THE PARISH HISTORIES OF JAMAICA PROJECT

A HISTORY OF ST CATHERINE

DR JENNY JEMMOTT

INTRODUCTION: OVERVIEW OF ST CATHERINE

St. Catherine was one of the first seven parishes created in 1664 and this makes it one of the

seven oldest parishes in Jamaica. Extending over 459.7 square miles or 1,190 square
kilometres, St Catherine is also one of the largest parishes in Jamaiga Tddga was not the

case in earlier centuries when the parish was much smaller than it is now. It was not until 1867
when the three other parishes of St John, St Thomas in the Vale and St Dorothy were added to

St Catherine that the parish reached its cuntrsize.
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Map of Jamaica Showing the Parish of St Catherine Tddy courtesy of Thera Edwards
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Today, St Catherine is bordered on the west by Clarendon, on the east by St Andrew and a small
section of Kingston, on the north by St Ann and St Mary ants@outhern boundary, by the

Caribbean Sea. As will be seen in History, the geography of the parish has influenced its
development and history with its fairly flat, extensive plains in the south giving rise to a history

of plantations and livestoclafms. The higher elevations going northwards in the parish have

also shaped the development of St Catherine, influencing the emergence of a thriving small
FENXYAY3 SO2y2Ye FyR Odz GdzNBod {d /I KSNAYySQa |
economy and the lad over the centuries, resulting in some of the most spectacular natural
formations such as the breathtakingly beautiful but potentially dangerous Bog Walk Gorge.

St Catherine today, with its average population of 518,345 persons, is the proud produet of
many persons who have left their imprint on the landscape over time and who have, in their
own separate ways, contributed to a legacy that has made the parish what it is foday.
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Amongthe many points of historical significance for which St Catherine is known, is the
abundance of places in the parish that were once inhabited by the Tainos. Research done by
the Jamaica National Heritage Trust (JNHT) has shown that there were thirtkeogtnh Taino

sites in St Catherine. In fact, only four parishes (St Ann, Clarendon, St Elizabeth and St Mary)
had more site$.Most of these Taino locations in St Catherine weidden Siteswhich were

really refuse heaps where archaeologists have foui@as such as pieces of animal and fish
bones, remains of tools, pottery and other artefacts used by the early Jamaicans who lived on
these sites. Through studying these Midden Sites, we are able to get a good idea of the material
culture and lifestyle othe Tainos of St Catherine. Archaeologists also found that these Midden
Sites at times were part of Tainbllage Siteswhich ranged from small to mediusized
O2YYdzyAGASAD ! &Yl tt ydzyo S Barig Sitesthé twod oSt WSINA y S Q&
known of which are located at White Marl and Naggo Head (discussed shortly). These earliest
inhabitants of the parish also sometimes painted scenes and images on the rocks or walls of
caves. Rock paintings, knownRistographstell us a lot about how ta Tainos lived. Taino

artists also carved images into the rocks or walls of caves and these rock cdpatigglyph}

helped to illustrate aspects of their lives and were probably important for ceremonial purposes.
There are a few places in St Cathenvigere archaeologists have found Taino pictographs and
petroglyphs but the parish holds pride of place in being homigdointain River Cave



Taino Drawings (Pictographa)) Mountain River Cave, St Catheriiraage courtesy of The
Jamaica National Heritage Trust (JNHT) and JNFoundation

Place names in Jamaica reflect the legacy of the people who shaped our history. However,
across Jamaica, there are very few places whenmoTizames still survive. In some cases, Taino
names were adopted by the Spaniards who added Spanish names and by so doing changed the
original Taino names. With the takeover by the English, Taino names all but disappeared from
use. In St Catherine, an impant exception was the Taino wor@Guanaboavhich has survived

to this day.Guanaboawvas the Taino word for soursop, one of their favourite foods. The

Spaniards kept the word and applied it to the area in St Catherine which is presently known as
Guanaboa¥Wf S® | 26S@OSNE AU 61 & GKS 9y3IfAaK K2 | RR
has stood the test of time. Another Taino word waagua which was the name that the Tainos
applied to the river we now know as the Rio Cobre. When the Spaniards athegd;hanged

the word Caguato Caguayaand continued to use this as the name of the river which they later
changed to Rio Cobre. They also used Caguaya to refer to the place in St Catherine that we now
know as Passage Fort. The English further changespifléng to Cagway and at first kept this

name for Passage Fort. Later, the English changed the name Cagway to Passage Fort, thereby
removing all traces of the original Taino wotd.
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Places in the parish where midden sites and sometimes village sites were found, included
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Henderson, Little Goat Island, Ferry, Marlie Mount, Great Goat Island, Colbeck, Caymanas Bay

and Caymanas, Half Moon Bay, Wreck Point, Mount Rosser, Mahoe Ridge, Dover, Great Salt

Pond and Hellshire Hills. Other locations in &h€rine which were listed by the Jamaica

National Heritage Trust as identified with the Tainos include Red Hills, Riverhead, Cross Pen,
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Giblatore, Wakefield, Camiam and Dignum Mountain. Taino Burial Sites, including burial

caves, were found at the three important locations of White Marl, Great Goat Island and Naggo
Head. As noted above, Taino artists also left #@sging reminders of their presence in the

parishthrough their pictographs (paintings on cave walls) and petroglyphs (rock carvings on

cave walls). The Worthy Park Cave in Luidas Vale contains examples of Taino petroglyphs and
pictographs while petroglyphs were found at Byndloss Mountain (Riverhead) an@ { A & 1 S NA Q
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has a large collection of pictographs as well as evidence of petrogfyphs.

Turning the Spotlight on Selected Taino Sites in St Catherine:
w2 RY Sauseg Midden and Village Site)
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154 kilometres above sea level. As with many Taino settlements, this village was quite close to

the sea, abouttwo milesordt { Af 2YSGNBa FNRY (KS aSI® ¢KS ¢l
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was locatedn the general vicinity of this famous landmark.
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This village and midden site occupies an area of 15,31 square metres and can be found about
one and a half miles northwest of preseddy Port Henderson Village. In all, archaeologists
were able to uncover and study six middens at the site.

_"'“

A View of PdarHenderson Hill where the Taino Site is locatedhge courtesy of JN Foundation
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is older than White Marl, which is another famous Taino site in St Cathermes found at
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by the Tainos in the preparation of cassava. In addition to many remains from drinking

containers, archaeologists also found fragments from cookingsiteesuch as griddles which

were flat ceramic plates used in the baking of cassava bread (bammy) and celts which were

long, thin stone tools used in cutting and scraping. Remains gathered at these middens also tell

us about the food choices and lifestyl€o 6§ KS ¢ Ay 2 LIS2L)X S 2F w2RySeécC
to hunt a variety of land and sea animals for food and remains of birds such as egrets, herons,

doves, pigeons and seagulls were found. Other animal life in their immediate environment

which provided cormon food sources included the coney, land iguana, green sea turtle,

saltwater crocodile, land crabs and hermit crabs but the remains found in the middens suggest

that the coney was their favourite source of protein from land animals. Being so close to the
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snappers, grunts, jacks, snooks, triggerfish, sharks, sea crabs and other marine life.

