

buildings besides a few houses, the Church of St John the Evangelist, the Town Wharf, two 

batteries (places where cannon were mounted) and a barracks for the accommodation of 

soldiers. Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ŀǎ ƭŀǘŜ ŀǎ мтсоΣ .ƭŀŎƪ wƛǾŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻƴ /ǊŀǎƪŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ {ƛƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǇ ŀǎ ŀ 

much smaller settlement, with far fewer houses than Lacovia. This was so because although 

Black River was becoming increasingly important as the base for the import and export of goods 

from the harbour, the town was not seen as important in the administration of parish affairs. 

Court sessions and meetings of the St Elizabeth Parish Vestry took place in the capital, Lacovia, 

not in Black River.  

Nevertheless, it was important to guard the trade leaving and coming into the Black River 

Harbour and to secure the town and the harbour from illegal traders and pirates. This was done 

by establishing two batteries in the town. One of these was located on a slight rise near the sea 

and overlooking Black River Harbour. This battery consisted of five big guns or cannon, each 

weighing between six and nine pounds. In the event of a threat to the trade of Black River, 

soldiers from the nearby Barracks would arrive to fire the cannon in defence of the trade. The 

town of Black River also had its own Barracks, located about a quarter of a mile from the 

harbour. This was a simple wooden structure, with plastered walls, and it was big enough to 

house thirty soldiers. In 1745, the House of Assembly reported that the barracks had been 

damaged by a recent storm and ordered that repairs be done to the building. 

The Anglican Church of St John the Evangelist 

As towns grew and developed, it was expected that at least one church would be built in the 

town. This was not the case in the early history of Black River. In 1675, Governor Thomas 

Modyford complained that in the entire parish of St Elizabeth, there was not one church, in 

spite of the fact that settlement was taking place in the parish. We know that before a church 

ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ .ƭŀŎƪ wƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

was the Anglican Church of St John the Evangelist. This later became the parish church for all of 

St Elizabeth.  
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There is some uncertainty about when the original church was built. The Jamaica National 

Heritage Trust gives two dates, the first, suggesting that the original structure may have been 

built in 1700. Since the earliest Anglican parish registers for St Elizabeth date back to 1708, the 

church may very well have been built in 1700. A 1723 Report to the Governor on the religious 

state of the parishes refers to the Church of St John the Evangelist in Black River and proves 

that the parish church existed from the early eighteenth century. The second date given by the 

JNHT is 1774, but other evidence also indicates that the original church was in existence long 

before 1774. 9ŘǿŀǊŘ [ƻƴƎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мттт ŀǎ άŀ ƘŀƴŘǎƻƳŜ 

edifice of brick, lateƭȅ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘέΦ {ƛƴŎŜ Ƙƛǎ book was published in 1777, we may assume that Long 

would have been researching and writing it a few years before 1777. His description of the 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎ άƭŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘέ, therefore, suggests that the original church was there before 1774 

and that it had been damaged and therefore had to be rebuilt.

 

The Parish Church of St John the Evangelist: St Elizabeth Parish Church in the Twentieth Century 

Courtesy of the National Library of Jamaica 

[ƻƴƎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƳƛƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪ wƛǾŜǊέΦ James 

wƻōŜǊǘǎƻƴΩǎ мулп Map of the County of Cornwall shows the church quite close to the town 

buildings. In 1837, the church was again rebuilt although the remains of the original church may 

still be seen on the site of the improved church at the corner of High and North Streets. An 

imposing yellow brick structure with limestone trim, the Parish Church of St John the Evangelist, 

remains a landmark on the Black River landscape.  
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Streets and Houses in Early Black River up to 1800 

Most of the streets which at present make up the historic district of Black River were laid out 

and named during the course of the nineteenth century, especially in the second part of the 

century. This is discussed in a later section of this history. In the early years of the town, during 

the eighteenth century, the streets that existed were really dirt roads and path ways. There 

were two types of roads in Jamaican parishes at this time, and they were known as carriage 

roads and bridle roads. Carriage roads, as the name suggests, were wide enough for horse-

drawn carriages to travel along, and in the eighteenth century, in towns such as Black River, 

these carriage roads would have been considered main roads. Bridle roads and paths were 

narrower than carriage roads and were just wide enough for a horse and its rider and for 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƻƴ ŦƻƻǘΦ WŀƳŜǎ wƻōŜǊǘǎƻƴΩǎ мулп Map of the County of Cornwall, which shows St 

Elizabeth, sets out the location of these carriage roads and bridle roads in and around the town 

of Black River and the rest of the parish.  

!ǎ wƻōŜǊǘǎƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǇ ǎƘƻǿǎΣ the main carriage road or the main street in Black River ran from 

west to east along the coastline of the town. This carriage road was the most important street 

in eighteenth century Black River and was named High Street. High Street ended at the mouth 

of the Black River, where a wooden bridge had been built across the river towards the end of 

the eighteenth century. The 1804 map shows a tavern located on the western end of High 

Street close to the house of the Hon. George Crawford Ricketts, Member of the Council and 

Attorney-General of Jamaica in 1802. ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ .ƭŀŎƪ wƛǾŜǊΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘŀǾŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Miss 

McCƭŜŀƴΩǎ ¢ŀǾŜǊƴ ŀǘ .ƭŀŎƪ wƛǾŜǊ by 1820.  

Also located on High Street were the Barracks, spoken about earlier.  wƻōŜǊǘǎƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǇ shows 

the parish church of St John the Evangelist as located on the corner of High Street, where it 

intersected with another carriage road going north. This was North Street. The 1804 map also 

shows a carriage road which began at the bridge and ran eastwards along the coast. This road 

was named Crane Road. It is quite possible that Crane Road was so named because in the 

eighteenth century, the owners of Holland Estate and Y.S.  Estate had shipping places called 

Cranes located on the edge of the harbour along this section of the carriage road. These 

shipping places were named the Holland Crane, and the Y.S. Crane, from where the owners 
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shipped their sugar, rum and other products. 

 

A Twentieth Century View of High Street by the Waterfront, Black River Courtesy of the National 

Library of Jamaica 

Writing in 1790, William Beckford estimated that there were about fifty houses in the town of 

Black River, and most of these were located along the High Street. wƻōŜǊǘǎƻƴΩǎ мулп ƳŀǇ ŀƭǎƻ 

shows a few buildings at the start of Crane Road, close to the bridge. These most likely included 

the Cranes or shipping places discussed above. In late eighteenth-century Black River, the 

houses were all made of wood and were nothing like the grand, imposing structures that 

became typical of High Street in the late nineteenth century when wealth from the logwood 

trade brought splendour and luxury to the town of Black River. These earlier houses were 

simple wooden dwellings, although those owned by merchants and shopkeepers usually had 

two storeys. Shops or stores were located downstairs while the upstairs formed the dwelling 

for the families. The roofs of the early Black River homes were covered with cedar or broad leaf 

shingles which gave protection from the sun and heavy rain.  

The Zong Monument in Black River: Let us Never Forget 

As noted before, Black River was for many years the entry port for many thousands of enslaved 

Africans brought to the parish to provide the forced labour for all of the economic activities 

carried out in St Elizabeth. In 1781, the slave ship, the Zong, left West Africa with about 440 

captured Africans on board. Although a ship the size of the Zong could only safely carry about 

мфо ǎƭŀǾŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴ ƘŀŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ the ship so as to 

make more profit from the sale of the captives. ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ .ƭŀŎƪ wƛǾŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

the intention was to conduct an auction of these captives at the Town Wharf. On the voyage 

across the Atlantic, disease and starvation caused several Africans to become sick and some 

died.  
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Legally, the owners of the ship could be compensated for loss of cargo (as slaves were 

classified) by the insurance company in Liverpool, England. However, the compensation would 

not be paid if the insurers could prove that the ship was overloaded. Therefore, in addition to 

throwing the bodies of dead slaves overboard (a customary practice by captains of slave ships), 

the captain of the Zong ordered that at least 130 Africans be thrown alive into the waters of the 

Atlantic in order to lighten the load and also to facilitate the claim to the insurers for 

compensation for loss of cargo. This was an act of deliberate and cruel murder and although no 

one was punished by the English law courts, the Zong Massacre, as the event became known, 

strengthened the campaign by British abolitionists like Granville Sharp to speedily bring an end 

to the slave trade. 

When the Zong docked in Black River Harbour on December 22, 1781, there were less than 200 

Africans on board. The Zong Monument in Black River stands as a constant memorial to those 

whose lives were cruelly snuffed out in this way. On 22 December, 2019, under the auspices of 

the Ministry of Culture, Gender, Entertainment and Sport, in collaboration with the National 

Council on Reparation, a wreath-laying ceremony was held at the Zong Monument to honour 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ 9ŀǊƭƛŜǊΣ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ IƛƎƘ 

Street in Black River. The Zong Monument is a constant reminder of the tragic price which so 

many had to pay to ensure economic prosperity of the parish right up to Emancipation. 15 

The Town of Lacovia: The First Capital of St Elizabeth until 1773 

Location of Lacovia: Advantages 

Located at a distance of about seven miles from the town of Black River, the town of Lacovia 

grew up around the same time as Black River, from most indications, in the decade after the 

creation of the parish. It was almost inevitable that Lacovia would be established where it was. 

The site where the town grew and prospered was populated all around by settlements 

including sugar estates and other properties, and Lacovia was at the intersection of all of these. 

It was situated between the Y.S. and the Black River, and this was the ideal spot for the town of 

Lacovia as it was in a central position to benefit from the river traffic that flowed up and down 

these two rivers.  

At a time when the surrounding properties sent their sugar, rum, molasses, mahogany, 

logwood, pimento and other products down to the Black River Harbour by river boats known as 

lighters, the town served as a convenient mid-shipment point and sometimes as a place for 

storage until the river boats arrived. In the course of the eighteenth century, Lacovia became 

well established as an inland port for shipping sugar and other commodities down the river to 

the town of Black River. [ŀŎƻǾƛŀΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛŘŜŀƭ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ǊƻŀŘ Ǌŀƴ 

through the town and connected it to places such as Lacovia and Holland Sugar Estates to the 
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west and other properties to the east. The main carriage road also ran right down to the 

Lacovia Bridge over the Black River, connecting Lacovia to the livestock pens of the Pedro Plains 

and southern St Elizabeth. [ŀŎƻǾƛŀΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ-placed location helped to explain its prosperity in the 

eighteenth century and above all allowed it to surpass Black River for about fifty years in the 

eighteenth century as the administrative capital of St Elizabeth until 1773.

 

Lacovia: Overlooking the Black River from the Lacovia Bridge Courtesy of the National Library of 

Jamaica 

How Lacovia Got Its Name 

Edward Long suggested that the name Lacovia may have come from the Spanish words, La 

agua via which meant the watery way or lago-via, the way by the lake. He further explained 

that water from the nearby morass often overflowed the fairly low-lying land where Lacovia 

was situated. It seems more likely that the name Lacovia came from the Spanish word La caoba 

(also the Taino word), which means mahogany, as the area where the town grew up had an 

abundance of mahogany forests, and the shipping of mahogany wood down the Black River was 

important to the town during its infancy and throughout the eighteenth century. To this day, 

some residents ƻŦ [ŀŎƻǾƛŀ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŦƻƴŘƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά/ƻōƛŜέ ƻǊ ά/ƻōȅ,έ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ 

simplified version of the Spanish name Caoba. This customary name for Lacovia seems to have 

been quite popular from earlier times as seen in the descriptions of life in Lacovia in 1912 given 

by the late Una Marson, Jamaican feminist, writer and trail-blazing daughter of St Elizabeth (see 

later section on her). Seven-year old Una, on a visit to Lacovia in 1912, was captivated by the 

women selling cashew nuts, who when asked where thŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŦǊƻƳΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŀƴƎ ƻǳǘ ά/ƻōƛŜ ǘƻ 

ōŜ ǎǳǊŜέΦ 
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Lacovia up to Emancipation 

St Thomas Anglican Church and the Quaker Meeting House 

Because of its central location almost in the middle of the parish and because there were so 

many nearby settlements, the town of Lacovia grew steadily in infrastructure and importance 

over the course of the eighteenth century. As was the case with Black River, the Anglicans built 

a church in Lacovia from the very early eighteenth century. This was St Thomas Anglican Church 

which was mentioned in official reports to the governor from as early as 1723. Both the parish 

Church of St John the Evangelist and St Thomas Anglican Church had to share one minister, who 

was John Kelly. Reverend Kelly conducted services every other Sunday in Lacovia as he also had 

to lead the services in Black River on the alternate Sundays. Around this same time, the 

Quakers also had a Meeting House in Lacovia, as a few of the property owners, such as the 

Gales and the Dicksons, were Quakers. 

Lacovia, the Capital until 1773 

/ǊŀǎƪŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ {ƛƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ мтсо ǎƘƻǿǎ [ŀŎƻǾƛŀ ŀǎ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ .ƭŀŎƪ wƛǾŜǊ 

at that time, and this was not surprising as Lacovia was growing in importance as the 

administrative centre and capital of St Elizabeth. hƴŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ 

was its central location, which made it easier for persons to travel to Lacovia than to Black 

River. In the eighteenth century, the Lacovia Court House was the venue for the regular 

meetings of the St Elizabeth Vestry (like a parish council), as well as for holding court sessions of 

the Quarter-Sessions and Petty Courts. Elections for the parish vestry were also held here. 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ [ŀŎƻǾƛŀΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻwn 

ƘŀŘ ǘǿƻ άƎƻƻŘ ǘŀǾŜǊƴǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ 

conduct business or to attend court. By then, crossing the Black River, from one side of Lacovia 

to the other, had been made possible by the construction of the wooden Lacovia Bridge.  

As the town of Black River grew and developed over the course of the eighteenth century, it 

gradually surpassed Lacovia in terms of its economic and strategic importance. By 1773, 

therefore, the decision was made to transfer the meetings of the St Elizabeth Vestry to Black 

River, which then became the capital of St Elizabeth. Court sessions, originally held at Lacovia, 

were transferred to Black River by an Act dated December 6, 1788. Thereafter, Lacovia, though 

not insignificant, remained in the shadow of Black River. 

Lacovia: People and Places 

Lacovia was once home to a considerable number of Jews who were descended from families 

which had been in Jamaica from the days of Spanish rule. There was a Jewish population 

present in Black River as well. By the eighteenth century, some of these Jews had altered their 
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names. Some Jewish settlers who had connections in both Black River and Lacovia were granted 

lands in the parish starting with the reign of King Charles 11. Some of these included George 

Elkins, who was granted 600 acres in 1669, Moses Cardosa (500 acres) in 1674, Joseph daCosta 

Alveranga (500 acres) in 1674, Abraham Keeling (540 acres) in 1675, Alexander (300 acres) in 

1763 and Levy Isaacs (300 acres) in 1765.  

A Jewish cemetery was established in the town of Lacovia, and this pointed to their importance 

in the history of the town. There are large numbers of Jewish tombstones in the Lacovia 

Cemetery όŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ 5ƛŎƪŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ wǳn), and many of these have only Hebrew writings 

engraved on the tombstones. Nevertheless, some of the Lacovia tombstones which have 

English inscriptions include those of De Bemaventurada, Rachel, who died in 1749. She was the 

mother of Abraham Lindo. Others include Isaac Frois senior, who died in 1751 at the age of 

seventy four, Benjamin Henriques Lopez, who died in 1752, Ehan Furtado, who died in 1755 at 

the age of thirty six years and a boy of thirteen years, Isaac Stevenson, who died in 1791. 

Joseph de Jacob Nunes Lara and Abraham Tavares senior, who died in 1803 at eighty four years, 

are also buried there. There was also a small Quaker cemetery in Lacovia. 

Lacovia Tombstone 

While travelling the road from Black River to Balaclava, there is a landmark which many 

associate with the eighteenth century history of Lacovia. This landmark, which seems to have 

survived the test of time and road improvement, consists of two large tombstones, standing six 

feet apart from each other. One of the tombstones is built of cut stone and has no inscription. 

The second is a brick structure which has engravings on a large marble slab. It is here in this 

second tomb that a young man, fifteen year old Thomas Jordan Spencer, was buried in 1738. 

While the identity of the other person is unknown, the most common explanation of the 
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circumstances of the deaths seems to have a connection with Lacovia. 

 

The Tombs at Lacovia Courtesy of the National Library of Jamaica 

It is believed that Spencer and another man argued while at one of LŀŎƻǾƛŀΩǎ ǘǿƻ ǘŀǾŜǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ 

that this disagreement led to a duel between the two. In those days, disagreements between 

men of high social standing were usually settled by one of the two being challenged to a duel. 

This was a gunfight in which the aim was to kill the opponent by firing a deadly shot first. In this 

case, it is believed that both men died from their wounds and were buried side by side there. 

Although the evidence to support the claim is somewhat shaky, some argue that Spencer was 

well connected socially, his father being a member of the Althorp family and his mother being a 

member of the Quaker family of Jordans. In any event, this double burial, whatever the 

circumstances may have been, has permanently influenced the name of the location which 

remains known as Lacovia Tombstone. On 25 December, 2008, the Jamaica National Heritage 

Trust declared Lacovia Tombstone a National Monument. 16 
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St Elizabeth in the Post-Slavery Period to the end of the Nineteenth Century 

 

Changes in Landownership, Settlement Patterns and Economic Activities: An Overview  

Landownership: What Changed and What Remained the Same: 

The ending of legal slavery on 1st August 1834 and the coming of full freedom four years later 

on 1st August 1838 marked the beginning of dramatic changes in land ownership, settlement 

patterns and economic activities across the parish of St Elizabeth and the rest of the island. 