The White Marl Taino Village Site

The White Marl Taino Site in St Catime is located off the Spanish Town main road, very close

G2 G2RIFe&Qa /SyiNlrt xAfflFr3IS YR GKS wA2 [/ 20NB
metres above sea level and is more of an inland site, being 5.5 kilometres from the sea. The
White Marl site is the largest known Taino site in Jamaica, covering about six acres or 127,410
square metres. This area was home to a large Taino village before the arrival of the Spaniards.
In the twentieth century, the White Marl Museum (discussed shoxtlgy built on the site and

a Taino Burial Cave (discussed shortly) was also discovered at the White Marl site in the 1960s.
White Marl is a Taino site which has brought much distinction and recognition locally and
internationally. Not only is it the largeé known Taino site in Jamaica, White Marl is the only

Taino site on the island which has been declared as a national heritage site. Unlike most Taino
sites in Jamaica, White Marl is also a Taino site where archaeologists have been able to conduct
longterm research, the most recent being carried out up to 2018 by the Department of History
and Archaeology of the University of the West Indies, Mona. In 1960, the land on which the site
is located was turned over to the Jamaica National Trust Commission lyeadamaica National
Heritage Trust) by Mr Constance B. Hamilton. The White Marl Museum was constructed on the
village site by the National Trust Commission and turned over to the Institute of Jamaica for the



purpose of starting an arch

aeological and museanmject.

Entrance to the Taino Museum at White Manhage courtesy of The National Library of
Jamaica

Excavation of the site in 1969 uncovered the remains of a Taino house with nine post holes
which indicated that the house was built in a circular fashion. The fairly wide entrance to the
house faced east and to the west of the house, evidence of burnasditemains of Taino

griddles and scrapers indicated that this was a large cooking area used by the Taino residents of
the village. In the middens at White Marl, archaeologists found a large amount of bone
fragments of land animals and a smaller quantityemains of marine species. This showed

that the geographical location of the village further inland than other Taino villages made the
residents of White Marl more dependent on land animals for their food. Interestingly, a replica



of the original Taindnouse was built to serve as part of the White Marl Museum.

The Taino Museum at White Marl, St Catherimeage courtesy of The National Library of
Jamaica

The White Marl Museum

As indicated above, a replica of the original Taino house (hut) was constroictdhe village

site and served as the centre of the White Marl Museum which was opened to the public on
June 30, 1966. The government of Jamaica was successful in reclaiming from the British
Museum, several pieces of Taino artwork includingBirel Man the Pelican and Snal@arving

and theMale Figure All three pieces were housed on display at the White Marl Museum from
1966. Unfortunately, deteriorating security and outbreaks of violence in the surrounding areas
forced the closure of the museum in 280These valuable legacies of the Taino people were
relocated from White Marl to the Institute of Jamaica where they are secured and displayed.

The White Marl Burial Cave

In December 1967, squatters discovered and reported a cave which was located tiear to
village site and the museum. Almost immediately, the Institute of Jamaica ordered the cave
sealed to protect its contents until the cave could be excavated and investigated. Excavations
got underway in 1969 and the significant and exciting discovenae there pointed to an



10

important Taino burial site which has become known as the White Marl Burial Cave. The cave is
40 feet long and 28 feet wide and is located about 500 yards northeast of the White Matrl
Museum at an elevation of 110 feet or 34 metaasd about 5.8 kilometres from the sea.

In all, archaeologists found four complete skulls, eight partial skulls, three complete mandibles

(lower jaw bones) and about eight hundred other human bone fragments. Scientific tests

carried out on the bones showetat eleven adult Taino males were buried there. Additionally,

a skull of a tweyear old infant was also found but no other bones belonging to the child were
F2dzyR Ay GKS OlFI@So® LyuSNBadGAy3ates GKS OKAf RQA
flattening which was done to the heads of Taino children. As was usually the case with Taino

burials, utensils and food were placed in the cave along with the bodies for the journey to
Coyabaheaven). Pieces of broken pottery, animal bones and shells aasviglle unbroken

pots were found in the burial cav@.

Naggo Head (A Midden and Burial Site)

Naggo Head was the site of a medisimed Taino village where archaeologists uncovered

several middens as well as evidence of the burial of a Taino child.aggwMead Taino site is

located about three miles souttvest of Port Henderson and about two miles or 1.4 kilometres

from the sea. It is a fairly large site, covering an area of 26,241 square metres and rises to an
elevation of 200 feet or 62 metres abosea level. Naggo Head is one of three locations in St

Catherine where Taino burials were found, the others being White Marl and Great Goat Island.

¢tKS OKAfRQa O0dzNAIf aLRdG sl a F2dzyR Ay | aKIff?2
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cave burials, there were no burial goods beside the body. In addition to the burial,

archaeologists also found an earthenware zemi. Among the Taemoiswere objects made

from stone, wood or cloth which represented their gods and which were also believed to

contain the spirit and power of the gods. Among other items of interest found in the midden

GSNBE | oNR1SY ljdzk NIT LSYRFIyd FYyR lishdaNRQa 02y
known as thepatoo. The Naggo Head site was first visited and excavated by archaeologist Dr

James Lee in 1972 but unfortunately, by 1978, quarrying activities had completely destroyed



11

the site.