Before Emancipation, the only black owners of land in the parish were the Maroons who owned 

in common, the lands granted to them at Accompong as part of the treaty settlement. From the 

creation of St Elizabeth until Emancipation, land ownership had been the privilege of whites, 

and eventually, a small group of Jews and free coloureds. Therefore, the first major change 

which occurred was in land ownership after Emancipation. This landmark change was the rise of 

a group of black land owners, for the most part small farmers or peasants, in St Elizabeth. At 

the same time, because of continuing economic problems after 1838, there was also a decrease 

in the numbers of white landowners in St Elizabeth, as some estate owners were forced to sell 

or abandon their properties, and several chose to go elsewhere. Nevertheless, in the period 

after Emancipation, some aspects of land ownership remained unchanged. Surviving sugar 

estates, as well as the many livestock pens, remained in the hands of white landowners. 

Settlement Patterns: What Changed and What Remained the Same: 

As seen earlier, while slavery existed, settlement patterns had been influenced largely by 

economic factors, with settlements being established in different parts of St Elizabeth, 

according to geographical conditions and choice of economic activity. For example, sugar 

properties occupied the fertile lands in and around the Black River basin, moving northwards 

from the middle of the parish, while the grassy plains of the south encouraged the extensive 

spread of livestock pens. In the post-slavery period, although there was a reduction in the 

number of sugar estates in operation in the parish, settlement patterns continued to be 

influenced by choice of economic activity, and surviving sugar properties were still found in the 

lands around the Black River and the Y.S. River. Owners of livestock properties continued to 

locate their pens on the grassy plains and savannahs of the south. Enslavement, as long as it 

lasted, had decided where slaves lived.  

Emancipation, by freeing the slaves, helped to bring about the second major change, which was 

in settlement patterns. The formerly enslaved now had the freedom to choose where they 

wished to live and settle down with their families. IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǘƻ 

choose where they wished to settle down would be influenced by the availability of land and 
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other opportunities such as coastal fishing. In this respect, the continued decline of sugar and 

coffee properties in St Elizabeth after Emancipation also influenced the settlement patterns of 

the freed people, because lands from several of these properties were put up for sale and 

quickly purchased by the former slaves or persons acting on their behalf. Some of the freed 

people who could not acquire lands moved towards coastal areas where they tried to make a 

living by fishing, perhaps combined with other activities. This is discussed more fully in the 

section which deals with the fishing communities along Treasure Beach in the twentieth 

century. Very importantly as seen shortly, St Elizabeth became one of only a few parishes that 

saw a migration of freed people into the parish from other parts of Jamaica to seek land and to 

settle down. As will be seen, there were also attempts to establish white settlements in St 

Elizabeth. 

 

Economic Activities: What Changed and What Remained the Same: 

Despite the challenges faced by sugar estate owners, including indebtedness, lack of capital and 

stiff competition from cheaper producers of sugar in places like Cuba and Brazil, some sugar 

estates persevered throughout the nineteenth century even into the twentieth (dealt with 

further). Yet many more owners were forced to abandon sugar production, and some of these 

converted their properties into a mix of livestock rearing and agricultural production. Others 

sold their estates and left the island. Large-scale coffee production on large coffee plantations 

all but disappeared in post-slavery St Elizabeth. Instead, small-scale coffee production was 

taken over by the small farmers, ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ƛƴ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭƘƻƭŘŜǊΩǎ ŎǊƻǇ 

instead of a plantation crop. Livestock pens continued to prosper in the post slavery period, and 

this was largely because their owners increasingly diversified the items produced alongside 

livestock. Changes occurred too in the number of properties, which shifted from sugar and rum 

production to an emphasis on livestock rearing, and this was increasingly evident as the 

nineteenth century went on.  

Pimento, corn, cotton and above all, logwood, became more and more important as money 

earners along with livestock. Logwood exports had been an important economic activity long 

before Emancipation, but as the nineteenth century progressed, logwood became the most 

important product of many of these properties, at times overshadowing the raising of cattle 

and the breeding of horses as earners of income in St Elizabeth. The production of peasant 

crops, especially ground provisions, but also coffee, ginger, pimento and corn by the new 

smallholding class, became economically important to St Elizabeth in the post-slavery period. 

Very importantly, there was also a tremendous diversification in occupations which developed 

in the post-slavery period especially in the villages and towns in response to different needs 

which arose with a free society. 
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Explaining the Rise of the St Elizabeth Small Farmers: 

Opportunities to Earn Money even before Full Freedom in 1838 

When slavery was abolished on 1st August 1834, all former slaves who were six years and older 

on that date, were made to serve a period known as the Apprenticeship. During this time, they 

were still in many ways under the control of their former owners, being bound to work without 

wages for three quarters of the work week, and they remained tied to the property on which 

they had been enslaved. However, for the rest of the week, their time was their own, and if 

they chose to work, they had to be paid. This ability to earn wages during the Apprenticeship 

was to become very important in helping to bring about the dramatic changes in landownership 

and settlement patterns, which took place in the parish of St Elizabeth, and the rest of the 

island, once full freedom was declared on 1st August, 1838.  

However, even before the abolition of slavery, the enslaved had been allowed to sell the 

produce that they had grown on the provision grounds at the regular Sunday markets. Some 

slaves had been steadily saving this money all along. The importance of earning money during 

the Apprenticeship period was shown by the comments of the special magistrate for St 

Elizabeth, John Daughtrey, who reported that in 1836, two years after the start of the 

Apprenticeship, some apprentices were already able to purchase small lots of land which they 

planned to farm at the end of their period of apprenticeship. 

¢ƘŜ CǊŜŜŘ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ [ŀƴŘ Ownership to the Achievement of 

Real Freedom 

Perhaps the most important explanation for the impressive rise of the small farmers in St 

Elizabeth and elsewhere was the recognition on their part of the significance of land ownership 

to the true meaning of freedom. Land would help them to achieve some amount of 

independence from reliance on wages from the estate or livestock pens and would allow them 

to better provide for the material needs of their families. It would also strengthen their 

freedom of choice, whether to work outside of their farms, because land would provide them 

with an income. If they decided that they needed additional income, land of their own also 

strengthened their freedom of choice over where to work and under what terms and conditions 

they would do so.   

Land ownership also meant that they could have a house of their own, free from threats of 

ejection and the demands which planter-landlords might make on them. This would ensure 

security of tenure for them and their families. As they adapted to a free society, the formerly 

enslaved also came to understand that owning land could allow them to vote for persons to 

represent their interests (if they satisfied the land requirement for voting), either in vestry 

elections or in elections of parish representatives to the House of Assembly. In all these ways, 
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land ownership was like a badge of freedom, providing them with opportunities to live as really 

free people. 

Post-Slavery Sale of Lands from Former Sugar and Coffee Properties in St Elizabeth 

The availability of land for sale to the ex-slaves in St Elizabeth was directly connected to the 

decline being experienced by large coffee producers and several sugar estates in the parish, 

even before full Emancipation in 1838. A history of indebtedness, falling prices on the 

international market and competition from producers of cheaper and better quality sugar, as 

well as coffee, took their toll on the ability of many of these properties to stay afloat. Some 

owners of sugar estates were willing to sell marginal land to the ex-slaves in the hope of making 

sufficient money to make improvements on their estates. At first, most sugar planters resisted 

the idea of selling land to former slaves as they believed that this would discourage potential 

workers from giving labour to the estates. Hard-pressed owners of coffee plantations were less 

resistant to selling land to the freed people, and it was from the breaking up of these coffee 

properties that most small farmers in St Elizabeth were able to obtain land. Several properties 

were abandoned altogether and put up for sale by agents. Ex-slaves acquired land in this way as 

well.  

From 1832 until about 1847, six sugar estates in St Elizabeth with a total of 18,010 acres were 

abandoned, while in the same period fourteen coffee properties in the parish, with a total of 

9,464 acres, were also abandoned. There were also changes in land ownership patterns among 

the owners of small and medium sized coffee estates or properties, who had engaged in mixed 

cultivation before 1838. In St Elizabeth, there was a marked decline in these medium properties 

between fifty and two hundred and fifty acres in size. The freed people benefitted from the sale 

of these. From the Apprenticeship period onwards, land was being sold for as much as £4 or £5 

an acre, and by 1839, newspapers carried a lot of advertisements about land being offered for 

ǎŀƭŜ ǘƻ άǘƘŜ ƭŀōƻǳǊƛƴƎ ǇŜŀǎŀƴǘǊȅέΦ By the middle of the 1840s, this pattern of sale to the ex-

slaves had become well established. Often, entire estates were bought, usually by missionaries, 

especially the Moravians, and then subdivided and sold to the freed people. 

From Slaves to Small Farmers: The Amazing Transformation in Land Ownership among the 

Freed People of St Elizabeth 

Although the rise of the small farming class of peasants after Emancipation took place in 

varying degrees right across Jamaica, there were six parishes clustered in the middle of the 

island which experienced the greatest growth in small settlements (defined as those under fifty 

acres but more likely to be less than ten acres). The six parishes of St Elizabeth, Manchester, St 

Ann, St Mary, Clarendon and St Thomas in the Vale (now part of St Catherine), accounted for 

ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ WŀƳŀƛŎŀΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ Ǉƻǎǘ-slavery period. This 
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pattern was a clear result of the greater availability of land for sale to ex-slaves in these 

parishes. In St Elizabeth and Manchester, there was a marked tendency for ex-slaves to buy 

land from the failing coffee properties, even more than from the declining sugar estates. It was 

hardly surprising that the St Elizabeth small farmers initially completely took over the 

production of coffee, which then became ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭƘƻƭŘŜǊΩǎ ŎǊƻǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΦ 

The most noticeable increase in the number of smallholders in St Elizabeth took place between 

1840 and 1845. Figures given here from the Jamaica Almanac (1840 and 1845) show the 

numbers of properties which were less than ten acres, as well as those over ten and up to fifty 

acres. In 1840, there were eighty three persons, who owned less than ten acres each. By 1845, 

owners of less than ten acres had increased significantly to 1,418. Also in 1840, there were 

forty-five owners of between ten and nineteen acres, and by 1845, this category of small 

farmers had jumped to 382.  In 1840, there were 117 persons who owned between twenty and 

forty-nine acres. By 1845, owners of between twenty and forty-nine acres had increased to 255. 

In 1840, therefore, there were in total, 245 small farmers in St Elizabeth. By 1845, the total 

number of small farmers in the parish had increased tremendously to 2,055.    

Names given to some of these small farming properties indicated how the freed people felt 

about the importance of being able to own land for the first time. Little Ease was used by 

several new owners, perhaps showing the expectations that they had as landowners. Other 

interesting names included Save Rent (10 acres), Small Hope (10), Happy Hut (10), Content (14), 

New Hope (10), New Purchase (16), Providence (10), Homeland (10), Happy Valley (17), Success 

(22), Retreat (15), Comfort (13), Mount Blessed (10), Paradise (10), Fruitland (10), Happy 

Content (20), Labour Hill (10), Contented Hall (10) and Try See (11 acres).  

The majority of the smallholders listed in the Jamaica Almanac were men, but there were also 

several women who acquired land of their own. Some of these female owners included Louisa 

Brooks (Merry Land, 10 acres), Hannah Burton (Mount Pleasant, 12 acres), Elizabeth Clark 

(Comfort, 13 acres), Susan Crawford (Paradise, 10 acres), Eliza Dawkins (Fruitland, 10 acres) and 

Susan Dawkins (Pleasant Hill, 12 acres). 

 

Some Important Changes in Settlement Patterns in St Elizabeth after Emancipation 

{ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ άaƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ [ŀƴŘǎέ 

As seen earlier, the settlement patterns among the newly freed people who became 

landowners were largely influenced by the locations of sugar and coffee properties whose lands 

were being sold. However, as Special Magistrate John Daughtrey reported, the freed people 

ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ōǳȅ άƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƭŀƴŘǎέ, rather than settle for any land that was 
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available. Mountain lands were those sections of the plantations and estates (coffee as well as 

sugar), which had been set aside by the owners specifically for the slaves to grow provisions. 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ƭŀƴŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƭƻǇŜ ƻǊ Ƙƛƭƭȅ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀǘŜΣ ƘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ άƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ 

ƭŀƴŘǎέΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŀƴŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ provisions 

(which they intended to continue), as well as a variety of other crops such as ginger and 

pimento, they tried, where possible, ǘƻ ǎŜǘǘƭŜ ƻƴ άƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƭŀƴŘǎέΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴ 

interest in settling in areas that were not too far from a church. 

Post-Slavery Migration from other Parishes into St Elizabeth 

An important change in island-wide settlement patterns which also affected settlement in St 

Elizabeth was the migration of ex-slaves from other parishes into St Elizabeth, especially in the 

early post-slavery years. During the first six years of freedom, only three of the parishes that 

had quite large increases in their small farming populations were able to attract settlers from 

outside of their parish boundaries. The three were St Elizabeth, St Mary and St Thomas in the 

Vale, and the outsiders left their parishes to settle in these areas because there was more 

available land for small settlement there. Migration from other parishes into St Elizabeth (and 

elsewhere) continued in the years between 1844 and 1861. During these years, there was a 

significant exodus of freed blacks away from previously successful sugar parishes in the west 

like St James and Hanover, where despite some challenges for sugar producers, the large 

estates still dominated the land, and therefore, land hunger was an important factor pulling 

freed people into St Elizabeth, as well as Manchester, Clarendon, St Ann and St Thomas in the 

Vale (later part of St Catherine). Ex-slaves also migrated from the poorer parishes of Portland 

and St David into St Elizabeth where there had always been a more diversified economy with 

opportunities for work on the thriving livestock pens, as well as in the increasingly expanding 

and prosperous logwood trade.  

The Census figures for the parish in 1844 and 1861 give an idea of the increase in the 

population of St Elizabeth, some of which would have been natural, and some of which would 

have been the result of migration into the parish from other parts of Jamaica. In 1844, the total 

population was 25,446 and by 1861, this had increased to 37,777 persons. Of the total 

population of the parish in 1844, there were 18,923 black residents, while by 1861 this number 

had increased to 28,503. 17 

How the Expansion of Small Farmers Led to an Increase in the Settlement of Villages and 

Towns across St Elizabeth 

Before Emancipation, while the enslaved population was tied to the estates, they were 

dependent mainly on the property owners to supply their needs. Therefore, the pattern of 

trade which existed in the parish took place largely between the owners of estates and 
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livestock properties, on the one hand, and the merchants in the coastal town of Black River on 

the other. Under slavery, goods produced by the estates and other properties were sent 

downriver to the coastal seaport town of Black River, from where they were shipped to Britain. 

Imported goods such as foodstuff, estate supplies and manufactured items were obtained from 

Britain and brought into the parish through the coastal town of Black River. Besides Lacovia, 

there were no other well-established inland towns in St Elizabeth before Emancipation. This 

was mainly because the large enslaved population was tied to the estates and other properties 

across the parish. As seen before, Lacovia was able to rise to some prominence during slavery 

because of its proximity to several properties in the area which used Lacovia as a mid-shipment 

point and storage facility for their goods until these could be taken down to Black River. As seen 

earlier, the town also became important as the centre for the administration of parish affairs, at 

least until 1773. 

Nevertheless, what did exist in a few inland areas of St Elizabeth before Emancipation were 

small internal market centres to which the enslaved were allowed to take their provisions on 

Sunday (which was the established market day under slavery), for sale to free people as well as 

other slaves. A very limited internal trade in provisions, handicraft goods and other items 

produced by slaves in their spare time took place at these centres while slavery was still in 

force. In the post-Emancipation period, these small trading locations were to develop into the 

villages and towns that exist today in St Elizabeth, and it was the amazing growth in the small 

farming group that allowed this to happen. 

One of the most important effects of the considerable growth of the small farming group was 

therefore a dramatic increase in the inland villages and towns in St Elizabeth. As the freed 

people moved away from the estates and onto their own small holdings, two things began to 

happen. The first was that the small farmers who were spread out all over the parish needed 

places at which they could market or sell their provisions and goods. It was natural and logical 

that the former slaves, now small farmers and free labourers, would continue to use the small 

market centres to which they had been accustomed during slavery. As more and more of the 

freed people acquired land, the volume of buying and selling at these market centres increased 

tremendously. With more and more free labourers earning cash wages, there was also an 

increased demand on their part for consumer goods, and hence an increase in the amount of 

commerce being done at these centres.  

Therefore, the second important change that took place was that shops and stores had to be 

built at these locations to handle the vast increase of trade and merchants, storekeepers and 

traders, as well as other workers, began to settle in these areas. Soon, what had started out as 

a small location for limited trade on a Sunday during slavery, now blossomed and grew into a 
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village or a town as houses and other buildings, such as a church and a fixed market place, were 

all established as fixtures in the new village or town. 

 Importantly, the small farmers also began to produce crops which had to be exported, and this 

increased the volume of trade goods coming into these villages from the small farms. The 

pattern of the export trade routes then saw the inland villages and remaining estates sending 

their goods to the coastal town of Black River for export to overseas buyers. On the reverse 

side, the demand for imported goods grew, with the earning power of the Emancipated, and 

the pattern of trade saw these goods coming into Black River from where they were sent to the 

interior villages and towns for sale. All of this increased export and import trade in what started 

out as small internal trading centres and gradually transformed these centres by the middle of 

the nineteenth century into bustling villages and towns.  