Naggo Head Today. Naggo Head Primary Schoalge courtesy of JNFoundation

Great Goat Island (A Midden and Burial Cave)

The Goat Islands (Little Goat Island and Great Goat Island) are really cays (small, flat islands
formed from coral and sand) which are located less than afnuia the coast of Old Harbour

Bay. They are part of a group of fourteen small islands which today make #wottiend Bight

which has been designated as a Protected Area as a habitat for endangered species of plants
and animals (especially the iguana) as well as for their environmental significance. However,
long before Europeans arrived in Jamaica, the Tainos of St Cathedneade their homes on

both islands. Archaeologists have located three sites on Great Goat Island which were
connected to the Tainos. These included two midden sites and a burial cave. Great Goat Island
is therefore the third (of three places) location$h Catherine where evidence of Taino burials
was found. A large number of fragments from pottery and cooking utensils such as the griddles
used in the making of cassava bread were found in the middens located on the south west side
of the island and arclemlogists concluded that the size of their discoveries indicated that there
had been a small to medium sized and ldasting Taino settlement there. A very deep burial

cave was found on Great Goat Island in the 1890s and although there were severalicéves
island, this was the only one which the Tainos used for burials. Human remains found there
AyOf dzZRSR | (SSylF3ISNnRa FtFGGdSySR aitAt FyR
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Worthy Park Caves (Taino Art Work/ Petroglyphs and Pictgrs)

Today, most Jamaicans associate the name Worthy Park with the historic and famous sugar
estate, now Worthy Park Estate Limited in Luidas Vale near Ewarton. As with so many other
places across the length and breadth of Jamaica, the Tainos leftriigint on this area long
before it became Worthy Park under the control of English settlers. There are two caves on the
Worthy Park property which were used by the Tainos. Unlike some of the other Taino caves in
the island which were primarily burial cavelse caves at Worthy Park were used by the Tainos
to paint and carve reminders of their lives. The first, named Worthy Park #1 is located at an
elevation of 1,200 feet or 369 metres above sea level and about 26 kilometres from the sea.
There are a few patings (pictographs) and carvings (petroglyphs) on the walls of this cave.
Worthy Park Cave #2 is at a greater elevation than the first, being 1,300 feet or 400 metres
above sea level. It is also slightly further away from the sea, being 28 kilometred. iQlaly
petroglyphs have been found in the second cave. We may speculate that these Taino artists of
long ago used these caves to express in a visible way, what was important to them. Since
archaeologists found no evidence that the caves were used f@rgiurposes, we may

conclude that they came, left their mark and returned to their nearby villages.

Two Sisters Cave in the Hellshire Hills (Petroglyph)

The Taino carving at Two Sisters Cave is to be found in the Hellshire Hills of St Catherine, at
about50 feet or 15 metres above sea level and at a distance of 0.2 kilometres from the sea.
Two Sisters Cave is really a set of twin caves and these limestone caves have large sinkholes
which contain fresh water and may have served as important sources bixagsr for the

Tainos living in the area. There is a network of natural caverns and tunnels which connect with
each other and these would have provided ideal hideaway places. Some say that the name
given to the caves is linked to the experience of two avestl sisters who escaped and hid in

these caverns. The legend tells us that when they were found, the two sisters joined hands and
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the cave. This petroglyph is an image of a human face which has been carved deeply into the

rock in the w#l of the cave. It is clearly the face of an adult but it cannot be determined

whether this was a male or female figure. An interesting feature of the face is the fact that the

right eye is carved with a raised eyeball in the centre of the eye socketgpgdhowing that

the face was that of someone with great authority or power. Tests have shown the carving to

be about seven hundred years old. A petroglyph such as this may also indicate that the cave
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was used in ceremonies practised by the Tainos.
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The Tainos clearly made their homes throughout the Hellshire Hills and more information on
the Tainos in the Hellshire Hills may be found by readingttiele written by George A. Aarons
on these sites in the Hellshire Hills (see note 8). Very importantly, archaeologists have
recovered from the Hellshire Hills, a wooden duho which was a ceremonial stool used by the
Tainos.Tests run on this duho haveahn that it was made somewhere between AD 1,000 and
1170. This ceremonial duho is on display at the National Gallery of Jafhaica.

Mountain River Cave (Most Famous Taino Pictograph and Petroglyph Site in Jamaica)

Nestled high above the sea, at 975 feeB300 metres above sea level, the Mountain River Cave
holds pride of place as containing the largest and most important collection of Taino paintings
in St Catherine and throughout Jamaica. Most importantly, Mountain River Cave is home to one
of the greatestcollections of preColumbian art in the entire Caribbean. The Mountain River

Cave took its name from the nearby Mountain River and is the earliest known place in Jamaica
where Taino paintings have been found, the discovery having taken place in 189avihis

which is really a limestone rock shelter measures about 100 feet in length, 30 feet in depth and
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has a ceiling which is between 10 and 15 feet in height. It is situated in the lush, green

countryside of Cudjoe Hill. Visitors can gettothe cavebly £ 2 6 Ay 3 {0 W2Ky Qa w2l
continuing on to Kitson Town, where the road climbs to Cudjoe Hill. The cave is located to the

north east of Cudjoe Hill and there is a Jamaica National Heritage Trust sign at Cudjoe Hill which
indicates that Mountain River Caiseclose.

Inside the cave, there are four or five petroglyphs which the Tainos carved into the rock by
making deep incisions but it is the large number of Taino paintings or pictographs for which



Mountain River Cave is famous.
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Two Taino Rock Carvin@@etroglyphs) at Mountain River Cauages courtesy of The Jamaica
National Heritage Trust (JNHT) and JNFoundation

Former archaeologist at the Mona Campus of the University of the West Indies, Karl Watson,
was able to identify 148 pictographs altogether although he suggested that the total number
YId@ SEOSSR Hnno ' GKS GAYS 27T até198Ds) BeyhGied S E LIt
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that some of the pictographs had faded and were not easily identifiable and this is why he
estimated the total number as over 200. Taino paintings cover the entire ceiling of the cave but
the centre and rear of the ceiling has the gresttconcentration of these paintings.

The Taino artists of Mountain River Cave seem to have been mainly interested in painting birds,
turtles, lizards, crocodiles, iguanas, fish, frogs and humans. The artists seem to have been most
gifted in painting theanimals in particular. Interestingly, one of the paintings shows a medium
sized dog. For many years it has been believed that the only dogs present in the Caribbean
before the arrival of Columbus and the Europeans were small. This painting, so well pdeserv
in Mountain River Cave, has led historians to challenge this assumption.

Taino Rock Painting (Pictograph) at Mountain River Cave showing Images of Dogs and Turtles
Image courtesy of The Jamaica National Heritage Trust (JNHT) and JNFoundation

One paitting shows two men in bird masks facing each other and holding wooden spears or
throwing sticks. Since so many of the paintings deal with their food sources, nature and the
hunt as well as the people themselves, the paintings and the cave itself seemga@layed

an important role in their religious ceremonies which were carried out to ensure success in

hunting.
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During these ceremonies, the Tainos priests smoked tobacco, known to theomias, which
according to their belief helped them to communicatéh the gods. So it is not surprising that
some of the paintings show human figures taking part indblkeibarite. Archaeologists also

found pottery fragments buried in the floor of the cave and these may have been from utensils
used during the ceremoes carried out in the cave. These amazing works of Taino art have
been estimated at between 500 and 1300 years old.