Several of these villages and towns took their names from the estates (coffee as well as sugar) 

or the livestock properties which were nearby or on which the ex-slaves in the area had worked 

(for example, Goshen). In some cases, the new communities kept the name of the property 

from which lands were bought by the ex-slaves. Malvern was a good example of this. Many of 

the freed people who did not own land came to live and work in these areas in various 

occupations (butchers, bakers, shoemakers, tavern keepers, craftsmen for example). Villages 

and towns which grew in this way included Junction, Balaclava, Malvern, Goshen, New Market, 

Siloah, Southfield and Santa Cruz. (Some of these are discussed further). aŀƭǾŜǊƴΩǎ 

development was influenced by the decline and eventual sale of the lands of Malvern Coffee 

Plantation to the freed people. Indeed, the community of Malvern took its name from the large 

coffee property from which the lands were bought. 

The community of Malvern was a good example of the mixture of rural small farmers who lived 

in the hilly areas of Malvern and grew coffee as well as provisions and other crops, and the 

urban skilled workers who came to live in the town of Malvern itself. (This is discussed shortly). 

As seen earlier, neither Lacovia nor Black River matched this pattern as they were both vibrant 

towns in existence long before Emancipation, Importantly though, the volume of trade shown 

above led to a marked expansion of Black River (because of its importance as the port for 

imports and exports). Lacovia, because of its role as a mid-shipment point for surrounding 

districts, was a long-established interior town. Because Lacovia was at the crossroads of the 

main carriage roads and the bridle paths, its location allowed it to benefit from the trade of 

surrounding communities. 18 
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On the Way to Market: Lacovia, St Elizabeth Courtesy of the National Library of Jamaica 

 

Free Villages and other Settlements in Post-Slavery St Elizabeth: Bethsalem and Aberdeen 

In the post-slavery period, in some of the other parishes such as St Catherine, the churches and 

missionaries had played a major role in the establishment of villages by purchasing large 

amounts of land and then re-selling smaller sub-divisions of land to the freed people. This was 

done with the aim of setting up church-controlled villages wherever possible. Church-controlled 

free villages were generally not the case in St Elizabeth. Where they did exist in the parish, free 

villages or communities were usually established by the freed people themselves, using their 

own resources and initiative, even when they got the support of the church. Having set up their 

communities, the freed people also encouraged missionaries to set up a church and school in 

their community, most times, supplying the labour free of cost for the building of these two 

structures, which they regarded as important to their welfare and that of their families. Two 

examples of these types of communities were Bethsalem and Aberdeen. 

 

Bethsalem 

The settlement of Bethsalem got its name from the Baptists even though the freed people who 

lived there had established their homes in the area independently of the missionaries. The 

community and the Baptist Mission were located in the northern part of St Elizabeth below 

!ŎŎƻƳǇƻƴƎΦ ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ мупмΣ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛǘǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ άŘŜŜǇŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
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Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

were unfamiliar to everyone except its residents. In 1839, Baptist missionaries bought the 

premises which had been home to the Superintendent of the Accompong Maroons and 

converted it to a mission station, intended to serve both as the residence of the Minister as well 

as the church. They named the mission Bethsalem which ƳŜŀƴǘ άǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ tŜŀŎŜέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 

they wished to contrast it with the former purpose of the {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǎ ŀ άƘƻǳǎŜ 

ƻŦ ǿŀǊέ, from which Maroons were given orders to hunt down runaway slaves. A smaller one-

room structure on the premises served as a school for the children. The name Bethsalem was 

soon applied to the community of freed people who lived and worked on their small plots of 

land in the area, and the Baptist missionaries commented that ex-slaves from the community, 

as well as some Maroons from Accompong, attended church at the mission there and also sent 

their children to the adjoining school. Today, there is a road called Bethsalem Road which leads 

to the community.  

Aberdeen Free Village 

Aberdeen Village was formed by ex-slaves who acquired lands from Aberdeen Sugar Estate 

around 1845 and established a community which provided them with a way of life which was 

independent of the estate to which they had been tied as slaves. !ǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΣ άƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ 

ƭŀƴŘǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭȅ ōŀŎƪ ƭŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŜǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ 

provisions to feed themselves and to sell at the Sunday markets. The experience on these 

provision grounds had provided slaves not only with food and a small income, but had also 

exposed them to the farming culture of the peasant or small farmer long before they became 

free. It was therefore natural that when freedom came, and as soon as they were able to 

acquire land, they would make the transition into the small farming world. The mountain lands 

of Aberdeen Sugar Estate, located to the east of Accompong Town, provided them with this 

opportunity in the early years after Emancipation. 

The Moravian church had been very active among the enslaved on Aberdeen Estate. In 1845, 

with encouragement from the Moravian missionaries, many of the former slaves were able to 

buy individual plots of land parcelled out of 1,200 acres of mountain land which had been part 

of the sugar estate. These mountain back lands were close to the Maroon lands of Accompong, 

and the free village of Aberdeen emerged in the southern foothills of the Cockpit Country closer 

to the plains.  The proximity of the new free village to Accompong made it possible for the two 

communities of Maroons and Aberdonians (ex-slaves from Aberdeen Estate) to establish close 

cultural and farming ties. The emancipated slaves from Aberdeen formed the majority of the 

residents of the Aberdeen free community, but their numbers were also increased over time by 

some Maroons who migrated from Accompong to forge ties with the Aberdonians. Over the 

years, the descendants of the original inhabitants of Aberdeen Village transformed what were 
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initially purchased lands into family lands. In this way and in keeping with African tradition, 

each generation of the extended families had the right to farm the lands and to benefit from 

the fruits of the land with the understanding that the lands could not be sold. 

Mulgrave Settlement 

In the period leading up to Emancipation, many whites in Jamaica felt (however mistakenly) 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦǊŜŜŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜŜŘ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ƻŦ άŎƛǾƛƭƛǎŜŘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊέ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ 

hard work by successful white labourers and farming communities. It was believed that such 

examples would ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ άƛŘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜέ 

behaviour and provide labour for the plantations. Moreover, there was a concern that white 

immigrants should be encouraged to settle in Jamaica after 1834 in order to balance out the 

possibility of an overwhelming free black majority controlling the society. These were the 

cultural beliefs of white society, which although some were influenced by racist views, 

nevertheless helped to influence the move to establish white settlements in St Elizabeth and 

elsewhere in Jamaica.  

White settlers were to come in as indentured servants who would be brought here at the 

expense of planters and later, the government. They were expected to work under contract for 

a number of years and were to be given land and agricultural tools at the end of their contracts. 

In this way it was hoped that they would become permanent settlers in Jamaica. Ideas such as 

these influenced the government of Jamaica to propose five white townships to be settled in 

the immediate post-slavery period by white indentured servants. The five proposed townships 

included Seaford Town in Westmoreland, Barrettville and New England in St Ann, Ashentully in 

Manchester and Mulgrave in St Elizabeth. Generally, they were not successful in setting up 

long-term white farming communities because at the end of their contracts, most of the white 

indentured servants who had not died from diseases either migrated, joined the police force or 

wandered off into the coastal towns to make a living.  

The Mulgrave settlement in St Elizabeth was established in 1834 in the area between Elderslie 

and Ipswich on land owned by the Honourable John Salmon. At the time, Salmon was an 

ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ This settlement 

was named in honour of the Earl of Mulgrave who was governor of Jamaica between 1832 and 

1834. About forty English settlers were brought in to start the Mulgrave settlement. Many 

hardships affected the early settlers, but the most challenging were the tropical fevers and 

other diseases to which newly arrived whites had little or no resistance. In spite of the kindness 

and assistance given by Salmon and his family, the Mulgrave settlement did not do well as a 

white settlement in the long run. Some of the surviving whites left the island, while others 

blended in with the white population in Black River. Later, plots of land at Mulgrave were given 
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to East Indian immigrants, and some remained as farmers in the community. Mulgrave remains 

as a community today but it is certainly not as its original creators intended. 19 

Economic Activities in St Elizabeth after Emancipation: Continuity and Change 

The State of the Sugar Industry in the Parish, 1838-1900 

A Picture of Decline 

Throughout Jamaica, the owners of sugar estates faced increasingly challenging times after 

Emancipation. For many, this trend continued throughout the rest of the nineteenth century. 

As seen earlier, the problems facing the owners of estates did not begin with the freeing of the 

slaves. Careless management and indebtedness had plagued some estate owners even before 

1834, bringing many properties close to collapse and some to actual failure. For example, in St 

Elizabeth in 1772, there were thirty-two sugar estates, but this number had declined to twenty-

three by 1791. Emancipation, by giving the workers freedom of choice over place of 

employment, worsened the picture for the sugar estates in particular, whose continued success 

depended on a reliable labour force among other things. The immediate impact of 

9ƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǎǳƎŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ƛǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ 

which were abandoned shortly before 1834 and up to 1848. Six sugar estates with a total land 

area of 18,010 acres and fourteen coffee properties with a total area of 9,464 acres were 

abandoned between 1832 and 1848.  

The 1846 Sugar Duties Act multiplied the woes of the sugar industry by exposing the British 

West Indian sugar producers to stiff competition from foreign producers of cheaper and 

superior sugar. The effects were seen in a continuation of the decline in St Elizabeth, going from 

twenty estates in 1844 (before the Sugar Duties Act) to twelve in 1848 (two years after the Act), 

and by 1854, there were still twelve sugar estates in operation in the parish. Problems were 

worsened with the competition on the European market from beet sugar producers in the later 

nineteenth century. Those owners who could afford technological changes to improve the 

quality of sugar produced, as well as labour saving devices, tended to stay afloat. Those who 

could not buckled under the strain, and many properties previously devoted to sugar collapsed 

or were abandoned. As seen earlier, this decline and abandonment of large sugar estates and 

coffee properties in St Elizabeth helped to facilitate the tremendous changes in land ownership 

by the freed people, which marked the landscape of the parish after Emancipation. As Barry 

Higman pointed out, the decline in the number of large properties was especially rapid in the 

parishes of St Elizabeth, Manchester, St Ann and St Thomas, and this was reflected in the very 

marked rise of the class of peasant farmers in these parishes. 
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Sugar Survives in Late Nineteenth-Century St Elizabeth 

As a result of these challenges previously outlined, there were very few sugar estates which 

were in production by 1878 in St Elizabeth. That they were able to survive and at times, to 

prosper, was the result of careful management, investment of capital in technological 

improvements, as well as the willingness of owners and managers to diversify their products to 

include increased numbers of livestock, production of logwood and other commodities for 

export. In 1878, in a parish which by then was dominated by livestock properties or pens, the 

seven sugar estates which were still in production included YS and Ipswich Estates in Middle 

Quarters, Holland and Lacovia Estates in the general area of Lacovia, Mexico Estate, Appleton 

and Bagdale Estates in Siloah. These were all fairly large estates, but in this story of survival, the 

total number of acres which were under cane cultivation had to be considerably reduced so as 

to allow owners to make additional income from other activities as seen above.  

Holland Estate, for example, had a total area of 4,411 acres, of which only about 510 acres were 

planted in canes by the middle of the nineteenth century. The southern section of the estate 

was occupied by morass, but other areas were planted out in logwood trees and pasture for 

livestock. hƴŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ IƻƭƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ŀǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǎǳƎŀǊ 

estates, was its location close to the YS River and its access to reliable water power carried by 

the Persian waterwheel to the mill for the factory operations. At this time, Holland and Lacovia 

Estates were owned by John Gladstone, an English merchant planter. 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎǳƎŀǊΩǎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ƛƴ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ 

century. In 1891, the estates in sugar production were Appleton, owned by William Hill, Bogue, 

managed by Foster and Company, Elim, owned by J.M. Farquharson, Holland, by Allport and 

Calder, Island, by the Honourable W.H. Coke and YS owned by P. J. Browne. Two years before 

the end of the nineteenth century only three sugar estates were listed in production. These 

were Appleton, owned by A. M. Nathan, Holland, owned by M. H. M. Farquharson and YS, 

owned by the Browne brothers, with P. J. Browne as attorney. 

Sugar Cane Cultivation Compared to Other Agricultural Activity in Late Nineteenth Century St 

Elizabeth 

A clear picture of the decline in the significance of sugar production may be seen in the figures 

which showed acres of land in cultivation in the parish in 1878 and 1889.  In 1878, only 1,050 

acres were cultivated in canes, while 1,395 acres of coffee were being cultivated largely by 

small farmers. Pimento, along with some common pasture, amounted to 1,129 acres. The 

comparative success of small farming was also seen in the 4,540 acres of ground provisions 

grown in the same year. There were 15,474 acres under guinea grass and 20,511 acres occupied 

by common pasture, with these last two showing the continued importance of livestock rearing 
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in the parish, compared to sugar production.  By 1889, the decline in the amount of land under 

sugar cane cultivation, compared to other agricultural activity, was even more marked. In 1889, 

land devoted to cane cultivation was 438 acres, which was less than half of what it was in 1878. 

At the same time, there were 1,244 acres planted in coffee and 6,145 acres in ground 

provisions, and this showed the continued growth and importance of the small farming sector 

in St Elizabeth. The acreage devoted to guinea grass had jumped to 18,839 by 1889, and acres 

in common pasture (25,520) showed a significant increase over acreage in 1878. As noted 

above, these last two items of cultivation were linked to the success of the livestock properties 

in St Elizabeth. Corn cultivation was also proving very encouraging by 1889, with 403 acres 

under cultivation, largely on the savannahs. By the end of the century, St Elizabeth was the 

largest corn-producing parish in the island. 20 

 

Livestock Rearing in St Elizabeth, 1838-1900: From Strength to Strength 

The Importance of Livestock Rearing to St Elizabeth 

Livestock rearing on the pens of St Elizabeth had always been an important economic activity in 

St Elizabeth, providing draught animals for labour tasks on estates, supplying horses for 

breeding and racing and providing the local markets with beef for consumers, as well as 

ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƘƛŘŜǎΦ In 1889 for 

example, 260,641 lbs of hides were exported from the island (including St Elizabeth). Parts of 

the savannahs of St Elizabeth were famous for the horses bred on these livestock pens, and 

their owners were much sought after to supply superior stud horses and brood mares. In this 

respect, both the savannah grass and the abundant supply of corn aƭƭƻǿŜŘ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǇŜƴ 

keepers to feed their stock well and provide them with superior nutrition. 

In the post-slavery period, the livestock industry became even more widespread across the 

parish as several owners of declining sugar or coffee properties turned their attention to the 

rearing of cattle, horses and other animals. Logwood production on these properties became 

increasingly important as a valuable export during the nineteenth century. In 1844, St Elizabeth 

boasted ninety-one out of 378 breeding pens in Jamaica. By 1878, there were ninety-five 

livestock pens in the parish, with the highest numbers of pens located in Malvern (twenty), 

Black River (seventeen), New Market (sixteen), Goshen (fifteen) and Middle Quarters (eleven). 

The areas with fewer livestock properties in 1878 were Southfield (seven) Siloah (five) and 

Lacovia (four). Generally, the lowlands of St Elizabeth were well known for the superior quality 

of their cattle and horses, and the parish could boast of livestock properties such as Hodges 

Pen, Gilnock, Goshen and Long Hill, Friendship and Fullerswood. In 1903, livestock pens in the 

parish supplied 15,000 heads of cattle, 3,100 horses and 1,700 sheep. 
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Livestock Properties in Black River by 1878 

By 1878, several ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪ wƛǾŜǊΩǎ seventeen livestock pens had been in existence for almost a 

century, although some were older, while others emerged later. Some of the long-standing 

livestock pens in the Black River area were Dalintober/Dalintobee, owned by Eustace Allen, 

Pepper, managed by William Stubbs, Luama, owned by Arthur Parcell, Vineyard, managed by 

Edward Forrest and Fullerswood, which was owned by the Honourable John Salmon, Custos of 

St Elizabeth at the time. Other long-standing livestock properties in Black River by 1878 

included Lower Works, which was managed by J.M. Farquharson, merchant and magistrate for 

the parish and Hodges Pen, which was owned by John Shakespeare. (See earlier section on 

livestock pens before Emancipation). Lower Works became famous for horse-racing and in turn 

ƳŀŘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ wƛǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŀ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ άǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƪƛƴƎǎέΦ [ƻǿŜǊ ²ƻǊƪǎ ōǊŜŘ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŀǎ 

well as cattle, but was perhaps most famous for its mile-long racetrack, which proved to be one 

of the most exciting drawing-cards for the social elite in and around the parish. Lower Works, as 

well as other livestock properties such as Goshen, came to represent not only the cattle 

industry and its by-products, but also symbolized St EƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀŦŦŀƛǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻǊǎŜǎΦ  
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Goshen Livestock Property and Race Course Courtesy of the National Library of Jamaica 

Several of these properties were stud farms for the breeding of competitive race-horses. This 

passion for horses was shown by a famous Black River resident in the late nineteenth century, 

Tom Leyden. He was reported to have tiled his stables and treated his horses to the cooling 

breeze from electric fans at a time when very few had electricity. Other livestock pens in Black 

River by 1878 included Mt. Charles Pen, which was owned by A.K. Maitland, Cheltenham, 

Brompton, managed by Thomas Brotherton, Hermitage, owned by R.L. McLaren and Ashton, 

which was owned by John W. Earle. The Black River area was also home to Brucefield, whose 

manager at the time was H.R. Robinson, Pond as well as Whitehall Pens being owned by William 

Lewis, Fyfes Pen and the Park Pen, which was owned in 1878 by Mrs G. A. Cuff. 
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aŀƭǾŜǊƴΩǎ [ƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ Pens by 1878 

{ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ aŀƭǾŜǊƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ǇŜƴǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ-slavery period. Some of 

these had earlier been former coffee-producing properties which had fallen on hard times. In 

some cases, coffee properties were sold, but in other cases, owners made the decision to 

change to the more lucrative livestock-raising business. By 1878, the area boasted twenty of 

these pens, which included Malvern Hill Pen, Potsdam Pen, Hampton Pen, Retirement, 

Alyerstoke, Mount Zion, Chelsea, Kensington, Iver, Elgin, Stanmore Hill and Chelsea Pen, which 

was owned in 1878 by Edward Thomas, who also owned a general store in the fast-rising town 

of Malvern. Also a part of the Malvern landscape by then were Prosper Pen, Roseberry, 

Belmont, Rose Hall, Torrington, Braemar and Mount Olivet and Corley Pens, both of which were 

owned by Charles E. Isaacs, who was also the owner of a general store in Malvern. 