Although this remarkable treasure house of Jamaican Taino artwork was first discovered in
1896 and reported by J. F. Duerden in 1897, it m@suntil 1954 that Mountain River Cave was
rediscovered by noted archaeologist Dr James Lee when the then owner of the land, Robert
Cooper assisted Lee in locating the cave. His son, Enos Cooper sold the two acres surrounding
and including the cave to éhArchaeological Society of Jamaica in 1976. Steps were taken to
secure the site and a protective wall was built around the site and a protective grill and guard
rails were designed and installed by the Jamaica Defence Force at the entrance to the site. In
May 1982, the Archaeological Society of Jamaica presented the Mountain River property as a
gift to the Jamaica National Trust Commission, now the Jamaica National Heritage Trust.
Mountain River Cave was declared a National Monument in April 2003, al€gawy of which

the people of St Catherine and all of Jamaica can be justifiably ptoud.

The Foundation Years of St Catherine: The Spaniards and the Parish
First Encounters with the People and Places in St Catherine

The Spaniards, led by Choigher Columbus, first made contact with the people and the place

that later became St Catherine on his second voyage in 1494. After making his first landing on

0KS y2NIK O2Faidz +td ¢KIG Aa y2e {0 !'yyQa . I @
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as his ships were exploring parts of the south coast, Columbus encountered the coast of St
Catherine and the Tainos who lived in the villages which dotted tlaistcas his ships travelled

slowly along the south coast, the Tainos from coastal villages at Old Harbour sailed out in their
canoes to greet and trade with Columbus and his men. In the second week of August, the fleet
anchored in what Columbus later detb&d as a small but beautiful cove with about seven very

small islands or cays. Columbus named this 8adda de la Vacarhich means Cow Bay and he

probably gave it this name because he saw a number of manatees or sea cows in the bay.

Today the area is still known as Cow Bay but the wider surrounding area including the little

islands or cays is called Portland Bight. AmorfgS G Ay e AaflyRa GKFEG RNBg
was the place which we call Pigeon Island today and which the Spaniards Qayede

Palomino Taino villages covered the entire coastal area of Cow Bay and it was in this part of St
Catherine that Columbusd the Spaniards encountered large numbers of curious but friendly

Tainos who were anxious to trade with them.



21

Il OO2NRAY3I (2 /2ftdzvyodzaQ RSAONARLIIAZ2YA>E AL ¢l & K
out to meet and trade with the Spaniards andcarding to their report Columbus was able to

talk for a long time with the cacique through an interpreter. On the following day, the coastal
waters along Portland Bight were the scene of a meeting with a large group of Tainos, led by
the cacique from therevious day. Three boatloads of Tainos, including the cacique, his wife,
daughters and sons, his five brothers and many others sailed out alongside the ships which had
been moving very slowly because there was hardly any wind blowing. The lengthy and
unusually detailed description which was given of this experience allows us to conclude that
Columbus seemed to have been particularly impressed by the friendliness of the people and
the colourful necklaces and feathered headpieces that they wore. Accordi@gltonbus, the
cacique had been so fascinated by their meeting the previous day, that he expressed his desire
to accompany the Spaniards on their return journey to Spain. Columbus persuaded him against
doing so. This encounter at Portland Bight along thétls coast of St Catherine was the last

time that the Spaniards would meet with the Tainos on the second voyage. From there, the
ships sailed on to the area that we know as Port Royal and then to Morant Point after which
Columbus and the Spaniards departEmaica®®

An Overview of Spanish Settlements in Jamaica
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Initially, the Spaniards established a few small settlements on the coasts of Jamaitesad t

included northcoast locations such &ahia de Mantecénow Montego Bay) from which they

shipped lard, a bproduct of cattle ranching. They also settléderto BuengRio Bueno in

Trelawny) anc®BevillaLaNuevab S¢ { SOA T £ S0 | facef dettled yigluedl . | @ ®@ h |
Melilla (Port Maria)Puerto Antor{Port Antonio) andCapo MorantgMorant Bay). On the west

coast of the islandQristan(near Bluefields in Westmoreland) was also established. None of

these settlements except fdevilla La Nuewaas substantial and this became the first capital

of Spanish Jamaica. However, there were several problems experienced at Sevilla La Nueva and

the decision was taken by the Spanish crown to relocate the capital town from the north coast

to the south coastFor this purpose, the south coast town\dfla de la Vegélater Spanish

Town) was born in 1534 and became the second capital of Spanish Jamaica.

The Establishment of Villa De La Vega (Spanish Town) as the Second Capital of Spanish
Jamaican 1534
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Reaons why the Capital was removed from Sevilla La Nuawdhe North Coast in 1534

There were several factors which led to the removal of the capital town Bewilla la Nueva

(New Seville) on the north coastYolla de la VegéSpanish Town) on the soutivast. Swampy
conditions at New Seville encouraged the spread of diseases and made that site very unhealthy
for the people who lived there. By 1534, only twenty of the original eighty Spanish settlers
remained inSevilla la Nuevdhe rest having died fnm diseases for the most part. In twenty

years, many children had been born but many died in infancy and by 1534, only ten children
had survived the early months of their lives. Economic reasons also contributed to the decision
to shift the capital away fnm the north coastal New Seville. Hopes of finding gold in and

around the north coast capital had not been successful. More importantly, after the Spaniards
conquered the mainland of South and Central America, shipping routes shifted from the waters
north of Jamaica to the areas south of the island in order to be closer to the mainland (what the
Spaniards calledierra Firmg North coastal towns lik8evilla la Nuevauffered a decline in

trade as a result. Once a healthier and potentially more profitaitdefer a capital town was
located, New Seville was abandoned and remained of interest only to a few Spaniards who
were interested in trading illegally with smugglers.

| RGIyadlr3sSa 2F GKS {2dziK /2Fad Fa I arxdasS F2N {
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was closer to the newly conquered mainland of South and Central America and settlers on the

south coast would reap the benefits of increased trading with Spanish shipiict Wwad

shifted to the waters south of Jamaica. There were extensive, grassy and fertile plains on the

south coast which would allow for prosperous farming and cattle ranching, both of which were
important to the success of Spanish settlements. The infaeds of the south coast were

relatively free of the swampy conditions which had plagued New Seville and therefore the
environment appeared to be a healthier one for the Spanish settlers.

There were two other areas on the south coast which were the sitesnall settlements by the
Spaniards and which could have been considered as the location of the new capital town. One
wasOristan(Bluefields) in what would later be the parish of Westmoreland but this was not
chosen because it was too far away from emgfarms. The second was Port Esquivel

(discussed later) at the top of Old Harbour Bay but although this was in existence before Villa
de la Vega, it was more suited as a dockyard for shipping rather than as a capital town. Esquivel
was also unsuitablesaa choice for the capital town because its coastal location made it an easy
target for pirate and privateering attacks which were increasing in the early 1530s. In fact, in
1526, the Spanish government had passed new regulations which stated that &npélhnew

towns should be situated further inland from the coast to offer more protection against pirate
Faadlrolaoe ! yEA1lS 9aljdzAi@Sts Attt RS 1 +S3F Q3
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keeping with the new regulations passed by the Spaaistvn. By 1534, what we now know as
Spanish Town (Villa de La Vega) emerged as the new capital of choice over its possible rivals.

Villa De La Vega Comes into Existence 1534
Who was the Founder of Villa De La Vega?

There is some controversy in the soureasto who should be given the credit for establishing
the town we now call Spanish Town. It is sometimes said that Diego Columbus, the son of
Christopher Columbus, was responsible for the establishment of the town but this is not
supported by evidence ithe documentary sources.

Rather, it was Pedro de Mazuelo, the Treasurer for Spanish Jamaica, who first proposed the
idea of the town to King Charles 1 of Spain and who carried forward the plans for building the
town. Therefore. it is Mazuelo who should beedited as the founder of Spanish Town.

Mazuelo was also the owner of an estate and a sugar mill on the west bank of the Rio Cobre
and was very familiar with conditions in this part of the south coast. He described to the king,
the unhealthy situation andhallenges in the north coast town of Sevilla Nueva (discussed
earlier). Mazuelo convinced the king that by contrast, the healthy climate and environment, the
excellent source of water from the Rio Cobre, as well as the abundance of cattle and food
produdion on the fertile plains of the south, would support the success of a capital town.

/ KFN¥Sa M ¢gla adzFFAOASyGte O2ydAyOSR o6& all dzS
Avila to assess and start the project of building the town and granted niles wii land around

the town as public lands which were to be used by the settlers of the town. The king also
ordered that the remaining settlers (twenty) of Sevilla Nueva should be relocated to the new
town as soon as possible and that, as of 1534, \@lld/ega should be the new capital of
Spanish Jamaica.

Location and Name of the New Capital Town: Villa De La Vega

The new town was laid out on the gently sloping western side of the Rio Cobre River and was
located about a mile away from a large Taindlsetent at White Marl. As seen earlier, the
Spaniards adopted the Taino name for this great river (Cagua) and changed it slightly to
Caguaya which they used for quite a while until it was changed to Rio Cobre. Villa de la Vega
was located at a crossroadsere the northsouth route across the island intersected with the
eastwest route and this meant that from its very beginnings, Spanish Town would be a hub or
central point for these routes. Interestingly, even at that time, the nestiuth route acrosshe
island passed through the gorge cut by the Rio Cobre and this gorge wasBmatkede Agua
(Mouth of the Waters) by the Spaniards. This Spanish name became Bog Walk Gorge when the
English took over. Villa de la Vega had its own natural harbour, winicBpaniards also called
Caguayaand which we know today as Passage Fort.
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history as a tribute to the fact that this was the most important town founded by the Spaniards.

What is certain is that the new town was at first cal\tla de la Veganeaning Town on the

Plain in reference to its location on the vast plains of the west bank of the Rio Cobre. It was not

until the seventeenth century that the nangantiago de la Vegeame into use among the

Spanish settlers. When the English took oveis tast name was anglicized to St Jago de la

Vega and continued as a substitute name for the town late into the nineteenth century even

though the generally used name is Spanish Town totay.

The Town in Spanish Times: Layolttioe Town

When the English took possession of Jamaica, they demolished many of the buildings and other
physical structures that had been built by the Spaniards. Nevertheless, some aspects of the
original design of the town, such as the layout of the streets andstjuare were kept by the

English and are still seen in the centre of modern Spanish Town. The streets of Villa de la Vega
were laid out on a grid plan. This means that the streets ran at right angles to each other and
the English kept this design of theestts. As was the case with all Spanish towns in the
Americas, there was a large square known ashttaza Mayoat the centre of the town. The

streets were then laid out in a quadrangular pattern (having four sides) around thesiiden

Plaza Mayor. To thfront of the Plaza Mayor or square was the main Spanish church, the town
hall orCabildoas well as a prison. On the south side of FHaza Mayorthe Spaniards built the
Abbey (which was the residence of the priests) as well as their administratildénigy the Hall

of the Audiencia On the north side of this plaza were other buildings, such as a tavern, while on
the east side, there were private houses of some of the-teetlo residents. The English

eventually erected the Anglican Church over the sf the main Spanish church (the Chapel of

the Red Cross) and the only remains of the Spanish church which are still evident today are
parts of the Spanish floor paving inside St James Cathedral or the Cathedral of St Jago de la
Vega.

Slightly to the nath of the Plaza Mayor was a smaller square known as the Plaza Minor. The

{ LI yAaK F2FSNYy2NRa LI fFO0S gra t20FGSR KSNB |y
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know that a Spanish tavern existed on the site of the presiayt Rodney Memorial. The names

given by the English to three streets (Red Church Street, White Church &tcebtonk Street)

which had existed from the Spanish days of the town continue today as reminders of the

influence of the Catholic Spaniards in the town. Red Church Street was the location of the

Spanish Chapel of the Red Cross and White Church Stre#teviagation of the Spanish

Chapel of the White Cross. Two main Spanish monasteries (residences of Catholic monks) were
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located in this area and Monk Street was so called by the English because the Spanish

monasteries were located on this street. The Fisc&n monastery may have been located at

the southern end of Monk Street, while the Dominican monastery was probably located at the
northern end of Monk Street. While the English kept the street names, they demolished and

built over the churches and monastes that they found there. By 1650, Villa de la Vega also

had a small hospital dedicated to St John the Divine. These Spanish buildings, such as the
OKdzNOKSas Y2yl aGSNASAZ FRYAYAAOANI GAQDS o0dzAf RAY
stone.

Houses in Villa de La Vega

When the plantethistorian, Edward Long wrote hifistory of Jamaican 1744, he told us that
despite most Spanish structures having been demolished by the English, there were still about
fifty of the houses built by the Spanisétters of Villa de la Vega that were still standing.