 

Livestock Pens in New Market by 1878 

By 1878, New Market had sixteen pens, which were a mixture of long-established livestock 

properties, as well as the more recent pens which came into production in the post-slavery 

period. tŀȅƴŜΩǎ ¢ƻǿƴ tŜƴ was one of the oldest livestock properties in the area, having been in 

existence for almost a hundred years by 1878. tŀȅƴŜΩǎ ¢ƻǿƴ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŦƻŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƻn livestock 

rearing from the eighteenth century when the 580-acre property was owned by Edward Francis 

Coke. .ȅ мутуΣ tŀȅƴŜΩǎ ¢ƻǿƴ ǿŀǎ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ Wohn Edward Kerr (J. E. Kerr), who was a magistrate 

and later, a Justice of the Peace for St Elizabeth. The Kepp Pen was owned at this time by the 

Custos for St Elizabeth, the Honourable John Salmon, who also owned Fullerswood and other 

properties.  

Other livestock pens in New Market included Newport Pen, owned by Horatio Aarons (who was 

also a storekeeper), Woodlands Pen, owned by Thomas Billings, Donegal Pen, owned by his 

brother, William Billings, while Windsor Forest and Lennox Pens were properties of William H. 

Cooke Junior.  J.W.C. Fraser was the proprietor of Hopeton Pen, while the Bogg belonged to C. 

M. Gifford. Spring Vale Pen belonged to John Hudson, while his son, John Hudson Junior, owned 

New Savannah Pen. Cheltenham Pen was the property of S. C. Peynado, who also owned a 

general store in New Market. Interestingly, Hazel Grove Pen belonged to John Shaw, one of 

bŜǿ aŀǊƪŜǘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ōǳǘŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ The only female owner of a livestock pen in New 

Market at the time was Mrs Sanderson, who owned Hartsall Pen. Other livestock properties 

included Spring Mount Pen, owned by Thomas Grey and Green Valley, which belonged to 

William Sullivan. 
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DƻǎƘŜƴΩǎ [ƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ tŜƴǎ ōȅ муту 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ DƻǎƘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴǘŀ /ǊǳȊ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ developed out of and took its 

ƴŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎ-standing livestock properties, Goshen 

Pen. 

 

Goshen Livestock Pen Courtesy of the National Library of Jamaica 

As seen in the earlier look at livestock pens before Emancipation, Goshen was owned in 1780 

by Francis George Smythe, who also owned the nearby Long Hill and Friendship Pens. 

Therefore, by 1878, these three livestock properties were almost one hundred years old and 

were still going strong. In 1878, James M. Farquharson, Justice of the Peace in St Elizabeth, was 

the attorney for both Goshen and Long Hill Pens, while Friendship Pen was owned by J. C. 

Wright. DƻǎƘŜƴΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǇŜƴǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ Grosmond Pen, owned at this time by Henry 
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Grosmond; Emmaus Pen, Santa Cruz Park Pen, owned by Mrs Ellen Channer and Phantillans and 

Gilnock Hall, which was the property of W. S. Wheattle, who also owned Wilton and 

Northampton. wƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ DƻǎƘŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ǇŜƴǎ ōȅ муту ǿŜǊŜ Carmel, South Valley, 

Ashwood, Burnt Ground and Southampton.   

 

Livestock Properties in Middle Quarters by 1878 

There were eleven livestock properties in Middle Quarters by 1878 which were doing well, and 

some of these had been in existence for almost a hundred years. Among the older pens in 

Middle Quarters were Craigie, which was around from the 1770s and Giddy Hall, which dated 

back to ownership by the Delaroche and Maitland families from the 1780s. By 1878, Craigie was 

owned by Nicholas Tomlinson, and Giddy Hall belonged to John Myers Cooper, a Commissioner 

for St Elizabeth, working with the Supreme Court and the Circuit Court. Another long-standing 

livestock property in Middle Quarters was Middlesex Pen, owned in 1878 by the Honourable 

John Salmon, Custos of St Elizabeth and President of the Legislative Council in 1865. More 

recent livestock pens were Farm, Spring Vale, White Hall, Gainsbro, White Hill and Spring Hill 

Pens. By 1878, there were two female owners of pens in Middle Quarters, and these were Mrs 

Maitland, who owned Mount Charles Pen and Mrs Sarah Monteith, who owned Dunsidane Pen. 

{ƻǳǘƘŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ [ƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ Pens, 1878 

Located in the extreme south of St Elizabeth, Southfield had seven livestock properties in 

operation by 1878. These included Tryall Pen, which was owned by Bernard Bent; Mayfield, 

owned by Stuart L. Forbes; Corly Castle, which was the property of Charles E. Isaacs; Malvern 

Chase, owned by G. W. Osmond; and Bellevue Pen, which in 1878 belonged to the Venerable 

Archdeacon Rowe. There were two female pen owners at this time, and they were Mrs E. A. 

Forbes, who owned Yardley Chase Pen and Mrs Lydia Finlason, who was the owner of 

Kensington Pen. 

Livestock Properties in Siloah by 1878 

¢ǿƻ ƻŦ {ƛƭƻŀƘΩǎ ŦƛǾŜ livestock properties were long-standing and were both owned in 1878 by 

the Honourable John Salmon. These were Vauxhall and Maggotty Pens, the latter being in 

operation from the late eighteenth century. Williamsfield Pen, owned by M. W. King; Windsor 

Pen, which in 1878 belonged to Miss J. Robinson; and Harmony Hall Pen, owned by Robert 

Watson, were the remaining three livestock properties. 
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A Historic View of the Early Town of Maggotty, in Past Times, Home to Maggotty Livestock 

Property. Courtesy of the National Library of Jamaica 

 

 

Livestock Pens in Lacovia, 1878 

Sugar and rum production on Holland and Lacovia Estates were the outstanding economic 

activities in and around Lacovia by 1878. Lacovia had only four livestock properties by that year. 

This may not have been unusual given the relative lack of commercial activity in and around 

Lacovia by 1878. By that year, the four livestock pens included Haughton Pen, managed by John 

Blake; Content Hall, owned by William Johnsonl Breadnut Valley and Cornwall Pen, the last 

being owned by W. J. Tomlinson Senior, who along with his son, W. J. Tomlinson Junior, were 

the only two registered shopkeepers in Lacovia in 1878. As was the case with sugar estates and 
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ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 

prosperity to the parish. The names of many of these livestock pens remain to this day as 

several places across St Elizabeth bear the names of the original livestock property with which 

these areas were associated. A few examples from among the named communities in the 

parish include Pepper, Goshen, Fullerswood, Phantillans, Grosmond, Gilnock Hall, Yardley 

Chase, Craigie, Maggotty, Mitcham and Wilton. 21 

 

The Rise and Decline of the Logwood Trade: Impact on St Elizabeth 

Seeds from the logwood tree were brought to Jamaica from Honduras by the English on the 

advice of Dr Henry Barham of St Elizabeth in 1715. 5Ǌ .ŀǊƘŀƳ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ǿƘƻ 

also owned property in St Elizabeth. Subsequently, the plant was introduced into several 

parishes, including St Elizabeth. After the first planting, logwood trees grew wild on their own 

because they were self-sown. At first, logwood was valued for medicinal uses, especially in the 

treatment of gangrene, but this soon changed, beginning in the second half of the eighteenth 

century with the coming of the Industrial Revolution in England. An important feature of this 

Industrial Revolution was the development of machines which allowed for factory production of 

items like cloth and textiles on a large scale. It was then discovered that logwood contained an 

extract which could be used to produce dyes with shades of black, brown, grey and blue. Dyes 

from logwood then became very important to the textile industry, starting in England, and as 

the Industrial Revolution spread to Western Europe and the United States of America, so did 

the demand for logwood. 