Houses were small and some were made of sturdy timber such as lignum vitae, brazilletto and
fustic. Wattle (cane thatch) and daub covered by mortar and lime were used to build the walls
of others. The buses of the leading officials were made completely of stone or adobe (clay)
bricks. Most of the houses had tiled roofs. Long believed that the fact that these fifty Spanish
houses had survived hurricanes and earthquakes between 1655 and 1774 showed the
sturdiness of these original houses of Villa de la Vega. In 1655, there were over two hundred
houses in the town and by the time Long wrote, English destruction had reduced this number to
fifty. 12

Early Settlers and Everyday Life in Villa de la Vega

Estmates of the population of Villa de la Vega varied over time. Small numbers of about one
hundred persons were living in the town in 1587 but by 1597, the number had jumped to seven
hundred and thirty. Among the early settlers of Villa de la Vega weréatasty remaining

residents of the first capital, Sevilla de Nueva, who migrated southwards to the new town.
Another of the original settlers of the town was the Spanish Treasurer and founder of Villa de la
Vega, Pedro de Mazuelo. Besides his official duigeTreasurer of the island, Mazuelo made a
living from his sugar estate which was close to the town.

Also among the first residents of Villa de la Vega were the thirty married Portuguese farmers

and labourers, as well as their families whom the Kinghad@Sy LISNXY A &daAiz2y ol G
request) to come to settle in the town. Besides having their passage paid, these early settlers

had the right to access and use the nine miles of public land granted around the town which

had been granted by the king. Lan@aswgiven to each new settler for building their houses and

also for cultivation. African slaves were also present in early Villa de la Vega and among them

were the thirty Africans whom Mazuelo had obtained royal permission to import.
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A small amount of Taos were also being used to work in and around Villa de la Vega.
LYGSNBalGAy3Ites az2ysS 2F (KS G2y Qa NBAARSydGa A
skilled occupations such as leather tanning (using the hides from cattle ranching). Some of
thesefreed blacks and mulattoes also formed an important part of the four militia companies

of Villa de la Vega. Since Villa de la Vega was the capital and administrative centre of the island
as of 1534, we expect that the Spanish governor and governmentatdfaiich as the members

of the Audiencia and the Cabildo would have been important residents of the town. The
wealthiest Spaniards in Jamaica also went to live in the town which was fast becoming abuzz
with business and social life. With Villa de la Vegarg a main church and at least two other
chapels as well as two monasteries, priests and monks also lived in the abbey and monasteries
of the town.

Given the fertile plains on which the town was established and the abundance of grassy land for
cattle graing, most of the settlers of Villa de la Vega would have been cattle ranchers who
made their living from trading the meat, hides and tallow (animal fat) with passing ships. The
cattle industry, as well as a plentiful supply of pigs, ensured that therealmas/s an abundant
supply of meat for the settlers of Villa de la Vega. Farming a variety of crops on the fertile plains
around the Rio Grande also enabled a steady food supply and income from trade.

Settlers such as Mazuelo were successful sugar caméeps$, producing sugar mainly for local

use. Others were cultivators of crops such as maize, cassava, pimento, cocoa beans, vegetables
and fruits such as citrus, lemons and bananas. Additionally, they also grew tobacco and cotton.
They literally lived offthe land around them. The growing of mulberry trees was also

encouraged for silk production. There were mulberry tree plantations along the right bank of

the Rio Cobre, and this activity continued when the English took over. The area behind the
Infirmary,which is today known as Mulberry Gardens, took its name from this practice started

by the Spanish settlers of the town. True to its name, Villa de la Vega (Town in the Fields)
allowed its residents the best of both worlds, the blessings of town life egupith an income

based on agriculture.

As Spanish Jamaica was a Catholic society and its settlers were for the most part, all Catholics,

the everyday life of the residents of Villa de la Vega was also influenced by their religion.

Sunday masswascelebr& R 4 GKS G246y Qa YIAYy OKdzZNOK gAGK
Besides the ordinary townspeople, monks from the Franciscan and Dominican monasteries

were always in attendance and so were the governor and other officials. As in Catholic societies
elsewhere, thtl B8 G SNB alLISOALFf RIFreéa asSd aARS (2 K2y2dz
the people of Villa de la Vega was the Feast of St John. To mark this day, each year the residents

of the town went out by boat t€Cayo de Palominamow called Pigeon Islanth, celebrate mass
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and to gather young pigeons, some of which they cooked and feasted on during théamdgy
celebration, but they also caught enough to take back home to Villa de la Vega.

Life in Villa de la Vega also proved dangerous for the residelnisicanes and earthquakes

took their toll on the residents, resulting in destruction of crops, damage to buildings and loss

2F fAFSO . dzi & GKS OFLAGEE 2F WFHYFAOFE At €I
enemies long before the Endlisaptured the island in 1655. Most of these attacks came from
English adventurers and privateers (owners of private vessels who used their ships to attack
Spanish possessions). One such attack came in 1597 when the English privateer, Shirley, arrived
with a small fleet and marched on Villa de la Vega, plundering and burning. The residents

offered little resistance on this occasion and Shirley and his men withdrew only after stocking
their ships fully with beef and cassava from Villa de la Vega. Resi$tantéhe inhabitants of

the town sometimes paid off, as was the case when English captain, Christopher Newport,
launched an attack on Villa de la Vega in 1603. This time, the Spanish governor, Don Fernando
Melgarejo de Cordoba, along with the militia mage of male residents, mounted a counter

attack, using a herd of cattle to stampede on the advancing English. In the face of this and
Spanish artillery attacks, the English were forced to beat a hasty retreat without obtaining the
ransom of beef and cassawich they had demanded?®

Spanish Settlement in other Areas of St Catherine

Under Spanish rule, there was no other place in St Catherine which came close to the
importance of the capital town, Villa de la Vega. This is understandabie g®pulation,

resources and offices of administration were centred in the town, which remained the capital

of Jamaica from 1534 until 1871, long after the English takeover in 1655. However, other places
in this parish, namely Guanaboa, Old Harbour aassBge Fort were sufficiently important to

the Spaniards to allow them to establish settlements there.

Guanaboa

As seen earlier, Guanaboa was a Taino hame which the Spaniards kept and applied to this part
of what later became the parish of St Catherine.
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Guanaboa Vale is located approximately eight miles south-west of Bog Walk and nine miles from Span

Town St Catherine. The area was once occupied by the Tainos, and it is believed that the word ‘guanaboa

- g
rived from the Arawakan word for soursop, ‘guanaba’ or the Haitian Arawak words ‘cauni’ and

was de
was used as a cattle ranch, and by

‘boa’ meaning 'house of gold'. Under Spanish occu-pation, Guanaboa

the time of British rule, the surrounding area was known as ‘Cowhides".

Guanaboa is also the old name of the parish of St John, which in 1664 was one of the seven original parishes
established by the British in Jamaica. John Styles one of Jamaica's early planters, became the largest
landowner in St John; he wanted his 3,200 acres of land to be designated a distinct parish. However, two

centuries later, by 1867, St John would be merged into the parish of St Catherine under an act to reduce the

total number of parishes in the island.