Although they grew wild almost anywhere, logwood trees were most abundant in the Black 

River Basin and surrounding areas. By the 1780s, logwood trees had overrun large areas, 

especially in the parishes of St Elizabeth and Westmoreland. From the middle of the eighteenth 

century, the planters of St Elizabeth and elsewhere in Jamaica began to profit from what would 

eventually become a very prosperous export trade in logwood. The beneficial effects of the 

trade on St Elizabeth in general and Black River in particular were most seen in the post-slavery 

nineteenth century, with the greatest profits starting in the 1860s at the same time when the 

downturn in the sugar industry was clear. Therefore, in times of economic difficulties, property 

owners fully took advantage of the freely growing logwood trees in order to gain additional 

income. But the period of the greatest prosperity linked to the logwood trade for St Elizabeth 
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was from the late nineteenth century into the very early twentieth century. 

 

Logwood, Black River: Numerous Logwood Trees in the Countryside of Black River Courtesy of 

the National Library of Jamaica 

As seen earlier, logwood trees were sometimes deliberately planted between the cane pieces 

so as to provide a barrier, but generally, trees grew naturally and were to be found in 

abundance on the unused lands of just about every sugar and coffee estate and livestock 

rearing properties. After the ending of slavery and as the demand for logwood in overseas 

markets intensified, more labour was hired and so additional employment became available as 

a result of the logwood trade. Logwood was cut and transported down to Black River Harbour 

by river boats called lighters from properties located far inland, as well as those nearer to Black 

River. The many rivers which were linked to the main river, the Black River, made the transport 

of logwood (as well as all other goods) down to the harbour possible. So for example, logwood 

was harvested from estates such as Elim and floated twenty miles downriver to the harbour at 

Black River.  

At the Logwood Depot located at the Town Wharf (Farquharson Wharf) in Black River, the 

Logwood was weighed on a pair of large scales and then taken out by boat to be loaded on to 

the ships waiting in Black River Harbour. In a 2001 interview for the Daily Gleaner, long-time 

resident of Black River, Mr. Melford Headley, ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ άƻƭŘ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŜŘ ǎŎŀƭŜǎ 

ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǿŜƛƎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎǿƻƻŘέ Ƴŀȅ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻƎǿƻƻŘ 5ŜǇƻǘ άōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƛǊƻƴ 

ōǊƛŘƎŜέΦ In the late nineteenth century, when the logwood trade from the parish was at its 

greatest, a large quantity of logwood could be seen piled up on the wharves awaiting shipment 

and at times, as many as twelve or fourteen large ships could be seen in Black River Harbour, 

most of them being loaded with logwood.  

As seen earlier, some properties also had access to their own wharves. So for example, 

Fullerswood shipped one hundred tons of logwood from the Crane Wharf in 1832. In 1879, at 

the height of the logwood trade, while Fullerswood and Vauxhall Pens were owned by the 

Honourable John Salmon, he sold 173 tons of logwood worth £600. Logwood, therefore, 
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ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƻƴΩǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ £1,673 for that year from these two livestock 

pens. Total exports of logwood from Jamaica increased steadily over the course of the second 

half of the nineteenth century, as island exports amounted to 4,000 tons in 1850 and 15,000 

tons in 1860, with a massive jump to 114,800 tons by 1869, and by 1889, 115,000 tons were 

exported from Jamaica. The logwood trade remained profitable for suppliers from St Elizabeth 

and the rest of the island until around 1895. Several property owners, as well as merchant 

families in St Elizabeth, including the Leyden brothers, the Farquharsons and others, made their 

fortunes from this boom in the logwood trade, and the town of Black River experienced much 

growth and infrastructural improvements which were directly linked to the prosperity arising 

from the logwood trade. These are discussed in the later section on Black River in the late 

nineteenth century. 

After 1895 there were setbacks as the logwood trade began experiencing ups and downs on the 

international market. The first problem was competition from higher quality wood coming from 

Haiti which produced a superior dye. However, the biggest challenge for the natural dyes 

coming from the local logwood trade was the development of synthetic dye industries in 

England and other European countries. Synthetic dyes were cheaper to produce and easier to 

apply to textiles. There were occasional periods of recovery in the demand for local logwood in 

the early years of the twentieth century, especially during the First World War when the need 

for wartime production took precedence over the production of synthetic dyes in England. This 

is looked at later in the section which deals with economic changes in twentieth-century St 

Elizabeth.  

However, before the nineteenth century ended, St Elizabeth mounted a response to the 

challenges facing the logwood trade by developing a dyewood extracts industry at Lacovia in 

1894. At this factory, the naturally occurring dye in logwood was extracted and exported as a 

liquid extract and also made into crystals and exported. This process was in its infancy towards 

the end of the nineteenth century but really took off in the early twentieth century. More will 

be said on this factory at Lacovia in the section which deals with the twentieth century. The 

export of logwood extracts from St Elizabeth helped to cushion some of the fall-off in profits 

from the exports in actual logwood, but could never come close to the tremendous income 

which the logwood trade had brought to Black River and the rest of St Elizabeth. 22 
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Changing Occupations: Life in the Towns and Communities of St Elizabeth in the Late 

Nineteenth Century 

Black River in the Later Nineteenth Century 

What had started out as a small village at the mouth of the Black River had become by the later 

nineteenth century the bustling capital of St Elizabeth having undergone several changes, most 

of which could be described as improvements. 

 

A Modern View of the Capital: Black River Seafront Courtesy of the National Library of Jamaica 

A great deal of these changes had been made possible by the profits coming from the thriving 

export trade in sugar, rum, molasses, coffee, cattle hides, pimento, ginger, as well as the 

success of the internal marketing ƛƴ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

course of the nineteenth century. However it was the booming export trade in logwood or 

ά.ƭŀŎƪ wƛǾŜǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴŎȅέ, as it was termed that contributed so much to the increase in the 

number of stately homes, the impressive expansion of stores and businesses in the town, as 

well as the introduction of several innovations during the later nineteenth century. The 

commercial attractions offered by the town at this time, together with the movement of more 

people into Black River, also explained the diversification in occupations that existed there at 

this time. 
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The Black River Court House 

The exact year of construction of the Black River Court House remains uncertain, but it must 

have been built shortly after the middle of the eighteenth century, because the decision to 

transfer meetings of the Parish Vestry to Black River from Lacovia was made in 1773, and vestry 

meetings were usually held in a court house. Moreover, the presence of a court house was 

essential to the decision to declare Black River the capital of St Elizabeth in 1773. The Act of 

1788 which transferred court sessions to Black River, the capital, confirms that the Court House 

dates back to the early period after the middle of the century. 

Descriptions of the appearance of the early court house all speak to the magnificent Georgian 

architecture of the building. The term, άDŜƻǊƎƛŀƴ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜέ, refers to building styles which 

were popular during the reigns of King George 1 through to King George 1V (1713-1830). An 

anonymous visitor to the town of Black River in 1890 described the Court House as a 

άƘŀƴŘǎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜέ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ǎƻƭƛŘƭȅ ōǳƛƭt of stone. In true Georgian style, the early 

Black River Court House was a two-storeyed building with a hipped roof (the roof sloped 

upward from all sides of the building). It had sash windows which could slide up and down, and 

there was a panelled door at the centre of the building on the ground floor and this led directly 

outside.  

On each side of the building, there were stone arches which stretched sideways for about one 

hundred feet, and these served to separate the front of the grounds from the back. The rooms 

ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǎǇŀŎƛƻǳǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ǊƻƻƳ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άƭŀǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŦǘȅέΦ This first Court 

House was located at the western end of the town on High Street facing the sea. There were 

four brass cannons mounted on a grass lawn to the front of the building and this, according to 

the visitor, added to the impressive appearance of this official building. In the later eighteenth 

century, the Black River Court House served as the venue, not only for meetings of the courts 

and the Parish Vestry, ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ 

social elite.  

The Parish Church of St John the Evangelist 

By the second half of the nineteenth century, the Parish Church had been rebuilt on its original 

location at the corner of High and North Streets. In 1890, this was described as a large brick 

structure with a square tower. At this time, mural tablets on the inside of the Parish Church 

ǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƻ ǎhape 

the history of the town and the rest of the parish. Two of these memorial tablets are located on 

either side of the chancel and honour the memory of Caleb Dickinson and Robert Hugh Munro, 

founders of the aǳƴǊƻ ŀƴŘ 5ƛŎƪƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ and leading figures in the educational landscape of 

St Elizabeth (discussed further under Church and School).   
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Government Quarters, Black River in the Twentieth Century Courtesy of the National Library of 

Jamaica 

 

Public Buildings in Black River ¢ƻŘŀȅΥ {ǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ .ƭŀŎƪ wƛǾŜǊ 

wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀƎƛǎǘǊŀǘŜΩǎ /ƻǳǊǘ Courtesy of the National Library of Jamaica 