Present-day Guanaboa Vale still boasts the historic Church of St. John, built in 1699, remains of an old
Broiler House used during slavery in the production of sugar and Guanaboa Elementry School, attended by

National Hero, Norman Washington Manley who came to live at the nearby Belmont Estates in 1903,

5
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Guanaboa was economically important to the Spaniards even before Villa de la Vega was
established. Located to the northwest of what became Spanish Town, Guanaboa was the site of
one of the vast cattleanching estates which the Spaniards cahetlbs The &rgescale raising

of cattle was an important source of income for the Spanish settlers as it provided them with
plentiful supplies of meat for local use and also for export (salted meat). The hides of the cattle
were important in the production of leathegoods and later, there were several tanneries

(places where hides were used to make leather) in nearby Villa de la Vega.

.. y

Heritage Sign and A View of Guanaboa Vale Todagges courtesy of JINFoundation

Hides were an important export from the Spanishotl and a valuable item of trade (both

legal and illegal trade). The fat (tallow) from the cattle was also an important income earner,
being used to make candles, especially for mining operations in South and Central America.
Tallow was also used to makeap and was also used in the shipping industry. Not surprisingly
therefore, the Spaniards established several across the southern plains of Jamaica, from Negril
(Negrillo)in the west to Morant PointNlorante) in the east.

Thesehatoswere not only vastsprawling cattle ranches, but they were also homes to the
wealthy Spanish owners, their families and workers, whether enslaved or free. In a way, the
hatosserved as a means to expand Spanish settlements in the island. Although there were no
parishes in Sgmish Jamaica, the names of the parishes in which the hatos were located are
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given here to allow readers to get a better understanding of where they were. The main hatos
includedHato Morantein St Thomadilato AyalaYallahs in St Thomas)ato Liguanean St
Andrew,Hato Yaman ClarendonHato Peredan Pedro Plains, St Elizabektato El Eadmn
Bluefields, Westmoreland antdato Cabonicin Savannd_aMar, also in Westmoreland.

In what was to become St Catherine, there were two important and larg@sh®ne waslato
Guatibacoan Old Harbour (Old Harbour is dealt with separately below). The seconHatas
Guanaboan the area of St Catherine now known as Guanaboa Vale. In addition to its
prosperity in cattle ranching, Guanaboa was also importarth&Spaniards for its flourishing
cocoa trees. Interestingly, one of the Spanish governors had a cocoa walk at Guanaboa,
reportedly with twelve thousand trees.

PreseriDay Guanaboa Vale, St Catherilmage courtesy of JNFoundation



31

Police Station at Gueaboa Vale Todaymage courtesy of JNFoundation
Old Harbour Puerto de Esquivel)aEsquivel

The first governor of Spanish Jamaica, Juan de Esquivel1532), is credited with the
establishment of a small Spanish settlement at Old Harbour which woaldHie name from

that time forward. Esquivel first saw the area now known as Old Harbour when he
accompanied Christopher Columbus on his second voyage in 1494. Esquivel, like Columbus,
was impressed with the beauty of the coast and in particular, he edtibat the area had a
natural harbour of its own. Spanish settlement of Old Harbourgated the founding of Villa

de la Vega in 1534.

When Esquivel was appointed the first governor of Jamaica in 1510, he set about establishing a
small settlement thereA few settlers took up residence after building their houses along the
shoreline and what could be described as a small seaside town emerged. However, recognising
0KS AYLERNIIYOS 2F GKS KIFENDB2dzNJ F2NJ GNIF RS | yR
coast, Esquivel quickly established a port (Port Esquivel) at the top of Old Harbour Bay and built
store-houses and a shipping yard (for repairing and building ships) next to the port. In English
times, this name, Port Esquivel, was continued. When Spaiguered parts of the South

American and Central American coastge(ra Firmg Spanish Galleons sailing on the outward
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voyage from Spain and on the return voyage to Spain, made stops at Port Esquivel to load and
unload trade goods, to get fresh suppl@sfood and water and for purposes of making repairs
to the ships.

Gateway to ModerfDay Port Esquivelmage courtesy of INFoundation

Because Old Harbour was only six miles away from Villa de la Vega, Port Esquivel became one
of two ports that served ta needs of Villa de la Vega. The second was Passag€ &guiaf/a)

Passage Fort (Caguaya)

+AffF RS fF +£S3FQa ylddz2NIf KINbB2dzNJ gl & (GKS LR
and spacious enough to hold many ships and was first referred to as The Passage, most likely by
the Spaniards who used this port as their passage or point obaimito and departure from

Villa de la Vega. The Spaniards in the capital recognised the importance of Caguaya in providing
safe passage to and from Villa de la Vega for both persons and goods and so from very early,

they took basic measures to protect Caga. They built a fortification or fence known as a

palisade around a wooden house which served as a reception place for persons travelling to

Villa de la Vega. The fortification or palisade was made from lignum vitae wooden stakes and
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these were fixed ithe ground, forming an enclosure around the building. In a nearby
watchtower, a member of the militia was posted to keep a careful eye out for approaching
enemy vessels.
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A View of Passage Fort Todayage courtesy of INFoundation

These protective meases were unfortunately never enough. From the establishment of Villa

de la Vega until the English capture of Jamaica in 1655, the poor defence of Caguaya meant that
{LIAyQa SySYASa NBLISIGSRfeé dzaSR GKAA KI ND 2 dzNJ
intended as a safe passageway for the Spanish settlers of the capital turned out to be a passage
F2N) { LI AyQa SySYASa ¢K2 AYGSyRSR (2 Fddal Ol =*A

Soon after he arrived in Jamaica, Governor Melgarejo de Cordet@gnising the importance

2T tlaalrasS C2NIlsz 620K G2 GKS NBaARSyida 2F (KS
Spanish King about the importance of stationing a larger number of men (about thirty) at the
fortification at Caguaya. He also pointedtdloe need for more arms and ammunition to defend

the harbour. The Spanish crown failed to follow up on this request in a meaningful way and

Caguaya remained in a vulnerable state, to the detriment of the people of Villa de la Vega and

by 1655, to all of @nish Jamaica. This was seen, for example in 1596, when the English

LINAR @ 6SSNE {ANJ ! yiK2ye {KANISes +f2y3a gA0GK (¢
harbour which was undefended. From there, he and his men made their way to Villa de la Vega
where they burnt a few houses and whatever possessions they could gather in the square. The
A2OSNY 2N S@SyGdzZtte KIFEIR 2 3IABS Ay (2 {KANISe
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It was on 10 May 1655 that the poorly defended Caguaya provided safe harbour Bngjtish

ships under the command of Admiral William Penn and General Robert Venables. Passage Fort
ultimately allowed safe passage for the English forces to get to Villa de la Vega and start their
conquest of Jamaica. So began the end of Spanish Jamaica.

S Ay Qa RSLI NI dzZNBE FNRBY WIHYIFAOF YSEyd GKIFG Yz2aid
buildings and structures in the capital of Villa de la Vega would be destroyed by their sworn

enemy, the English. As seen earlier, it is only through archaeological ercaviltat some

foundations of Spanish buildings have been detected. Nothing of the Spanish town, except for

GKS RSaAdy 2F GKS G246y Qa aljdzzNBE FyR (KS I &2dz
Spanish legacy, which still remains in the parish &@&8herine, is evident in place names

around the parish. For example, Angels, just outside of Spanish Town, got its name from the

Spanish naméos Angelos Y R Wdzl 'y RS 94&ljdzA @St Qa yIFYS fAQBSa

English street names, Red Church Stréédtjte Church Street and Monk Street remain to this

day as visible reminders of the presence of Spanish Catholics in the old capital. Although the
Spaniards used the name Caguaya for the Rio Cobre for a long time, the change of name to the
Rio CobréCopperRiver) was most likely influenced by the discovery of copper coins in the

river, and this was strengthened by the practice adopted by the Spaniards as they departed
Jamaica. Believing that their loss of the island would be temporary, the Spaniards tdporte

threw large amounts of copper coins into the river. Over the years, large numbers of Spanish
copper coins have been found in the river, especially in the vicinity of the Iron Blidge.

The Foundation Years under the English

From the English Invasion in 1655 to the end of Military Government in 1661: The Role of the
Regiments in the Formation of Parishes

The years between the English invasion of Jamaica in 1655 and the final surrender of the
Spaniards after the Battle of Riau&lvo in 1658 were difficult and dangerous for the first English
settlers on the island. They faced the constant threat of tropical diseases and uncertain food
supplies. Very importantly, there was the eymesent threat of Spanish attempts to retake the
island from the English. These efforts were aided by constant guerrilla attacks against the
English carried out by Maroon groups of former slaves who were loyal to Spaniards. With this in
mind, the government of England, led by Oliver Cromwell, gave ingtnscfor six regiments of
soldiers to be stationed at various points on the island and introduced military government of
the island.

Military commissioners were sent to Jamaica to run the affairs in the newly captured colony.
Most of these military leads lost their lives, either to battles with the remaining Spaniards and
their Maroon fighters, or to deadly tropical fevers. In October 1655, Cromwell appointed Major
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Sedgewick as the first military governor of the island. By 1657, military rule of Janssica

Gr1Sy 20SNJoe /2f2ySt 9RgI NR 5QheftSeo IS 3I320S
Spanish Town until the end of military government in 1661. With the restoration of the

monarchy in England (King Charles 11) and the start of civilian goverdméntMc ¢ M~ 5 Qh & f ¢
became the first civilian governor of the island.

In 1656, three of the six regiments which had been sent out to Jamaica were based in areas
west and north of Spanish Town, and they played an important role in safeguarding and settling
what was to become St Catherine. One regiment was stationed in the area which the Spaniards
had called_os Angeleand which became Angels under the English. Land was allocated to the
soldiers so that in addition to defending the areas, they could alsorhedarmers, raise

families and contribute to the settlement of these areas. The second regiment was stationed at
GuanabogGuanaboa Vale) which would later become part of the parish of St John and
eventually St Catherine. Diseases took a toll on the s@died settlers alike, but the presence

of these regiments served to encourage and protect settlers who came to these areas. Although
there was no system of parishes in Jamaica before 1664, the presence of these regiments and
settlers contributed to the leer creation of parishes as it was necessary to organise these
centres of population wherever they emerged. The introduction of the regiment in Angels can
therefore be seen as the origin of the parish of St Catherine.

Each regiment had its own base or hgadrters and by the late seventeenth century, the
regiments in St Catherine may have had their headquarters at the residence of Colonel John
Colbeck, who came to Jamaica with the 1655 invading forces. Colbeck remained in Jamaica and
represented St Catherinin the House of Assembly until his death in 1682. His house, which
became known as Colbeck Castle, started out as a fortified house with storehouses and an area
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for the stationing of a regiment.

Colbeck Castlémage courtesy of The Jamaica Nationaitege Trust (JNHT) and JNFoundation
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y structure was built initially

It is designed along the lines
of a seventeenth century Italian villa with elaborate

colonnades, balconies, arches and unusual circular
windows. At the time of its onstruction it was the
largest building on the island. This impressive
ruin is situated in the centre of a large, walled,
military quadrangle. At the four corners of this
enclosure are outbuildings which served as.
defense posts and underground slave quarters.
The southwestern outbuilding has two large
underground vaults and the northwestern
structure contains brick-ovens. Colbeck
Castle was built to be a key point in the*
defense of the island from the Spanish
and the marauding pirates.

as a moated fortress.
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Heritage Marker for Colbeck Castlmage courtesy of The Jamaica National Heritage Trust
(JNHT) and JNFoundation
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3 Go of (1674-5,
1678, 1680-2) A monument to Colonel
Colbeck is housed in the Spanish Town

athedral, on which is inscribed the =
ords “he died amidst great applause”.

Heritage Marker on John Colbetiage courtesy of The Jamaica National Heritage Trust (JNHT)
and JNBundation

In addition to the presence of these regiments, additional measures were also taken to

safeguard the island from invading forces. The military authorities organised a system of

beacons which were used to give early warning if enemy ships weteed approaching
WEYFAOIQa O2ladad {2YS 2F GKSasS o0SIO2ya ¢SNB
Catherine. One beacon was located on a hill just outside of Spanish Town and the location
became known as Beacon Hill. There were also beacoRexrHenderson Hill and near to

Guanaboa Vale. Torchlights would be flashed from these beacons and this would be the signal
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to the regiments stationed nearby to prepare for action.

Port Henderson Hill: The location for One of the Warning Beabnagecourtesy of
JNFoundation

The Restoration of the Monarchy and Civilian Government of Jamaica in 1661

a4 YSYOGA2YySR 102@0S3 gAGK / NRYsStfQa RSFGK |yR
King Charles 11 ended military rule over Jamaica. Civil goverrigwr@rnment by civilians)

gl a AYUNRRdAzZOSR YR D2@SNYy2NJ 5QheéfSe gl a OKz2aSs
Jamaica under civilian rule. It was his successor, Governor Thomas Modyford, who oversaw the
creation of the system of parishes, making Sth€ehe one of the original seven parishes

created under his administration.

Creation of the Parish of St Catherine 1664

Size and Boundaries of the Original Parish and Changes to the Size and Boundaries of St
Catherine in 1867



